
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The 33rd Annual Patriots' fundraising 

dinner will be held March 5th at the Marriott 
Cornhusker Hotel. Invitations are going in the 
mail this week. Tickets must be reserved by Monday, 
February 27th online at nebcaucus.com/patriots. 
Individual ticket and package pricing is as follows: 
 
Mayors' Reception:  $30/individual 
Dinner:  $80/individual 
Double Reservation:  $250 includes two tickets to 
Mayors' Reception, two tickets to the Patriots' Dinner 
and mention in the program with quarter page ad 
Reserved Half Table:  $500 includes four tickets to 
the Mayors' Reception, four tickets to the Patriots' 
Dinner and mention in the program with quarter 
page ad 
Full Reserved Table: $1000 includes eight tickets to 
the Mayors' Reception, eight tickets to the Patriots' 
Dinner, two tickets to the special social hour with 
State Senators and mention in the program with a 
half page ad and promotion via social media 
 

The Fundraising Committee has been hard at 
work to make this our biggest and most successful 
event of the year. We kickoff the event at 4:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. with the Mayors’ Reception. This is a meet 
and greet cocktail party for our current Mayor, The 
Honorable Chris Beutler, as well as past mayors. The 
general social hour is 5:00 to 6:00 pm. Use this time 
to enjoy a cocktail from the cash bar, visit with fellow 
Democrats and check out the dessert table for the 
dessert auction to be held later in the evening. Our 
auctioneer will be special guest Dave Domina! 

   
Dinner is served at 6:00 pm, and on our 

program is Jane Kleeb, Chair of the Nebraska 
Democratic Party, who will deliver our Democratic 

message. Jane Egan, Chair of the Lancaster County 
Democratic Party will present the Patriots' awards to  

 
outstanding individuals who have made our party 
strong through their efforts in our community.  
 

The popular dessert auction will be held 
afterward.  Bid high and share your dessert 
with tablemates!  

 
To round out the evening, there will be a 

special social hour with our Democratic State 
Senators reserved for $1000 table purchases. 

 
All funds raised are used in the support of our 

candidates in the Spring elections for city council, 
school board, airport authority and the daily 
operations of our county party throughout the year. 
Money and volunteers are the grease that make our 
party organization strong so that we can continue our 
mission to elect Democrats! 
 

We are accepting nominations for Patriots' 
awards until February 20th. Please submit your 
nominations to janegn5@gmail.com. The award 
categories are: 

 
 Outstanding Young Democrat Award 

Salute to Labor Award 
Outstanding Volunteer Award 
Community Outreach Award 
Patriots' Award 

 
Support your county party and local 

candidates. Join us March 5th for a fun evening with 
Democrats!  
 
Sean Flowerday, 
Chair 

The Lancaster County 

Democrat 
February 2017 

http://nebcaucus.com/patriots
mailto:janegn5@gmail.com


 

Notes From the Chair 

Jane Egan 

 
 

Hello Democrats! 
January was a busy 

and exciting month at the 
Lancaster County 
Democratic Party. Trump 
was inaugurated and 

millions of people took to the streets worldwide the 
next day. An estimated 7,000 participated in the 
Women's and Working Families March in Lincoln, 
and 15,000 in Omaha. While Trump was draining the 
swamp, we were filling the streets with families 
protesting his policies and publicly voicing our 
concerns and the issues we care about so deeply. It 
was exhilarating and exciting to be among so many 
energized and like-minded people! 
 That same evening, the Lancaster County 
Democratic Party hosted an anti-inauguration party 
at the Rock Island Social Club. It was a foggy night, 
but 110 people showed up to share their solidarity 
with Democrats and have a few cocktails with 
interesting names. My favorite was Impeachment 
made with peach liqueur. They not only showed up 
for the event, they opened their wallets and donated 
nearly $2,000! We picked up some sustaining donors, 
exchanged business cards, and promised to stay 
engaged. It was such a successful event, we decided 
to host more in the future. 
 Many grassroots organizations have sprung 
up since the November election. You can find them on 
Facebook: Suit Up Nebraska!, Solidarity Sundays, and 
Lincoln Democratic Socialists just to name a few. 
Attendance at our County Party Central Committee 
on the third Tuesday of the month has been standing 
room only. Nearly 200 people attended the last two 
meetings! I have heard this is going on in many other 
counties too.  
 People want to get active and do something to 
help elect Democrats and to find ways to 
communicate their issues to our elected officials. 
Legislative District 25 held a postcard writing event 
with 13 people addressing 115 postcards sent to our 
representatives in the Congress. I can only imagine 
how surprised our elected officials are at the huge 
number of letters and phone calls their staff members 
are handling daily, not to mention the groups of 
people coming to their offices to protest and urge 
them to do the right thing!  

This outpouring of activism is what we have 
been waiting for and needing for many years. I am  

 
 
 
 
dismayed at the election of someone like Trump, but I 
have to admit it has been good for our party on many 
levels. The new people coming into the party are the 
future leaders. Some may even run for office. The 
Blue Bench Project held a phone bank training at the 
University of Nebraska Student Union with 150 in 
attendance! And many hundreds once again took to 
the streets in Lincoln to protest against Trump's 
order on the suspension of refugee immigration from 
seven countries. Sadly, Nebraska Governor Ricketts 
strongly supports Trump's efforts.  
 Calling elected officials; sending e-mails, 
letters and postcards; and joining protests are all 
ways to show your disapproval. Keep doing it! But 
the most effective way to bring about change is to 
elect Democrats!  

We need your help to elect Bennie Shobe, Lou 
Braatz, and Leirion Gaylor Baird to the Lincoln City 
Council. We need to keep our Capitol City great and 
these candidates have committed to doing just that.   

We need your help to re-elect Kathy Danek, 
Barbara Baier, and Don Mayhew to the Lincoln Public 
School Board. Public education is under attack from 
those who are interested in charters or vouchers. As 
Don Mayhew said, "They're making their case by 
building false narratives of failing public schools." 
Our public schools are strong and we must not allow 
this false narrative to take us down a path that will 
undermine our public schools.  

We also need your support to elect Zachary 
Mora James to the Airport Authority. Zachary is a 
courageous young man with good ideas to make 
certain the Lincoln Airport is a viable and 
economically strong operation into the future.  
 Contact these candidates and volunteer to 
work on their campaigns. Contact the Lancaster 
County Democratic Party to find out how you can 
volunteer in a variety of other ways. Our reason for 
being is to elect Democrats and that takes a lot of 
time, talent and money. We can find something for 
everyone to do no matter if you are new to political 
activism or have experience. We need you all! 
Democracy is not a spectator sport. Get out! Get 
active! Tag, you are it!  
 
Jane Egan 
 
 

 

  



 
 

Calling all Democrats! 
My name is 

Leirion Gaylor Baird, 
and for the past four 
years I’ve had the honor 
of serving as your city-
wide representative on 
the Lincoln City Council. 
I’m writing today to ask 
for your vote once again 
to ensure I can continue 
to serve you and our 
community for the next 
four years.  
 City Council 
issues may not be as glamorous as those at the 
national level. We don’t decide foreign policy or get 
to place people on the Supreme Court, but who 
represents you on City Council has a great impact on 
what happens right here at home. From public 
transportation to bike lanes to recycling to public 
safety to the conditions of your street, City Council 
has a great impact on your quality of life.  
 During my term, I have worked to enhance 
our quality of life and support our working families 
by investing in expanded public transit, libraries that 
educate and engage, neighborhood parks, 
playgrounds, pools, and places like the F Street Rec 
Center that keep kids involved in positive, safe 
activities. And I’ve remained committed to aging 
services like hot meals for seniors and active senior 
community centers. All of us, regardless of income or 
zip code, should experience and enjoy our city’s 
progress. 
 I hope I can count on your vote both in the 
city Primary Election on April 4th and in the General 
Election on May 2nd. Together, we can make Lincoln 
an even better place to call home! 
 If you’d like to get involved and make a 
difference for our city, please visit my website at 
www.leirionforlincoln.com . 

- Councilwoman Leirion Gaylor Baird 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Watchful Citizen 

 
 

In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 

show on community access TV, check us out! The show 

airs on cable channel 13, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 

6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays.  

Current guest is State Senator Patty Pansing Brooks, 

discussing this year’s legislative session. 

The Lincoln City Election season is upon us; watch our 

show for candidate interviews and information on how 

you can help get our candidates elected. 

And check our video archive on YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

https://mail.twc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.leirionforlincoln.com&hmac=5f046137a72bba06266413d01647d932
https://mail.twc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.leirionforlincoln.com&hmac=5f046137a72bba06266413d01647d932
http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems


 
 

BENNIE SHOBE TO SEEK AT-LARGE 

SEAT ON LINCOLN CITY COUNCIL 

  My name is Bennie 
Shobe and I am running 
for one of the at-large 
seats on the Lincoln City 
Council.  I want to serve on 
the council as a voice for 
working people and other 
marginalized populations.  
I want to add a different 
perspective to the city’s 
decision making process.  

Members of the 
current City Council have 
done a great job caring for 
our city and moving it 

forward through development and revitalization of 
our downtown. The Pinnacle Bank arena and the 
Haymarket area are lovely additions to our city. Both 
draw thousands of people to Lincoln for concerts, 
sporting events, shopping and dining every week. 
These additions to our city and others continue to 
make Lincoln a great entertainment destination. I 
want to be on the City Council to make it a great place 
to live.  

One of the many things we can do to make 
Lincoln better is to create an environment that 
encourages job creation. Start-ups and technology 
companies like the Bulu Box and HUDL have been 
drivers of newly emerging silicon prairie. I believe 
more companies like these can be drawn to the city.  
By using existing tools and input from all community 
members, Lincoln can create employment 
opportunities that make a high quality of life 
available to all its residents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There should be a renewed focus on housing 

and home ownership in our community. Many of the 
city's residents are struggling with rising housing 
costs. Others have witnessed a large increase in the 
property evaluations and property taxes.  Evidence 
suggests this stems from a shortage of affordable 
housing in our city. These are issues that must be 
addressed by a City Council that works for the people, 
and I will work toward that goal every day. 

I love this community. I’ve served on 
community boards, neighborhood associations, 
advisory commissions, and enjoyed being on all of 
them. Over the years, I have volunteered with Big 
Brother, Big Sisters, after school programs at the 
Clyde Malone Community Center and with the annual 
Safe Quarters campaign for Lincoln's Friendship 
home to name a few. In December, I finished my 
terms as Chair of the Lincoln Commission on Human 
Rights and as president of the Lincoln Branch NAACP.   

In the fall of 2016, Leadership Lincoln 
selected me as the recipient of its 2017 Distinguished 
Community service award, an honor I cherish greatly.  
I consider being elected to the City Council an 
extension of that service. I want this city to continue 
to be great and I know I need to do my part. My part 
will be representing you on the City Council.  I hope I 
can count on your support and your vote in the 
Spring elections.  

For more information about my campaign or 
to volunteer to help me get elected, follow me on 
Facebook @bennieforLNK.  Send e-mail inquiries to 
bennieforLNK@gmail.com. 
  

mailto:bennieforLNK@gmail.com


 

 
 
 

"A Bundle of Twigs" aka #NotMeUs 
#StrongerTogether 
By Lou Braatz 
 

With recent events, 
it has become evident that 
we need to take a look in the 
mirror and address the 
elephant in the room. We 
are a bunch of twigs that 
need to be a bundle. Allow 
me to explain. 
 Among Aesop's Fables 
you can find, "Bundle of 
Twigs," a story about a 
father and his offspring that 
is relevant today to our 

situations.  
 In the story a father had enough of listening to 
his children bickering, so he sent them to out to bring 
back two bundles of twigs. When they came back he 
took the bundles, opened one, and handed out the 
twigs. He then told the kids to break them, which they 
did quickly. 
 We are those twigs. So many groups, 
organizations, caucuses, parties, sectioning and 
segmenting us as people from each other. We 
figuratively build walls between ourselves. Daily. 
Amongst each other. One by one we will be snapped 
if we cannot embrace the next part of this fable. 
  The father then took the second bundle, left it 
tied, and handed it around. He instructed the children 
break the bundle. None could. Together they tried with 
their collective strength and still the bundle was intact. 
 He then addressed them in these words: "My 
children, if you're of one mind, and unite, you will be 
this bundle, uninjured by all the attempts of your 
enemies; but if you are divided, you will be broken as 
easily as these twigs." 
 At the Woman's March on Lincoln, we were a 
bundle. It was a great feeling to be following my 
daughters as they were leading chants. It was 
beautiful to march shoulder to shoulder with Vena as 

she made her voice ring through the megaphone. The 
thousands who came together, to stand up and fight 
back, wonderful to see. But we must bundle more. 
 We must be bundles for Black Lives Matter. 
We must be bundles for NoKXL. We must be bundles 
for DACA, for Whiteclay, for LGTBQIA rights, for our 
working families’ rights, for public education. We are 
in this together not through half-hearted words, but 
substantive action. We must be bundles for change, 
for the future generations, for #AllOfUs.  
 We have an opportunity right now to win 
three seats in our City Council. We have an 
opportunity to lead the charge for change in this state 
as the capital city. We have an opportunity to stand 
together against all forms of oppression. We have an 
opportunity to show that if we stick together, the 
collective forces against the people cannot break us. 
We have an opportunity to shape the future. 
#StrongerTogether #ChangeIsUs. 

 
Lou Braatz is a lifelong Nebraskan, and Lincoln 

resident. Lou has never held political office, but has 
been informed and inspired by his activism and family. 
His three daughters attend Lincoln public schools, and 
Lou and his wife Jennifer have been bedrocks of the 
Lincoln community for many years.  

Lou has participated in the Occupy Lincoln 
movement, the Bike Kitchen community bicycle program 
and Nebraskans for Bernie campaign, among other 
community endeavors.  

Lou's candidacy for a seat on the Lincoln City 
Council is based upon “Five Opportunities”: the 
opportunity to be heard, the opportunity of equality for all 
Lincolnites, the opportunity to live in a cleaner 
community, the opportunity of empowerment through 
education, and the right to feel safe in our community. 
  



Meet Our Elected Officials 

 

The New Recycling Ordinance 
By Lincoln Councilwoman Jane Raybould 

 
We have much 

to celebrate about the 
recycling ordinance 
being passed by the 
Lincoln City Council 
members at their last 
meeting in January. It 
is a testimony to the 
overwhelming and 
enthusiastic support 
from the community 
and the countless 
volunteers who 
collected thousands of 
signatures for the 
petition to get this 

issue on the May ballot. It was evident that our 
coalition of businesses, non-profits and volunteers 
would get the recycling ordinance on the ballot and 
without a doubt this would be resoundingly 
approved by the voters. 

This message of tremendous support was 
heard loudly and clearly by all of us on the City 
Council. I am grateful to my colleagues for showing 
political courage by reconsidering their position, 
bringing back up the previous recycling ordinance, 
and standing with us in moving our city forward on 
this important issue.  

They heard that this is not a partisan issue, 
judging by the signatures that were internally 
verified as registered Lincoln voters. More than 50% 
were registered Republican and Non-partisan.  Many 
of those who signed expressed surprise that Lincoln 
doesn’t have a recycling program like other states 
have had in place for years. Recycling is a common 
sense practice that communities embrace as a key to 
protecting our environment for future generations. It 
just makes good governance sense. 

This first step of diverting cardboard starting 
April 1, 2018 will allow us to manage our landfill 
efficiently and cost effectively by extending the life of 
the landfill, saving our taxpayers the expensive cost 
of expanding the existing landfill. It simply doesn’t 
make any fiscal sense to bury items that have value. 
Our company has been recycling cardboard for over 
40 years at roughly 175 tons of cardboard a month. 
Recycling is becoming the new norm in most, if not 
all, businesses. It just makes good business sense. 

 
 
 
Over 40% of what enters the landfill from 

haulers can be recycled. Cardboard is about a third of 
that. Diverting this will allow us to increase our 
recycling rate. With private haulers now required to 
offer curbside recycling and with the education 
campaign underway we anticipate these combined 
efforts will increase our recycling rate even more. 

We can now turn our attention to partnering 
with the local haulers in educating our community 
about just how easy and convenient it is to recycle. 
The ordinance requires the private haulers to offer 
curbside recycling, but their customers do not have 
to use this service as they can bring their cardboard 
and other recyclables to the 29 free recycling centers 
throughout the City.  Working together with the 
haulers we can increase the recycling rate and assure 
our community that no one will be policing their 
trash and that there are no fines or penalties if they 
accidently mix cardboard in their trash containers.    

I must give thanks and tribute to the hard 
work of the campaign and volunteers as well as 
thousands of citizens who called for smart 
sustainable growth and responsible stewardship of 
our landfill. This excitement and conviction 
empowers us to take charge and make a real 
difference on the local level. Also, I am grateful for the 
combined efforts of my fellow City Council members, 
Leirion Gaylor Baird and Carl Eskridge, and our 
Mayor, Chris Beutler, for their unwavering support 
and efforts making our city more environmentally 
friendly for generations to come. 

This is truly, without a doubt, a great victory 
for the City of Lincoln and another great day for our 
city.  Please continue to channel this positive energy 
and tremendous talent by working to elect our City 
Council candidates who represent these values and 
who fight for the issues that advocate for a better 
community and world. 

 
 

  

 



February Update –  
Senator Patty Pansing Brooks 
 

Greetings, 
fabulous fellow 
Democrats! I am so 
incredibly grateful 
to continue be able 
to represent the 
28th Legislative 
District here in the 
heart of Lincoln. The 
past month has been 
a whirlwind with the 
start of the 105th 
Legislative Session. 

 In the first 
few weeks, we have 
filled leadership 
positions, received 

our committee assignments, and moved into new 
offices. 

 I was honored to be elected by my colleagues 
to serve as the Vice-Chair of the Judiciary Committee, 
and will continue to serve on the Education 
Committee. I also was appointed to the Committee on 
Committees and the Justice Reinvestment Oversight 
Committee. 

I have introduced 19 bills in total this session, 
and a number of legislative resolutions. Some 
highlights of my proposed legislation include: 

 LB 69 – Seeks to increase the earned income tax 
credit (a refundable tax credit for low to moderate 
income working individuals and couples, particularly 
with children) from 10% to 20% by 2021. 

 LB 122 – Allows family members to stay connected 
by establishing that a caregiver cannot arbitrarily 
deny visitation between an adult resident of a 
healthcare facility and the family of that resident. 

 LB 123 – Establishes a fund which allows students 
who lose money from the closure of a for-profit 
college or university to make a claim for a refund of 
lost tuition and fees. 

 LB 158 – Ensures that any juveniles who find 
themselves in juvenile court, regardless of where 
they live in Nebraska, will be appointed an attorney 
to represent them. 

 LB 191 – Would allow victims of domestic violence to 
renew their protection orders without the order 
lapsing. 

 LB 289 – Increases the penalties for those charged 
with human trafficking, in an effort to end the 
abhorrent crime here in our state.  

 
 

 
 
 

 LB 407 – Creates a Whiteclay Public Health 
Emergency Task Force to examine the public health 
implications of alcohol sales on the Whiteclay 
community and surrounding areas. The Task Force 
will make recommendations to the Legislature on 
how the state should move forward to solve issues 
related to the Whiteclay Public Health Emergency. 

 LB 485 – Would change Columbus Day to Standing 
Bear and Indigenous Leaders Day. 

 LB 645 – Defines Dyslexia as a specific learning 
disability, and paves the way for better screening and 
recognition of dyslexia in schools across our state. 

 LB 646 – Creates a Task Force to develop a strategic 
plan to combat and mitigate climate change here in 
Nebraska. 

I remain confident that by working with my 
colleagues, and striving to find common ground, we 
can truly work to better the lives of Nebraskans all 
across our state. With that said, I am even more 
determined as of late to continue my own advocacy 
fighting against discrimination in all of its 
manifestations, and promoting respect for all.  

I participated in the Women’s March in D.C. 
this last month, and was overwhelmed by the 
outpouring of support for the values and beliefs 
many of us hold dear. I was also honored to 
participate in the recent rally in support of 
immigrants and refugees at the State Capitol. I am so 
incredibly proud of our community for their 
overwhelming support of our immigrant brothers 
and sisters. We are—and must always—remain the 
beacon and shining light in the world for freedom, 
liberty, and justice for all. 

Now more than ever, it is imperative that you 
continue to reach out to your local, state, and federal 
elected officials and let your voice be heard! We 
cannot afford to be silent or complacent. Stand with 
each other no matter the issue! Remain diligent! Do 
not become fractionalized by separate issues! 
Supporting one issue does not diminish another.  

If your passions rise regarding climate 
change, fight for that, but also stand with our 
refugees and immigrants, and speak up for our 
African American friends. If your advocacy is focused 
on the rights of our LGBT brothers and sisters, keep 
your focus and speak up as well on women’s health 
rights, domestic violence, and ending rape culture. 
Stand up! Speak out! Together! 
 

  



Rules for the Resistance.  #3.  Do Not 
Reinvent the Wheel.  Affiliate. 
By Mary Harding 

 
It has been a week of 

alarms sounding as our 
democracy is dismantled 
piece by piece. The non-stop 
sirens either rouse us to 
seek cover or rise to action, 
and sometimes we vacillate 
between them as we strive 
to avoid adrenaline fatigue 
or despair. 

Given the rapid-fire, 
shock-and-awe assault on freedoms that we are 
experiencing, we have an urgent need to ground 
ourselves, to steward our resources and to unify in 
solidarity at a level we’ve not been called to in recent 
memory, if ever in our lifetimes. 

I’m not an expert, but I have long experience.  
I worked with the memorable Steve Fowler on 
obtaining the right to vote for 18 year olds.  (I 
remember the absolute thrill of meeting Bella Abzug 
as she rallied a crowd in Chicago to action.) I’ve done 
the basics:  marched, leafletted, called, knocked 
doors, run for office, raised funds, organized 
canvasses. But most important of all, I’ve been lucky 
to train with some of the best hearts and minds in 
advocacy. 

It is to these mentors I turn now,  for lessons 
to move forward. Today, I share Rule #3: Do Not 
Reinvent the Wheel. Affiliate. Step one: look 
around and find the wheel. Create something new 
only if there’s no wheel. 

Whatever issue has stirred you to action, I 
guarantee you there is an organization already at 
work. It has expertise, staff, and resources in play. It 
needs you, your time and your money, to make it 
stronger. And you need it, to understand the issues in 
greater depth and to provide direction so that your 
actions are most useful.   

I have been invited into perhaps a dozen 
groups of people wanting to organize in response to 
the first weeks of this new President. People willing 
to start from scratch, to create a new mechanism to 
respond. I’ve seen real good and power come out of 
these actions. But at least in some cases, these folks 
may be wasting precious time and energy. Given the 
limited nature of our time and wealth, I think we are 
obligated to ask whether we are getting the most 
good possible from our efforts.   

 
 
 

 
 
Long story short: look for the organization 

that is already championing your cause, and throw 
your shoulder to their wheel. Fall in, where you can, 
to strengthen the advocates with boots already on 
the ground—to support them, to learn from them, to 
help shape the path forward. One twig is easily 
broken; a bundle of twigs, not so much.  Even if you 
do decide to go your own way, you will need to 
coordinate with allies including these organizations 
already on the ground. (See Rule #4: Circle the 
Wagons. Now only fire outward.) 

Suggestions for places to begin? Right here.  
Attend the next Lancaster County Democrats Central 
Committee meeting. Call a friend who has never gone 
and bring them with you. Volunteer for one small 
thing. Or try the Blue Bench Project. Better yet, do 
both. 

And yes, start here. In the whirl of issues 
storming around us, there is one common defense:  
the election of those people who share your values 
and will act with courage, wisdom and resolve to 
defend them. It is the underlying, fundamental 
strength of a democratic republic. It is most worthy 
of your time and talent. 

 

  

 

http://nebraskademocrats.org/take-action/blue-bench-project/


Meet Our Elected Officials 

 
 

Jennifer Brinkman 
Lancaster County Board District 2 
 
 

I was honored to 
be one of the speakers at 
the annual Al Bauer 
Awards Dinner, hosted by 
the Lincoln Central Labor 
Union on January 27th. 
The following are my 
remarks from that event. 
 

It is truly an honor to be here tonight and to 
have the chance to speak to all of you. 

One year ago, I was a candidate for the 
Lancaster County Board. I had announced my 
intention to run for the office six months earlier and 
had spent a good amount of time walking precincts 
and raising money for the race. The campaign was 
just starting to take a serious tone—the holidays 
were over and I had started meeting with groups and 
organizations interested in my candidacy when I was 
invited to attend this dinner. 

I had heard for many years about the Al Bauer 
dinner. I was an advisor to a few Democratic elected 
officials in my 20s and a campaign consultant in my 
30s. But I had never been in attendance. 

One of the first people I saw when I arrived 
was Kathy Eidenmiller. I know Kathy and her 
daughter, Amy, from my church. Amy was a mentor 
to my own daughter during confirmation and we 
were so grateful for her wonderful influence. 

Kathy wrapped her arm around my shoulder 
last year and with her accomplice, Lori Meyers, who I 
knew from my volunteer work with United Way, I 
was introduced around and met a dozen influential 
leaders from the labor movement here in Lincoln 
who ended up playing an important role in my 
election last year. 

Tonight we are here to celebrate leadership. 
Specifically, leadership in our local labor movement. 
There are many qualities that are attributed to 
leaders, but I want to mention just three that I know 
are part of the DNA of tonight’s honorees and the 
men and women who came before them. 

1. They possess a deep sense of humility.   
The best leaders are those who are 

the most down-to-earth. They always think 
about those they are leading and rarely about 
themselves.  

 
As I remember back to my early days 

volunteering with the Lancaster County 
Democratic Party, I was awed by the 
gentleness of Jerry Techmeier. It was clear 
how much Jerry cared about his co-workers 
at Goodyear and the members of the 
Steelworkers that he represented. He was 
dedicated to his community and will always 
be remembered as a kind, sweet, generous 
man. Jerry and I were delegates to the 
National Convention together in Chicago in 
1996 and Los Angeles in 2000. It was a 
delight knowing him. He was a tenacious 
advocate for his causes, but he embodied a 
keen sense of humility. You knew he would 
never ask you to do something he wouldn’t do 
himself.  

2. They radiate positive energy. 
When I walked in these doors last 

year, it only took a split second and a smile 
from Kathy for me to feel at home. The whole 
night was a celebration of the camaraderie 
that comes from having a shared passion and 
doing the hard work to see that goal 
accomplished.  

Leaders have to stay positive and 
strong in the face of uncertainty. And after 
November’s elections, I think it’s fair to say 
that a lot of us are feeling very uncertain 
about the future. But I’m optimistic that if we 
keep working together, we can accomplish 
great things. 

When I think back on the celebrations 
I have attended here at the Firefighters Hall, 
at the Steelworkers Headquarters in 
Havelock, or at the IBEW Hall on South 14th, I 
think of the hopefulness and excitement 
demonstrated by those in attendance. There 
is something infectious about that kind of 
positive energy and leaders like Kathy have 
that in spades.  

3. They lead by example. 
Phenomenal leaders are self-starters. 

They live what they preach. They demand 
excellence from themselves before they do 
the same from anyone else. 

You and all know that I could name 
anyone on the list of former Albert W. Bauer 
Labor Leader Award winners and this 
attribute would apply to them all. Our 
community is blessed to have a legacy of 
leaders willing to fight for the rights of 
working people. 



As I continue my service on the County Board, 
I want you to know that I will be an advocate for our 
employees and for the causes that you and the labor 
movement pursue. We must always remember:  

1. Unions Gave Us The Weekend. 
2. Unions Helped End Child Labor. 
3. Unions Won Widespread Employer-Based 
    Health Coverage. 
4. Unions Spearheaded The Fight For The  
    Family And Medical Leave Act. 
We know there is still lots of work to do to 

ensure that our shared goal—fairly compensating 
and valuing the work of employees in both the public 
and private sectors and fighting for their ability to 
enjoy a good quality of life—is achieved. But I know 
that the positive energy in this room and the passion 
we all have to see it done is all we need to make it so. 

 

 

Good News! 
By John Atkeison, Chair, Climate Caucus of 
the Nebraska Democratic Party 
(402) 915-3210 
 

Last month I sort of ended on a less than 
happy note: we are in a world of trouble with global 
warming. This month I'll make up for it—not with 
bluebirds & sugar-coated Disney happiness, but with 
realism. 

Here's the bottom line, right at the top: The 
epic struggle we are about to embark on is difficult, 
but if we stick together, we can make it through to a 
better future. We know how, too! 
 
Here is the first part of the Good News:  
 

 We know what is causing the problem. It is 
the greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide 
(CO2) and methane aka natural gas (CH$) 
that trap heat which used to escape to space. 
Wherever they happen to be produced, these 
gases mix into the world-wrapping 
atmosphere and heat up the entire globe. 
That's why we call it "global warming.  

 We have a really good idea of how it works. 
This extra heat energy warps the climate 
systems in various and some unexpected 
ways. Because some of these gases stick 
around in the atmosphere for hundreds and 
sometimes thousands of years, the heating 
does not stop immediately when we quit 
releasing them into the air. It is like turning 
off the engine in a speeding car. It does not 
come to an immediate halt unless you put on 

the brakes and kill that momentum. 
 We know enough about what will happen to 

get ready. It will be tough times, but if we 
wind down the greenhouse gas pollution 
quickly we can prepare for it. 

 
Here's the next, more uncomfortable part of the Good 
News: 

 We know who is causing the problem. It is 
primarily the people who control the 
enterprises that extract and burn carbon-rich 
fossil fuels. These extremely concentrated 
sources of energy have helped to propel some 
of us humans to high levels of civilization, 
technology, and wealth. These industries and 
companies like ExxonMobil are among the 
most rich and powerful organizations ever to 
exist in human history. Which leads us to the 
next thing . . . 

 We know why we have waited so very long to 
deal with the problem that it has become a 
crisis. Exxon and other oil companies were 
told by their own scientists that their 
corporations were contributing to the 
eventual climate warping that we are seeing 
today— back in the 1970s and 1980s!* Other 
scientists had become concerned enough in 
the 1950s to begin measuring CO2 in the 
atmosphere to see if it was rising. It was, and 
it is. President Johnson mentioned the 
problem in a speech to Congress in 1965. But 
the big oil companies and the big coal 
companies decided that they would spend 
millions of dollars every year to convince the 
American people that there was a huge 
amount of doubt about what was known. Just 
as the tobacco lobby had sowed doubt, the 
fossil fuel lobby confused people and 
deflected calls for effective action for decades. 
Now they have helped Trump take the 
Presidency, even though he got a significant 
minority of the votes. They got the CEO of 
ExxonMobil, Rex Tillerson, as Secretary of 
State. I'm betting that he is especially 
interested in parts of the world with lots of 
oil. 

 We know what to do. Slowing and then 
stopping global warming requires the 
elimination of greenhouse gas pollution. 
Stopping it in time to keep climate change 
from going too far to survive requires that we 
begin immediately, and pursue that goal as 
quickly as possible. If we have doomed 
ourselves to a "new Dust Bowl" that is 
harsher than the one in the 1930s, we can still 



determine what comes after that, and we 
must make sure that the warped climate gets 
no worse. There are a lot of people alive today 
who will be around in 40 or 50 years to see if 
we made it. 

 
The best Good News of all is . . . 

 We already have what we need to replace 
fossil fuels and eliminate 90% of the 
greenhouse pollution. The last ten percent 
will come quickly if we focus on it. Generating 
electricity with the power of the sun is not a 
big deal any more, and the price to utilities 
today is very competitive with electricity 
made by nuclear plants and natural gas-fired 
generating plants. Utility scale 
wind-generated electricity is directly 
competitive on price with the old dirty 
coal-fired electricity. The solutions to 
adapting to the less even flow of some clean 
renewable generators lies not only in tools 
like batteries, although batteries will be very 
competitive in price before the next five years 
are done. The most profound shift needs to be 
in the organization and management of The 
Grid, combined with the electrification of 
everything in sight, starting with cars and 
trucks and the rest of the transportation 
sector of the economy. 

 
Next time: The second half of how we can save our 
bacon and come out of it better off. (Hint: it has 
something to do with politics.) 
 
* The documentation of this astounding story is quite 
complete, and in the form of internal company 
documents. I have a guide at my Facebook account: 
http://bit.ly/FbExxonKnew. You can find the 
beginning of the Inside Climate News coverage at 
http://bit.ly/IcnExxonKnew, the Los Angeles Times 
coverage at http://bit.ly/LatExxonKnewArctic, and 
coverage at The Guardian at 
http://bit.ly/GuardianOilKnewIn1968. 

Update on the Death Penalty Issue 
By Stephen Griffith, for Nebraskans for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty 

 
I want to thank LCDP for steadfastly opposing 

the death penalty. Even though the voters reinstated 
capital punishment, the struggle is not ended. Here’s 
what’s happening in the weeks since the election. 

The Department of Correctional Services has 
modified the execution protocol, attempting to make 
it easier to carry out executions. The final regulation 
approved by Attorney General Peterson and 
Governor Ricketts allows the Director of Correctional 
Services to decide what drugs to use for the lethal 
injection procedure, rather than specifying the drugs 
in advance. The inmate to be executed will be 
informed only 60 days before the execution date, 
allowing a very short time to file any appeal. The 
regulation as approved will be posted on the 
Secretary of State’s website, http://www.sos.ne.gov/, 
but as of this writing, it was not yet available. 

Corrections staff had originally proposed that 
the names of manufacturers and suppliers of the 
drugs used would be kept secret. At a hearing on 
December 30, many individuals and organizations, 
including NADP, the ACLU of Nebraska, and Amnesty 
International among others, voiced strong opposition 
to this, arguing that the State’s business must not be 
conducted in secret. The provision was removed in 
the final version. 

However, a similar provision has been 
introduced in the Unicameral. LB 661, introduced by 
Sen. Kuehn (LD 38, Minden) has been referred to the 
Government, Military and Veterans Affairs 
Committee. This bill would make the identities of 
manufacturers and suppliers of drug used for 
executions secret. A public hearing is scheduled for 
Thursday, February 9, 1:30 pm, in Capitol Room 
1507. You can download the text at 
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/105/PDF
/Intro/LB661.pdf. NADP will join with ACLU of 
Nebraska and other organizations in opposing this 
bill. Meanwhile a federal judge in Ohio has ruled that 
state’s lethal injection procedure unconstitutional. 
Please contact your senator, and the members of the 
Government, Military and Veterans Affairs 
Committee, to voice your opposition. 

Senator Ernie Chambers has introduced LB 
446, a bill to eliminate the death penalty. 
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/105/PDF
/Intro/LB446.pdf. As you know, Sen. Chambers has 
been a steadfast opponent of the capital punishment, 
and has worked tirelessly to end executions in 
Nebraska. I’m very grateful for his commitment! The 
bill is referred to the Judiciary Committee. As of this 

http://bit.ly/FbExxonKnew
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http://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/105/PDF/Intro/LB446.pdf
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writing, no hearing has been scheduled. Given the 
public vote on Referendum 426 and the budget issues 
presently before the Unicameral it does not seem 
likely that this bill will move forward quickly. 

Thank you again for your action, your 
support, and your continuing involvement! We will 
keep working to be sure that no one is executed in 
Nebraska. 

 
 

Short History of Women’s 
Reproductive Rights 
By Patte Newman 

 
I was asked to 

rewrite a quick synopsis I 
posted online of a few key 
events over the last hundred 
years regarding 
reproductive rights of 
women. It was written 
because sometimes we 
forget what other 

generations have lived through and we all grow 
complacent in thinking it has always been this way. 
Please Google some of the cases to learn more.  

The Comstock Act of 1873 prohibited the 
circulation of obscene and immoral works. This 
included information about birth control distributed 
through the U.S. Postal service. That was overturned 
in 1938. 

The efforts of Margaret Sanger in the early 
1900s resulted in several victories. After seeing her 
mother and other women struggling with unwanted 
pregnancies and the results of self-inflicted abortions, 
she wanted to find a safe means of contraception and 
sex education for women. Her efforts to provide 
women with information on birth control—a term 
she popularized—resulted in charges against her. In 
1914 she was charged with violating the Comstock 
Act for distributing her feminist newsletter, The 
Woman Rebel.  In 1916 a public nuisance charge was 
filed against her when she opened a woman’s birth 
control clinic and imported diaphragms (used since 
1842 in Europe) in defiance of U.S. law. Ultimately, a 
1918 New York Appeals Court ruled that doctors 
could prescribe contraception and clinics were 
allowed to exist. Sanger founded the American Birth 
Control League (precursor to Planned Parenthood 
Federation) in order to bring safe and effective birth 
control to the masses. Her search continued for an 
effective and easy means for women to prevent 
pregnancy when Gregory Pincus, a medical expert in 
reproduction was funded by International Harvester 

heiress Katharine McCormick to develop that “magic” 
pill.  

In 1960 the FDA approved the first oral birth 
control contraceptive. 

In 1965 the Supreme Court ruled in Griswold 
v. Connecticut that married couples were protected as 
a right-to-privacy and could legally use birth control 
(previously banned in the state).  

It was not until 1972 that Baird v. Eisenstadt 
legalized birth control for all citizens (married or 
not), previously prohibited by Massachusetts and 
other states. 

The landmark case of Roe v. Wade of the 
Supreme Court in 1973, struck down a Texas law that 
considered abortion a felony unless needed to save 
the life of the woman. The court ruled that a woman’s 
right to privacy allowed her to make her own 
decision.  

Prior to the 1973 ruling, a variety of 
restrictions existed in different states. Four states 
allowed abortion on request (NY, WA, AK, HI) so 
women of means could fly to those states for legal 
and safe abortions. Thirteen states allowed abortion 
in cases of health, rape, incest or damaged fetuses. 
Thirty states, including Nebraska, considered any 
abortion illegal. 

Among other cases of interest over the past 
four decades are Doe v. Bolton (1973), Bellotti v. Baird 
(1975),  Harris v. McRae (1980), Bowen v. Kendrick 
(1988), Webster v. Reproductive Health Services 
(1989), Rust v. Sullivan (1991), Planned Parenthood of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey (1992), Schenck v. 
Pro-Choice Network of Western New York (1997), 
Stenberg v. Carhart (2000), Gonzales v. Carhart 
(2007), Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt (2016), 
dealing with restrictions set by states, funding issues 
or buffer zones for protesters.  

Over the years various means of reliable birth 
control evolved. In 1974 the Dalkon Shield IUD was 
removed from the market because of problems with 
infection and even death. Hormone levels of birth 
control pills were adjusted because of side effects. 
The sponge appeared and disappeared. The Morning 
After Pill – Plan B was approved for use in 1999. The 
RU-486 pill was introduced by a French 
pharmaceutical company in 1980 but was banned in 
the U.S. It was finally approved in 1996 by the FDA 
and available in 2000. Because of some religious 
beliefs, use of many types of birth control continues 
to be controversial and restrictions and funding is an 
ongoing discussion. 
 For those of us in high school in the 1970s, 
life was a lot different than today. The decade long 
protests against segregation, the violence of Selma 
and the Civil Rights Movement were fresh in our 



minds. The demonstrations against the Viet Nam war 
and the draft were ongoing. Shirley Chisholm was the 
first black woman to win a U.S. Congressional seat 
and ladies like Betty Friedan, Gloria Steinem and 
Bella Abzug were hitting the streets to march for 
Equal Rights for women. Girls’ sports were just 
starting in high schools. Prior to that you just cheered 
on your boyfriend or fellow students on all-male 
sports teams. Every small step forward for women’s 
rights and reproductive freedom did not happen by 
itself, but over decades.   

So, consider this as just a snapshot of things 
that are taken for granted and how they have 
changed over the last century. It is over-simplistic, 
but gives a bit of background as to where we stand 
and why SCOTUS rulings, state’s rights and constant 
vigilance are so important. 
 

 

Letter to the Editor

 
 
When Alexis de Tocqueville came to America 

to observe our democracy he noted that most 
governing was done at the local level. Federal law 
protected free speech, separation of church and state 
etc. but most things were dealt with by the people 
whom it affected. 

About 100 years later George Norris, who 
represented Nebraska in the U.S Congress and Senate 
for nearly 30 years, campaigned to create a 
unicameral form of state government which the 
people of Nebraska adopted. He thought a 
nonpartisan, one chamber legislature would lessen 
the effectiveness of lobbyists and political bosses. 

In 2017, Legislative District 21 voters elected 
Mike Hilgers to represent them. Mr. Hilgers seems 
very willing to follow any policy supported by the 
Republican Party. The Republican Party has been 
trying to get him elected for several years. After two 
failed attempts he succeeded. He has sworn to change 
the policy of committee selections being done by 
secret ballot. This should create a legislature where 
free thinking is not allowed as the party bosses can 
reprimand you and make campaign funds hard to 
come by when you seek re-election. 

Senator Davis of LD 43 paid the price of 
making choices he thought were best for his 
constituents but were not approved by his party. The 
Republican Party had to remodel a machine shed and 
Mr. Brewer had to sleep with a tractor to establish 
residency, but with Governor Rickett's money he got 
elected. 

Senator Hilgers's first bill is a reintroduction 
of a bill that was defeated last year about concerns 

over people outside Lincoln and Omaha bringing 
their guns to the city. This most likely is driven by the 
gun lobby which is a source of revenue for the 
Republican Party. Legislative District 21 is located in 
northwest Lincoln and part of rural Lancaster 
County. Since most of the people in the Legislative 
District either live, work or visit Lincoln often, you 
can assume few of them are concerned about 
bringing guns to a city they live in.  

Since the 1960s, six to eight times a year 
about 40,000 people come to Lincoln for a football 
game. I don't recall any of them ever getting shot or 
shooting someone. For most of these years this has 
not been an issue until the gun lobby wanted to make 
it one. The people who live in Lincoln need to decide 
the firearm policies in our city. This bill should have 
been introduced by Senator Brewer as he may have 
constituents who could be concerned. We need 
senators who represent their constituents and not be 
in office to enhance their standing with the political 
party bosses. 

Ken Snyder 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 
  

 

The greatness of America lies not in 
being more enlightened than any 
other nation, but rather in her ability 
to repair her faults.  

   - Alexis de Tocqueville 
 

 
All politics is local. 

- Tip O’Neill 
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Examining the Wealthy and Income 
Tax Reform 
By Ken Snyder 

 
In January there were two articles in the 

Lincoln Journal Star that caught my attention. One 
was a report on the eight richest men in the world 
who have more wealth than the lower 3.9 billion. The 
other article was from the Platte Institute and 
featured research about income tax reform. 

A friend asked me, “Why are the richest 
usually considered liberal or progressive while the 
progressive movement is for wealth distribution?” 
On the income tax issue, the article compared the tax 
rates in Florida, Texas, Arizona and Colorado to 
Nebraska. Texas, Florida, and Arizona have a much 
more desirable climate; Florida and Texas have 
seashores, and Colorado has mountains. They have 
all been havens for vacation homes or retirement 
locations. With low income tax they attract high 
wealth individuals who have disposable income to 
spend, thus creating jobs in the service industry, 
purchases of automobiles and other goods, thus 
putting money into the economy. Summer homes, 
time shares, and ski chalets are all things they invest 
in and that allows them to spend time in the state and 
spend money.  

Nebraska does not have as many incentives 
as these states to attract high wealth people. 
Nebraska cannot compete with these states as a tax 
avoidance location any more than we can compete 
with Monaco, Panama, the Caribbean Islands and 
other tax havens.  

The Platte Institute does not offer any 
information on what industries or businesses a 
reduction in income tax will attract or how long it 
will take to see the benefits. When the advice is 
coming from think tanks founded and run by wealthy 
individuals (e.g. Tax Foundation and the Platte 
Institute), it is difficult for them to be convincing on 
whose wellbeing they are interested in. 

As for wealthy people who are perceived as 
progressive, yet who contribute to the concentration 
of wealth at the top, does Warren Buffet consider the 
gain and loss of jobs when he buys or sells a 
company, or is his responsibility only to his 
shareholders? Would businesses maintain a larger 
workforce if they could buy Microsoft Software at a 
lower cost? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Throughout most of U.S. history the very 

wealthy become philanthropists late in their lives. 
The robber barons of the early 20th century created 
universities, built libraries etc. They had obtained so 
much wealth that the government passed antitrust 
laws to try to prevent individuals from becoming so 
powerful again. 

Today entertainers, sport figures and others 
who make substantial amounts of money almost 
either start a 501c charity or become large 
supporters of one. This gives them a way to enhance 
their image and avoid paying taxes. The charities all 
are for noble causes and serve needs. Not all serve 
human needs but animals, etc. benefit. 

The money given that is tax deductible leaves 
others to pay for government. If you do not have a 
safety margin between your expenses and income it 
is difficult to donate money to these causes without 
risking being short on cash. So lower income people 
are less able to avoid paying taxes; therefore, a 
greater share of their income goes to fund 
government than the upper income people. If you feel 
the good causes the upper income funds are 
important, then accept that paying for government 
should not be an issue for you. If you think otherwise, 
you can lobby politicians to change the law or you 
can make a subtle protest.  

Avoid products or businesses that are a 
source of income for these people. Stop supporting 
entertainers and sports figures who are avoiding 
taxes by moving to states with no income tax etc. 
Some baseball players establish residency in Florida 
but play in Minnesota. They expect the fans to pay 
taxes for police, ticket prices for games etc.  

Tiger Woods grew up in California, attended 
college in California, but resides in Florida avoiding 
income taxes. 

African Americans sought equal treatment 
once the Freedman Bureau and Reconstruction 
ended through political means with very little 
success. Bus strikes, lunch counter sit-ins and other 
efforts that had a direct effect on business profits 
greatly sped up the process of gaining full equal 
rights. 
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The I Difference 
By Suzanne Jouvenat  
 

  As a former 
elementary teacher, I have 
a fondness for children’s 
literature. Perhaps some of 
you are fortunate to have 
young children or 
grandchildren and can 
delight in some of those 
time honored tales we 
enjoyed in our younger 
years.  As adults seasoned 

with life's lessons, we can appreciate the important 
messages of the positive human qualities including 
kindness, helpfulness, courage and right action, to 
name a few.  

One of the early tales I recall speaks of 
peoples' reactions to narcissism and foolishness. In 
the Hans Christian Andersen story of The Emperor's 
New Clothes, the self-centered leader believed what 
his clothiers were telling him that those unfit for 
“office or unusually stupid” were the only ones that 
could not see his invisible garments. He reveled in his 
lavish un-outfit. His subjects kept fearfully silent as 
the swindling tailors greedily received riches gleaned 
from the taxes of the hard working citizens. It was 
finally a child who yelled, “The Emperor has no 
clothes.” 

Another early story is that of the Little Red 
Hen as she busily went about her way making bread 
for herself and others. Each one who would, of 
course, eat the life-giving bread refused her 
repetitious request, “Who will help me . . .? In the end, 
while the others lazily indulged in their own needs, 
her individual fortitude did not succumb to a sense of 
self-pity or relinquishment of her goal. 

In one of the most beloved books, Charlotte's 
Web, we have the example of many important virtues. 
As the spider, Charlotte, shares the affirming qualities 
“TERRIFIC” and “RADIANT” of someone who is very 
different from her, she weaves a glorious message 
that saves Wilbur the pig's life with her web designs. 
In this story depicting the humility of Wilbur and 
acknowledgment of the goodness of his loyal friend, 
Charlotte, we experience a message for living true to 
the sweetness and beauty of those principles. 

 
 
 

 
 
In each of these stories, the difference is made 

by individuals who are speaking their truth and 
unafraid to share their perceptions and observations 
of the real facts in a situation. Those who denied the 
invisible clothes to appease the ruler fed the lie that 
allowed him to continue with his control. The only 
veracity is from a “child.” That innocent, unassuming, 
truth-telling voice exists in all of us before the appeal 
of conformity and the manipulations of expediency 
restrict our lives. Charlotte noticed Wilbur's 
goodness and despite their vast differences, did all 
she could with her unique abilities to save his life. Do 
those qualities exist within us? And if so, do we step 
up and live them out? 

We could easily give up when our fellow 
humans, whether family, friends or colleagues, have 
no passion to do the heavy work of organizing, 
speaking out, attending meetings and rallies, writing 
letters, walking the neighborhoods and sharing with 
their own sphere of influence about the essential 
sustenance of our democracy. Yet, similar to the little 
red hen, we as individuals often seek assistance from 
those close to us. Though ignored, we have the choice 
to continue to pursue our declared goals and draw 
upon that inner efficacy, the “I can,” to trek on in our 
zeal to take action! 

With humility, we as individuals step forward 
to affirm the unalienable rights of all our people. So 
many even died following the symbolic flag of “One 
nation, under God, indivisible . . . with liberty and 
justice for ALL”. We act in a loyalty for not only those 
precious rights endowed to us but also in reverence 
to all those who with bravery and fidelity gave 
everything for this Land. 

Who are we then not to give what we can to 
personally stand with other souls to bring 
enlightenment to the darkness of ignorance, to 
embrace and learn from differences and declare the 
deception and naked truth of greed for power and 
self-seeking? 

The “I” Difference paradoxically incorporates 
the “us” of “we the people.” Aristotle first said, “The 
whole is greater than the sum of its parts.” As each of 
us works doing our best individually we can make 
that united difference to the visionary core of 
America. With synergy we multiple each of our 
singular efforts into the larger whole of our 
fundamental foundations. To borrow from a famous 
quote, you can provide the difference you wish to see 
. . . the I Difference.  
 

  



Labor’s Perspective

 
Andrew Puzder: President Trump’s 
Remarkably Poor Choice for Secretary of 
Labor  
By John Kretzschmar 

By 1870, half of the workforce had left the 
farms and ranches of America and they began selling 
their intelligence, experience, and strength to 
employers to earn a living.  It was the beginning of 
the industrial revolution and America’s Gilded Age.  
This period was noted for its Robber Barons, 
Huddled Masses, and not much in between.  

The industrial revolution energized the 
economy, and created enormous wealth that went to 
the economic elites of the nation. Wage earners 
mourned their loss of independence, and some even 
referred to themselves as “wage slaves.”   

All across North America, on May 1, 1886, 
there were protests and marches to support the 8-
hour day. 1886 was also the year the American 
Federation of Labor was formed, and a Robber Baron 
named Jay Gould famously noted that he was 
unafraid of a pending labor strike on a railroad he 
owned by bragging that he could “employ one half of 
the working class to kill the other half.”   

But the tide was slowly changing.  Congress 
enacted the Sherman Anti-Trust Act in 1890 to 
control the largest businesses that were asserting 
more and more control over the political economy of 
the nation. Everyday Americans began to believe the 
deck was stacked against them. Farmers, ranchers 
and wage earners united on July 4, 1892 to found the 
Populist Party in order to challenge the two major 
parties of their day.   

Leading up to the 1896 Presidential election, 
Mark Hanna, President McKinley’s campaign 
manager, quipped, “There are two things that are 
important in politics. The first is money, and I can't 
remember what the second one is.”    

The Populist Party was short lived, but set the 
stage for the Progressive Era when labor began 
finding support in high office. President Theodore 
Roosevelt, who replaced President McKinley after his 
assassination, became a champion of the “little man” 
and an opponent of the influence big business had 
over our political economy. Roosevelt eventually left 
the Republican Party and ran as a third party 
candidate for President in the 1912 election—a three 
way race that Woodrow Wilson won. In September of 
1912 Roosevelt observed, “There was once a time in 
history when the limitation of governmental power 
meant increasing liberty for the people. In the 
present day the limitation of governmental power, of 

governmental action, means the enslavement of the 
people by the great corporations who can only be 
held in check through the extension of governmental 
power.”   

In 1913 as one of his final acts as President, 
William Howard Taft established the Department of 
Labor giving organized labor a voice in the 
President’s Cabinet. After his election, President 
Wilson appointed a founding father of the United 
Mine Workers of America as Secretary of Labor.   

In 2017, President Trump has appointed 
Andrew Puzder, CEO of CKE Restaurants to be 
Secretary of Labor—a Cabinet Department set up to 
protect everyday wage earners by advocating for 
improving working conditions and enforcing worker 
rights and safeguards—a department that was set up 
with the active support of organized labor.  CKE 
Restaurants employs marginalized workers who 
Puzder has referred to as “the best of the worst.” 
They have filed suits against their employers—about 
90 percent of these fast food restaurants are 
franchises—alleging wage theft and sexual 
harassment and suffering discipline for making 
complaints about these reputed violations.   

Mr. Puzder is also active in the National 
Restaurant Association, the other NRA. This NRA 
opposes the right of employees to bring meaningful 
democracy into their workplaces. This NRA has 
actively opposed improvements in working 
conditions and wages, like improving the minimum 
wage for tipped workers that has remained at 
$2.13/hr. since 1991! He has publicly said he believes 
he’d replace his employees with robots if he could. He 
has noted that robots don’t call in sick, they don’t 
take FMLA, and they don’t file complaints against 
their employers.   

This bit of thinking reminds me of a reputed 
exchange between a Ford Motor Car executive and 
Walter Reuther, a one-time president of the United 
Automobile Workers union. The executive noted, 
“You know, each one of these machines [robots] takes 
the place of three of your members and not one of 
them pays dues to the UAW.” To which Reuther 
replied, “And, how many of those machines do you 
think will buy Ford cars?” Puzder, like the Ford man, 
forgets that we live in a consumer-driven economy, 
and the best friends of Main Street merchants are 
well-paid wage earners.  

Mr. Puzder opposes the very things the 
Department of Labor exists to do is an insult to 
working families. Puzder is uniquely unqualified for 
Secretary of Labor. He should be vigorously opposed 
by those who understand that, in our consumer 
driven economy, the best friend of Main Street 
merchants are well-paid workers.   



Kemper Cartoons 
Steve Kemper is a regular contributor of editorial 
cartoons to this newsletter. Inspired by events in 
Washington, Steve sent several cartoons this month, 
so we have devoted a full page to his work in this 
issue. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
It was difficult to see the presidential limo in the inaugural 
parade. 

 

 
 

  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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