
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tribute 

 
 

Bob Hans 
By Gerry Finnegan 

Bob Hans’ memorial 
service on January 6th gave 
lie to the old saw that “The 
biggest determinant of 
attendance at your funeral is 
the weather that day.” On the 
coldest day this winter with 
wind chill at -25⁰,  bankers 
and laborers, television 
personalities and elected 
officials, homemakers and 
retirees totaling nearly 200 
bade their last farewell to 

Bob. 
For years before we were formally 

introduced, I would see Bob daily. While my office 
looked through plate glass across the ground floor 
lobby, he officed on the upper floors of the National 
Bank of Commerce where he was responsible for the 
bank and trust’s investments. 
 I had known who he was for years but our 
friendship started when he called me in the mid-
1980s looking for a campaign treasurer. He was 
contemplating a run for Lincoln City Council that 
ultimately did not materialize, but our friendship 
solidified. A Democrat to the bone, he endured those 
three hour debates at the Lancaster County Central 
Committee as we wrestled to shape the soul of our 
party. He was there with time and treasure for the 
frequently underfunded, yet highly qualified 
candidates. 
 He knew his way around financial statements 
backwards and forwards, making him the “go-to guy” 
for money questions in general and audit committees 
in particular. 
 Bill Gates once termed the solution he would 
go-to when Microsoft was trying to solve a 
particularly intractable problem, “putting a lot of IQ  

 
 
 
on it.” On numerous occasions, Bob’s ample 
intellectual horsepower was called upon by his 
community and he always answered the call with 
energy and good humor. 
 Battle-tested, Bob knew as a crisis drew close, 
the value of tactful niceties diminished. He could be, 
well, blunt—one of humankind’s most 
underappreciated of virtues. While “tap-dancing” 
around a thorny problem may assuage egos, it 
frequently wastes everybody’s time. A dash of cold 
reality not only startles you awake, it also ensures 
that all hands are, in fact, awake. He was one of those 
rare individuals who could see three moves ahead 
and seemed to know where things had to end up. 
 His sense of humor, particularly where irony 
presented, was quick and smart, a thinking man’s wit. 
Frequently bordering on skeptical, but never cynical, 
he could use it to direct attention to inconsistencies 
and flawed logic. No one rings a bell when a mistake 
is avoided, so it becomes easy to overlook the value 
of prudent forethought. 
 In recent years, wife and political soulmate, 
Lily, helped guide his energies toward Aging Partners 
and developing the Seniors Foundation. With 
children, Monica and Bryce, and an array of 
grandchildren firmly planted to the Southwest, they 
had plenty of reasons to leave for the more inviting 
climes of Arizona and California, but it was only for 
visits. Lincoln was home and they remained devoted 
to this community.   
 Lincoln and Greater Nebraska have benefited 
greatly from Bob’s unique foresight during years of 
public service, serving on multiple boards including 
the Lincoln-Lancaster Planning Commission, Lincoln 
Housing Authority and Nebraska’s Tax Equalization & 
Review Commission.  
 While his great gift was empowering others 
to carry on, our tank will run a little emptier for a 
while. His absence will loom large and that void will 
be difficult to fill. 
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From the Chair 

Jane Egan 

 
 

First of all, I want to 
wish everyone a very happy 
new year! Even though the 
Presidential election didn't 
go our way, I am excited 
about the strides we can 
make on the local and state 

levels through direct action by our county party in 
2017 and beyond.  

I have put a lot of balls in the air by creating a 
new Technology Committee, expanding the 
responsibilities of the Communications and Public 
Relations Committee to now include the development 
of our social media presence and I am developing an 
annual budget to guide our progressive agenda by 
using our resources to the best advantage. This is all 
in addition to the normal fundraising events and 
activities associated with supporting our candidates 
and volunteers.  

We have three at large Lincoln City Council 
seats up for election this April as well as Lincoln 
Public School Board and Airport Authority seats. Now 
is the time to get active with the county party to 
make sure these seats are filled by Democrats! Are 
you ready to run? Are you ready to work on a 
campaign? If so, we can provide the training and 
support you need to be a successful candidate or 
campaign volunteer. We also provide volunteers with 
training that will prepare you for leadership and 
volunteer roles in the county party. State Senators 
Adam Morfeld and Anna Wishart created a new 
organization to do just that called the Blue Bench 
Project: Winter Organizing Training. The first 
training session will be held January 28th, from 1:00-
3:00 p.m. at 830 L Street. Call our office or email us to 
learn more or sign up on their Facebook page.  

I have many other things I want our party to 
accomplish this year such as real and concrete 
outreach to our minority communities, young people, 
LGBTQ, labor unions and rural dwelling voters. I need 
your support and ideas to reach these communities 
to spread our progressive message and engage them 
to become activists in the county party. Most 
importantly, I want to know what your goals are for 
our county party and what things you are most 
passionate about and want to take the lead on in the 
next year. We have leadership openings in several 
legislative districts and standing committees as well 
as precinct leaders. You can learn how to get active at 

any level that fits your needs just by contacting our 
county party. 

Our annual fundraising event is the Patriots' 
Dinner to be held March 5th at the Marriott 
Cornhusker Hotel. We need volunteers to complete 
the planning and to help the day of the event. We are 
hosting an Anti-Inauguration Party January 20th 
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Rock Island Social Club, 
2110 Winthrop Road in Lincoln. Join us to watch old 
West Wing episodes, have cocktails made especially 
for Democrats and share your ideas with others how 
to survive the next four years! Bring your friends! A 
$20 donation is suggested at the door, but not 
required.  

There are thousands of small progressive 
groups that have organized around the country and 
several right here in Lancaster County. There is no 
excuse for not getting active in one of them. We are 
rebuilding our county party website and will list 
them for you as well as how to contact your local and 
state representatives. Our elected officials need and 
want to hear from their constituents. Too often in the 
past, we elect people to represent us, and then they 
never hear from us again. We can no longer afford to 
be silent. We must attend city council meetings, 
county commission meetings and go to the current 
session of the Unicameral. It is in session for only 90 
days and they will be tackling many issues that will 
directly affect the quality of life in Nebraska.  

Democrats have much work to do to regain a 
seat at the table and it begins at the local level with 
your county party. Democracy is not a spectator 
sport! Get active! Tag, you are it! See you at the party 
January 20th. 
 

 
Congressional Republicans Whistling By The Ethical 

Graveyard 

  



Opinion 

 

Thoughts on Proposed Lincoln City 
Charter Changes 
By Doug Emery 

 
Happy New Year to 

all of the loyal Democrats 
in Lancaster County. 

 I hope all of you 
had a great holiday season 
and I wish you a successful 
2017. It will be a key year 
for Democrats in Lincoln 
as the at large seats will be 
up for election and 

Republican council members will continue to try and 
change the City Charter. It is very important that we 
reelect Leirion and that we wrangle an at large seat 
away and get the majority back. 

I think it is obvious that Lincoln’s success has 
been hampered by the past 2 years of Republican 
majority. The budget folly was a prime example of 
what happens when the council decides to fight the 
mayor and not work together. It did not have to be 
that way and it speaks to what happens when the 
budget is fought in the media and not behind council 
doors, where it belongs. Leirion offered a 
compromise that, while not perfect, would have been 
a viable alternative budget. It was rejected by the 
Republican majority who was hell bent to prove the 
Mayoral veto was not part of the City Charter. Even 
though the majority was well aware that a legal 
opinion affirmed the veto and that failure to override 
the veto meant the Mayor’s initial budget became the 
official budget, they went ahead with their misguided 
plan. Lincoln citizens deserve better. Rest assured 
that Leirion will face an attempt by Republican PACs 
to give her the “Gene Carroll treatment.” The truth 
will not be important and negative spin will be hard 
to beat. It will be up to all of us to inform our sphere 
of influence when those “misstatements” are put in 
the paper and over the radio.  

Recently, the same PACs have used distortion 
and half-truth to get council members to bring 
forward attempts to “revise” the City Charter. The 
idea that a Charter change to bring the Mayor’s 
budget forward earlier and make the veto default to 
the previous year’s budget is totally unneeded. In 54 
years a budget impasse had never happened. So one 
problem in 54 years means changes should be made? 
While I would agree with an earlier release of the 
budget, the fact the Mayor is not installed to office 

until around the 20th of May makes how far ahead it 
can be moved problematic. However, I think a true bi-
partisan effort on the part of the council can move it 
forward as far as reasonably possible. The idea that a 
different default budget would “encourage the 
council and mayor to work better together” is 
laughable at best. The way to accomplish that role is 
to understand the need for real compromise. Fifth-
three councils figured that out but this one could not. 
Compromise means no one gets everything they want 
and you work together to get the best budget you can. 
The radio media continue to spin that the “Mayor 
went to court to get a tax increase.” This could not be 
further from the truth. The Mayor went to court to 
force the majority of the council to full their roles as 
described in the City Charter.  

Finally, the Charter change that was offered 
and then pulled back, at least temporarily, is a 
potential progress killer for Lincoln. It would require 
any increase in taxes to go to the public for a vote. 
The public elected people to make those decisions for 
them. Taking every potential increase to a vote would 
be expensive and would be very time consuming. The 
city would be brought to a standstill while waiting for 
votes and budgets would have to be redone based on 
those votes. It is a simple fact; if you don’t like how 
your representative votes then vote them out of 
office and someone else in.  It is essential that we 
work very hard to stop these City Charter changes. 
 

Save the Date – 2017 Patriots’ Dinner 

 
 

The 2017 Patriots’ Dinner will be held on Sunday, 

March 5th, at the Marriott Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln. 

Details and a reservation form will be forthcoming in a 

future issue, or you can contact the County Party office 

at 402-476-2268 or lcdpne@gmail.com for more 

information. 

 

Watchful Citizen 

 
 

In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 

show on community access TV, check us out! The show 

airs on cable channel 13, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 

6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays.  

Current guest is State Senator Patty Pansing Brooks, 

discussing this year’s legislative session. 

And check our video archive on YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems. 

 

mailto:lcdpne@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems


 

The National Democratic Party’s Delegate Selection Process 
A Brief History 

By DiAnna Schimek 

 
 
 Democratic National Convention 
      1960 

 
     John F. Kennedy nominated  
                    in Los Angeles 
          
 
 
 

 

 
 
   Democratic National Convention 
                          2016 
 
        Hillary Clinton nominated 
                in Philadelphia 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 What do these two pictures tell us about the 
Democratic Party’s delegate selection process? For 
one thing, it tells us that in 1960, almost all of the 
delegates were white and male. We also know that 
very few of the delegates were young and that most 
of the delegates were fairly well to do. Most delegates 
in those days were elected on the ballot or at state 
conventions and they were people who had name 
recognition and were party officials or elected 
officials. Very few “ordinary” people had the 
opportunity to be delegates to the National 
Conventions. 
 Contrast that picture with the picture of the 
2016 Convention. Just the fact that a woman was 
nominated was historical. But the delegates who 
participated were as varied as the population of 
America. Wonderful! 

 But how did the Democratic Party get there? 
It was a slow, but incremental process. It is 
instructive to note that in l920, the National 
Democratic Party decreed that not only should there 
be National Committeemen, but there should be 
National Committeewomen as well. Remember, 
women voted for the first time in national elections 
that year because of the 19th amendment. 
 In 1964, when Lyndon Johnson was 
nominated in Atlantic City, an early crack in the 
system became evident. That was the year that Civil 
Rights leaders came to the convention to make their 
voices heard. They appealed to the credentials 
committee to seat members of the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party as a counter to 
Mississippi's all white delegation. A compromise was 
brokered by Hubert Humphrey, which gave 



credentials to two members of the Freedom Party. 
The compromise marked the beginning of the exodus 
of southerners from the Democratic Party. 
 Before the next convention, the party changed 
the rules to require the inclusion of women and 
minorities.   
 1968 was a year of turmoil. Robert Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King were assassinated, and 
Hubert Humphrey was nominated in Chicago, even 
though he had not entered any primaries. There was 
a lot of grumbling about backroom politics. Following 
the convention, the McGovern/ Frazer Commission 
instituted public selection of delegates, a reduction of 
the role of party insiders, and proportional 
representation (quasi-quotas) of women, minorities, 
and young people. 
 George McGovern was nominated in 1972 and 
gave his acceptance speech at 2 o'clock in the 
morning which almost no one saw. The campaign had 
organizational problems and McGovern was well 
behind incumbent Richard Nixon in most polls.  
McGovern carried only Massachusetts. 
 The Democratic Party was in disarray! It was 
decided to hold a Mid-term Convention in Kansas City 
in 1974 to adopt a constitution or charter. Despite 
predictions of catastrophe in trying to reassemble all 
the divergent groups at Kansas City, a charter was 
adopted and a compromise was finally accepted 
which did away with quotas. But each state party had 
to adopt an affirmative action plan which could be 
used in challenges by any delegation. There also had 
to be equal division between men and women 
delegates. 
 Meanwhile, primaries were growing in 
popularity. In 1968, Nebraska was one of only 18 
states that conducted primaries. All the candidates 
visited the state that year. By 1980, there were 
double the number of primaries and Nebraska lost 
some of its predominance. By 1976, Nebraska 
Democrats removed the election of delegates from 
the ballot and began selecting its delegates to 
National Convention at the State Convention. 
Delegate candidates had to be approved by 
presidential candidates.   
 The 1976 Convention in New York nominated 
Jimmy Carter and Walter Mondale. The planners of 
the convention made a point of putting women front 
and center. Congresswoman Lindy Boggs was the 
first woman to preside over a national political 
convention. Texas Congresswoman Barbara Jordon 
was the party’s first African American keynote 
speaker and she delivered one of the finest speeches 
in American history. 
 Jimmy Carter and Walter Mondale were 
renominated in 1980, even though Ted Kennedy 

challenged Carter and hoped to convince Carter’s 
delegates to switch. 
 In 1981, the DNC established the Hunt 
Commission, which in turn, established 
superdelegates. In 1985, yet another commission—
the Fairness Commission—endorsed the plan for 
superdelegates, but also lowered the percentage of 
delegates needed to claim representation at 
conventions. 
 There have been very few changes in the 
selection process in succeeding years. In light of this 
year’s discussion about doing away with 
superdelegates, there needs to be an understanding 
of what the Democratic Party has crafted over the 
years.   
 Representation of a broad cross-section of 
our country has certainly been accomplished. There 
is a place at the table for leaders, both party and 
elected officials. Their experience and knowledge is 
crucial to have in place after the campaigns are over 
and the party goes on. There is also a place at the 
table for people who work hard in campaigns. There 
is more openness and transparency in the process. 
State parties have undertaken to publicize delegate 
selection meetings. 
 So, before any changes are made, the issue 
needs to be studied and competing views heard. 
Perhaps compromises can be drawn, if necessary. 
 In the end, no delegate selection system can 
succeed independent of the political situation that 
exists. If the party can’t forge compromises when 
necessary, if it doesn't have good candidates, or have 
the resources to help its candidates, and if there are 
forces outside the party that have taken over the 
process, a delegate selection process can’t cure the 
problems or have much influence over electing its 
presidential candidate. But, regardless of the 
outcome of the election, it can help broaden the party 
base and bring more people into the political process. 
It can strengthen the party, not weaken it. 
 We need to be very deliberate in our 
discussion with a full understanding of why the rules 
were established in the first place. In other words, we 
need to be careful what we wish for. 
  



Labor’s Perspective

 

Organized Labor and the American 
Dream 
By John Kretzschmar  
 

Simply stated, the American Dream is the idea 
that if you work hard and play by the rules your 
children will be better off than you were.  Many of 
those born in the U.S. believe it a birthright.  Millions 
of others have migrated here to gain a fair shot at 
achieving the American Dream.  Sadly, judging by the 
direction that our economy has been moving for 
decades, the American Dream is getting harder and 
harder to achieve.   

We live in a nation dedicated to the 
proposition that we are all created equal. Our 
Constitution in its preamble says government exists 
to promote the General Welfare of the nation. Every 
time we pledge allegiance, we repeat that ours is a 
nation with “liberty and justice for all.” Our 
Declaration of Independence says that we also have 
inalienable rights and goes on to mention three. The 
United Nations, in its Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, which was adopted unanimously by the U.N. 
General Assembly, goes on to establish 30 inalienable 
rights (http://www.un.org/en/universal-
declaration-human-rights/). Many say that the 30 
inalienable rights are essential to achieving the 
equivalent of the American Dream in all the nations 
of the world.  

One of the 30 inalienable rights listed in the 
Universal Declaration is “the right to form and to join 
trade unions for the protection of their interests.”  
Unions exist to level playing fields and remove 
barriers to achieving the American Dream. Unions 
have been the ladders that literally millions of 
families have used to climb out of poverty and into 
the middle class.   

In today’s charged political climate, organized 
labor may seem “old fashioned,” but the William 
Brennan Institute for Labor Studies believes labor 
unions are essential to the well-being of everyday 
wage earners, to our democratic republic, and to 
achieving the American Dream.   

Sixty years ago, the labor movement was 
viewed as essential to our nation’s economic and 
political well-being. Both major political parties were 
supporters of organized labor because they knew it 
served to make the American Dream possible for 
millions of everyday wage earners.   

In 1956, the year of Dwight David 
Eisenhower’s re-election, Republicans lauded the 

prosperity that labor unions had helped create. In a 
Labor Day poster from that year, the GOP bragged 
about over 66 million people working; the highest 
take-home pay in our nation’s history; growing job 
security and expanding job opportunities; fewer 
hours lost to economic disputes; increasing union 
membership; and the best working conditions in our 
history.   The GOP was encouraging union members 
not only to attend their local union meetings but also 
to register and vote Republican.   

Indeed, the post WWII era was a period when 
union density was high and organized labor was seen 
as a partner with government and the business 
community in shaping public policy. Americans 
understood that, like a tree, if you wanted the 
economy to grow you had to water its roots.  
President Eisenhower went on to say, “Labor is the 
United States. The men and women, who with their 
minds, their hearts and hands, create the wealth that 
is shared in this country—they are America.” 
 

 
Source: Jason Furman, Chair Council of Economic Advisors for 
President Obama  
Note: Union membership is expressed as a percent of total 
employment. Total employment from 1901 to 1947 is derived from 
estimates in Weir (1992). For 1948 to 2014, employment data are 
annual averages from the monthly Current Population Survey. 
Source: Troy and Sheflin (1985); Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current 
Population Survey; Weir (1992); World Wealth and Income Database; 
CEA calculations      
 . 

Times have changed. The political pendulum 
has moved so that labor unions are no longer as 
widely respected as they once were. The decrease in 
union density from over 30 percent for the decades 
following WWII to around eleven percent today has 
affected the ability of wage earners to provide for 
themselves and their families. Working hard and 
playing by the rules is no longer enough to achieve 
the American Dream.  Literally millions of young and 
old wage earners understand that reality.  It is 
important to learn from history and see that 
organized labor can once again play a role in leveling 
playing fields and removing barriers to achieving the 
American Dream.  
  

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/


What's the Rush? 
By John Atkeison, Chair,  
Climate Caucus of the Nebraska Democratic 
Party  
(402) 915-3210 

 
Sometimes people think activists are in a rush 

to change things all the time. On the issue of climate 
change there is solid evidence and reasoning behind 
the sense of urgency. Let me explain, because as I 
have told folks I work within the electrical generation 
industry, there better be a damn good reason to make 
the huge changes that we say are necessary, and 
especially when we say that we need to make them 
quickly. 

Most folks know that the climate is changing. 
Weird weather in general, bigger storms, rain coming 
more in big downpours now, continuing reports that 
the global average temperature is steadily rising—all 
these things are sinking in. The fact that global 
warming exists is pretty much accepted by most 
people now, but the details are fuzzy.  

The important facts are:                                                    
 The warming can be seen in global 

terms, even though local weather 
does not always seem like it. 

 The warming is directly caused by 
greenhouse pollution, primarily CO2, 
but also methane and other gases. 
These molecules have always warmed 
our earth, but they are powerful 
reflectors and when we put a lot more 
into the air very quickly, we get the 
unnatural warming effect that is 
happening now. 

 A lot of these gases will be around for 
hundreds or thousands of years, even 
after we stop polluting. So stopping 
the pollution is only part of the story. 
We must stop before there is too 
much. 

 The consequences of injecting all 
these greenhouse gases into the air 
show up in various ways. A general 
increase in the average heat, 
obviously, but it happens unevenly. 
Nebraska has seen more of an 
increase than Alabama, for instance. 
The Arctic has warmed much faster, 
compared to before. Recently the 
North Pole showed warming of over 
30 degrees more than usual, which is 
increasing the rate of ice melting. Wet 
places are getting wetter and dry 
places are getting dryer. We might 

end up with a much dryer Nebraska 
panhandle and more rain near Lincoln 
and Omaha. But not all that rain will 
be useful. The pattern has changed to 
more rain in intense storms with 
more dry days in between. When that 
happens in the spring, it is very hard 
to plant crops. And rainfall over about 
1.5 inches in a day will just run off, 
causing erosion and it will not sink 
into the soil to recharge groundwater.  

 All these trends have been getting 
more pronounced over the past 20 to 
30 years, and people are really 
starting to notice. 
These are the effects of the 

greenhouse gas pollution we have put into 
the air so far; the small amount at the 
beginning and the large amounts that 
humanity has put there over the past 50 
years. Remember that much of it does not just 
go away, even though a lot is absorbed by 
plants or simply dissolves into the ocean. (It 
has acidified the oceans, actually changing the 
pH, but that is another story.) So we have a lot 
more of these heat-trapping gases in the 
atmosphere today than we did 40 or 50 years 
ago, some of it old, some of it newer. And as 
the amount of greenhouse gases piles up, the 
heating effects increase. 

Here's the kicker. I recorded a 
conversation with UNL climate scientist Dr. 
Don Wilhite for broadcast on KZUM and I 
asked him, "In general terms, what happens 
when we stop putting the greenhouse 
pollution into the air?" He responded that we 
will see continued increases in temperatures 
for 40 or 50 years, then a leveling off for the 
next 40 or 50 years, and about at that time, a 
drop in temperatures will probably happen. 

That is why it is so important to stop 
this kind of pollution as soon as humanly 
possible. We are controlling the temperatures 
and weather for the next hundreds and 
thousands of years, generally speaking.       
The effects continue to get worse and more 
destructive, and the pace of warming is 
increasing, so we are getting an unhappy 
preview of the future now, especially in years 
like 2012. The UNL Report on the 
implications of climate change for Nebraska 
states, "Under both low and high emissions 
scenarios, the number of high temperature 
stress days over 100°F is projected to 
increase substantially in Nebraska and the 



Great Plains region. By mid-century (2041-
2070), this increase for Nebraska would 
equate to experiencing typical summer 
temperatures equivalent to those 
experienced during the 2012 drought and 
heat wave. 
(http://bit.ly/UnlCCImplications2014). And 
the terrible warping of the climate does not 
disappear then, but we do have a choice to 
make for people and all beings on this planet 
50 years from now: will the effects of global 
warming level off then, or just become more 
hellish? 

If humanity, including Nebraska, fails 
to cut greenhouse gas pollution to zero in the 
next couple of decades, we are sending our 
grandchildren to a planet of hell and high 
water. 

And that is why there really is a rush 
to get it done. So please, join us, and together 
we can transform this bleak future into one 
that is much better than what is in store now. 

Next time: How we can avoid climate 
catastrophe by building a better world. 

 

 

 
 
Come get down at the Bourbon to enjoy some soul music 
performed by some of Lincoln's best soul artists, and sign the 
Recycle Lincoln petition! This ordinance intends to double the 
amount Lincoln recycles by diverting cardboard, newsprint, and 
paper away from the city's landfills. By signing, you will help to 
ensure that the ordinance gets on the ballot to be voted on in 
the city's 2017 election this Spring. 
 
Doors open at 7pm, and the show starts at 8pm 
Admission is free, but donations are recommended 
18+  
 
See you there! 

 

 

Join us for an 
 

Anti-Inauguration 
Day Social 

 

January 20, 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

 

The Rock Island Social Club 

2110 Winthrop Road 

Lincoln 

 
We will watch The West Wing, enjoy a special 

drink menu, play trivia, and probably cry a lot 

into our beers. 

                                                  

 

https://mail.twc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fbit.ly%252FUnlCCImplications2014&hmac=d3448f3dfecc28f7f34a5a3e255dde18


A Brief History of Women in the Woods 
By Megan Cook 
 
Eve (dawn of creation, or whenever) 
Whether you take it as mythology or certainty, the 
fact remains that Eve’s act of rebellion left a 
sustainable impression on history. The story goes 
that when Eve, alone, plucked the forbidden fruit 
from the Tree of Knowledge, she signed us up for free 
will—and the accountability that comes with it. 
Expelled from the Garden, woman and man now bore 
the awesome responsibility of taking care of 
themselves, and each other. Millennia of conflict and 
coalition, religion and rebellion ensue as we try to 
figure out exactly what that means. 
 
Sappho (630-570 BCE approximately) 
Referred to by Plato as “The Tenth Muse,” Sappho ran 
an academy for women on the Greek island of Lesbos. 
While few historically accurate events of her life are 
known, she is revered as one of the great lyric poets 
of any age, and arguably the greatest in antiquity, 
what with poems such as these: 
 Love shook my heart 
 Like the wind on the mountain 
 Rushing over the oak trees. 
 
Boudica (33-60 CE) 
Queen of the British Celtic Iceni tribe, when a greedy 
Roman general took her lands, flogged her, and raped 
her daughters, she led a coalition of tribes through 
the forests of Southern Britain, razing that corner of 
the Empire to the ground, including modern day 
London. Her forces killed between 70,000–80,000 
people before being defeated in the Battle of Watling 
Street, ending the indigenous uprising and restoring 
Roman rule for another 350 years.  
 
Saint Hildegard, Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) 
Remembered as a great scholar and mystic, and 
credited as the founder of scientific natural history in 
Germany, Hildegard began experiencing visions from 
God as a child, as well as instructions in those visions 
to write it all down. Her many works included 
theological, botanical, and medicinal texts, liturgical 
songs, and poetry. Possibly her most influential work 
is Causae et Curae, which lays the foundation for 
spiritual healing by emphasizing the connection 
between the health of the natural world and the 
health of the human person. The way she saw it, 
plants and the natural elements were counterparts to 
the humors and elements of the body, and to prevent 
and treat illness, one must seek alignment and 
balance. Raise your hand if this sounds just like your 
mom. 

Salem Village (1692) 
A quarrelsome village, settled by Puritanical refugees, 
erupted into a theocracy-fueled tumult when four 
young girls began accusing their neighbors of 
witchcraft in early 1692. What resulted was a year of 
courtroom antics, torture-gained confessions, and 
executions that claimed twenty innocent souls. It all 
started with enchanting stories from the Malleus 
Maleficarum, read afterhours by candlelight to 
impressionable, repressed young girls by a slave 
named Tituba. In the Arthur Miller play, The Crucible, 
the girls are depicted as dancing naked in the 
moonlight, a clever metaphorical twist alluding to the 
Puritanical repression of wildness and sensuality. 
What happened in Salem Village was a gross injustice 
suffered at the intersection of religion and politics—
and the condemnation of those acts for the past three 
centuries make it, in the words of scholar George 
Lincoln Burr, “the rock on which theocracy 
shattered.” Dear Moral Majority: If you only read one 
book… 
 
Sacagawea (1788 to 1812 or 1884) 
The middle of Sacagawea’s story is the one that most 
people know and regale: A Shoshone woman who, 
with a baby strapped to her back, led the infamous 
Lewis and Clark Expedition across thousands of miles 
from the great plains of North Dakota to the Pacific 
coast to chart and explore the Louisiana Purchase. 
Her ability to communicate and translate with Native 
Americans on the expedition was undoubtedly the 
key to its success, as well as her knowledge of 
medicinal plants and keen geographical sense. The 
very presence of a woman in the party asserted that 
their mission was one of peace, which gained the 
trust of those with whom they bartered and asked 
directions. The beginning of her story has her 
kidnapped at the age of 12 by a group of Hidatsa and 
taken from her home in Idaho to North Dakota, 
where she was either sold to a French trapper named 
Toussaint Charbonneau, or won by him in gambling. 
At age 13, she became his wife. Her story ends either 
with her death from illness in St Louis at the age of 
24, or, as in the oral tradition, with her leaving her 
marriage after Charbonneau’s supposed death in 
1813, marrying a Comanche named Jerk-Meat, having 
lots more kids that she didn’t have to haul around 
quite so much, and eventually rejoining the Shoshone 
nation in 1860. I prefer the Jerk-Meat scenario. 
 
Harriet Tubman (1822-1913) 
Born into slavery on a plantation in Maryland 
sometime in the early 1820’s, Harriet Tubman 
worked in the fields and forests. She suffered a head 
injury as a girl, which led to seizures, hypersomnia, 



and divine visions. Although she was illiterate and 
never read the Bible, she did subscribe to the Old 
Testament’s message of deliverance, which guided 
her life’s work rescuing slaves, recruiting 
abolitionists, and later becoming a suffragette. 
Throughout the 1850s, Harriet led thirteen 
expeditions to rescue about seventy slaves from the 
shores of Maryland. She travelled by night in the 
winter when the nights were darkest and longest, 
through the cover of forests, and neither her nor her 
passengers were ever caught. One of her last escapes 
was to save her aging parents, who travelled to safety 
in Ontario, where other members of their family had 
already gathered. During the Civil War, she remained 
chilly towards Lincoln until the Emancipation 
Proclamation was issued, then took up arms, leading 
an armed raid that would free 700 slaves from the 
Confederacy. When asked if she believed in a 
woman’s right to vote, Harriet said simply, “I suffered 
enough to believe.” Although an icon of her era, she 
died of pneumonia, penniless. In 2016, the U.S. 
Treasury announced its plans to put Harriet Tubman 
on the front of the $20 bill, moving slave-owner 
Andrew Jackson to the back. She will be the first 
black woman to front a U.S. banknote. 
 
Rachel Carson (1907-1964) 
Rachel Carson published her first nature writing,  
My Favorite Recreation, a piece about walking in the 
woods near her home in Maryland, at the age of 
fifteen.  

It was a sort of place that awes you by its 
majestic silence, interrupted only by the  
rustling breeze and the distant tinkle of water. 

She would go on to work for the U.S. Fisheries 
Commission (now the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), 
rising to lead the publication department. 
Throughout her career in the male-dominated field of 
biology, her research was published in government 
manuals, acclaimed journals, and four books. Her 
books The Sea Around Us and The Edge of the Sea 
were bestsellers, and with Under the Sea Wind, her 
sea trilogy amassed quite the popular readership. 
With the publication of her most influential work, 
Silent Spring, she earned her spot in the national 
psyche. Calling for citizen activism and questioning 
the practice of mass pesticide spraying (particularly 
DDT), she directed public attention to the ecological 
and health effects of pesticides on both human and 
animal populations. In so doing, she also earned the 
scorn of chemical lobbyists who sought to discredit 
her. She succumbed to breast cancer in 1964. Her 
legacy continues in grassroots environmental 
campaigns, as well as the 1967 creation of the 
Environmental Defense Fund and the Environmental 

Protection Agency, which phased out DDT and 
brought pesticide regulation out from under the 
conflicts of the USDA, respectively. In 1980, she was 
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom for her 
work. Not bad for a single mom. 
 
Hillary Rodham Clinton (1947 – present) 
Raised in Illinois, and nurtured to be a young 
conservative, she stepped down from her role as 
president of the Wellesley Young Republicans when 
the issues of the Vietnam War and the American Civil 
Rights Movement turned first her heart, and then her 
head, to the left. At Yale Law School, she advocated 
for the legal rights of children, and after graduation, 
she worked for the Children’s Defense Fund in 
Cambridge. For decades, she published scholarly 
articles advocating for the rights of children, worked 
pro bono in child advocacy, and championed child 
welfare causes. She became the only first lady to hold 
elected office when she was sworn in as a U.S. 
Senator from New York on January 3, 2001, and 
easily won re-election to that seat in 2006. After 
losing the Democratic Presidential primary in 2008, 
she would leave the Senate to become Secretary of 
State during Obama’s first term, a role with its fair 
share of conflict and coalition-building. She then 
pursued another presidential bid in 2016, becoming 
the first woman to be nominated for president by a 
major U.S. political party. Despite showing leads in all 
national polls leading up to the election and winning 
the popular vote with over 62 million ballots, she lost 
the electoral vote and conceded the election. 
Throughout her career in public office, she has won 
the popular vote in every race she has run. 
Afterwards, she was seen multiple times with and 
without her dogs walking in the woods near her 
home in Chappaqua, New York. Catching her breath, 
perhaps. Preparing for the next battle, maybe. Never 
dancing though, and without an army of bare-
breasted mothers and sisters behind her. Not yet, 
anyway. 

 

 



Election Schedule - City of Lincoln 
Spring 2017 
 
Primary Election: Tuesday, April 4, 2017 
 

Feb 15 4:30 p.m. –  Incumbent Filing Deadline for 
Lincoln Public Schools Board of Education  

Mar 1 4.30 p.m.  –  Non‐incumbent Filing Deadline 
for Lincoln Public Schools Board of 
Education 

Mar 3 4:30 p.m.  –  Filing Deadline for Lincoln City 
Council and Lincoln Airport Authority 

Mar 17 Postmark Deadline for mailed‐in voter 
registrations 

Mar 17 At close of business, last day that voter 
registrations can be completed Online, at 
DMV/County Treasurers 

Mar 17 6:00 p.m.  –  Deadline for deputy registrars 
to register voters for an upcoming Election.  

Mar 17 At close of business, last day that voter 
registrations can be completed at State 
Agencies/Departments for the person to be 
registered to vote in an upcoming Election. 

Mar 20 Deadline to have early voters’ ballots ready 
by mail and in‐person 

Mar 24 Last day for write‐in candidates to file 
notarized affidavit and filing fee with the 
filing officer 

Mar 24 Deadline for in-person voter registration. 
Election Office open until 6:00 p.m. 

Mar 24 Close of Business  –  Deadline to receive an 
application for Early Voting ballots to be 
mailed out to a specific address 

Apr 3 Last Day to vote an Early Voter's ballot in 
the Election Office  –  Office open 7:00 a.m.  
‐  5:00 p.m. 

Apr 4 Primary Election - City of Lincoln, 
Lincoln Airport Authority, and Lincoln Public 
Schools. Polls open 8:00 a.m.  ‐  8:00 p.m. 

Apr 4 7:00 p.m.  –  Deadline for agent to pick up 
Early Voting Ballot 

Apr 4 8:00 p.m.   –  Close of Early Voting 
Ballot/return of Voter Registration Form 
with an Early Voting Ballot. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

General Election: Tuesday, May 2, 2017 
 

Apr 14 Postmark Deadline for mailed‐in voter 
registrations   

Apr 14 At close of business, last day that voter 
registrations can be completed online, at 
DMV/County Treasurers 

Apr 14 6:00 p.m.  –  Deadline for deputy registrars 
to register voters for an upcoming election.  

Apr 14 At close of business, last day that voter 
registrations can be completed at State 
Agencies/Departments for the person to be 
registered to vote in an upcoming election. 

Apr 17 Deadline to have early voters’ ballots ready 
by mail and in‐person 

Apr 21 Last day for write‐in candidate to file 
notarized affidavit and filing fee with the 
filing officer 

Apr 21 Deadline for in-person voter registration. 
Election Office open until 6:00 p.m. 

Apr 21 Close of Business  –  Deadline to receive an 
application for Early Voting Ballots to be 
mailed out to a specific address 

May 1 Last Day to vote an Early Voter's Ballot in 
the Election Office  –  Office open 7:00 a.m. 
‐5:00 p.m. 

May 2 General Election - City of Lincoln, 
Lincoln Airport Authority, and Lincoln Public 
Schools. Polls open 8:00 a.m.‐8:00 p.m. 

May 2 7:00 p.m.  –  Deadline for agent to pick up 
Early Voting Ballot 

May 2 8:00 p.m.   –  Close of the polls is the 
deadline for return of Early Voting 
Ballot/return of Voter Registration Form 
with an Early Voting Ballot. 

 
 
For more information on the 2017 Lincoln City 
elections, or to register to vote, see the Lancaster 
County Election Commissioner’s website: 
http://lancaster.ne.gov/election/17city.htm 
 
   

http://lancaster.ne.gov/election/17city.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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