
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidates for Office 
Lincoln City General Election, May 2, 2017 
Note: Democratic candidates in contested races are listed in alphabetical order by last name. 

 

   

Leirion Gaylor Baird 

Lincoln City Council 

At Large Position 

(Vote for 3 candidates) 

Bennie Shobe 

Lincoln City Council 

At Large Position 

(Vote for 3 candidates) 

Maggie Mae Squires 

Lincoln City Council 

At Large Position 

(Vote for 3 candidates) 

  
  

Kathy Danek 

Lincoln Board of 

Education, 

District 1 

Barbara Baier 

Lincoln Board of 

Education, 

District 3 

Don Mayhew 

Lincoln Board of 

Education, 

District 7 

Zachary James 

Lincoln Airport Authority 
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The primary for 

the city of Lincoln 
election is behind us. 
We are now racing 
toward the general 
election on May 2nd. 
The Democratic 
candidates who will be 

competing with three Republicans for three at large 
city council seats are Leirion Gaylor Baird, Bennie 
Shobe, and Maggie Squires. All three of the incumbent 
Democrats on the Lincoln Public School Board were 
unopposed and will be returned for another term. 
There are two open seats for Airport 
Authority.  Democrat Zachary James is running 
against two Republicans.  

The Lancaster County Democratic Party is a 
member of the Mayor's Coordinated Campaign. We 
are pooling our resources to get our Democratic 
candidates elected by sharing volunteers, 
contributing to slate card purchase and providing our 
office facilities for use by the candidates. We also 
provide food for our volunteers who do phone 
banking. Our phone banking for the general election 
get out the vote (GOTV) efforts begin on April 17th 
from 12 noon to 8 pm every day to May 2nd. We need 
volunteers to call voters, donate food, bottled water 
and distribute yard signs. We need everyone to help! 
If you have just a couple of hours to volunteer in 
some way, it will make a big difference in electing 
Democrats. Our goal is to take back the majority on 
the City Council! Candidates always need financial 
support if you can't volunteer your time. Call our 
office at 402-476-2268 or visit our website 
at www.lancastercountydemocrats.org to sign up to 
volunteer. 

 
We are making progress improving our social 

media sites thanks to Amy Hochstetler, Chair of the 
Technology Committee and James Baldus, who serves 
on both the Technology and Communication/Public 
Relations committees. James received the Chair's 
award for his contributions to the party at our 
Patriots' fundraiser last month. Allo will install 
fiber optic cable next week at our office. This will 
increase our internet upload and download speeds 
dramatically and should prevent the crashes we 
occasionally have when many people are using our 
computers simultaneously. We have many other 

plans to coordinate the use of technology to make our 
jobs easier and more efficient and to 
timely disseminate information to voters and 
members of the county party. If you have an interest 
in helping Amy and James, please contact our office. 
 

The Lancaster County Democratic Party 
hosted a very successful State Central Committee 
meeting at Lincoln East High School in March thanks 
to Stephanie Mate. It was well attended.  

The Nebraska Democratic Party, under the 
leadership of Jane Kleeb, is doing new things to 
engage Democrats and to support the county party 
chairs in electing Democrats to local office. We 
appreciate the support of the NDP! 
 

Our Lancaster County Central Committee 
meeting in March was again standing room only. 
After the meeting adjourned, we had an open forum 
to let attendees voice the issues they have been 
concerned about since the election of Donald Trump. 
We suggested solutions and actions people can take 
on their own to get active and do something positive. 
People are organizing grassroots efforts all over the 
country and engaging in the political process like 
never before. This is good for our county and state 
party and good for our nation! For too long, a small 
number of people and organizations have been 
carrying the water for others. I am heartened and 
optimistic about the new people who have become 
activists, have decided to run for elective office and 
want to turn around the Democratic party with new 
ideas. Join us at our next Central Committee meeting 
on April 18th, 7:00 p.m. at 830 L Street. We will make 
room for you! 
 

Best quote from a volunteer this election 
cycle: "Democracy is hard work." I will close by 
saying as I always do, "Democracy is not a spectator 
sport!" Get out. Get Active. Tag, you are it!  
 
 

 

  

 

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise 
in democracy. You vote in elections 
once a year, but when you volunteer, 
you vote every day about the kind of 
community you want to live in.”— 
Unknown 

 

https://mail.twc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.lancastercountydemocrats.org&hmac=032f0b99402e0f44693dd4d5d71e4804


Your City Council Votes Matter 
By Doug Emery 
 

Lincoln has made huge strides in the last 10 
years. Those strides were made with Democratic 
leadership in the Mayor's office and on the City 
Council. We have a new Arena, a thriving economy 
and a booming housing market. We are at a 
crossroads however.  

The past two years have seen the Republican 
Majority on the City Council try to roll back some of 
those gains. Currently that majority is not sufficient 
to override a mayoral veto and we still have checks 
and balances. However, there will be a strong 
attempt to defeat Leirion and to get a super majority.  

We need to make sure we tell our story and 
get out and vote to see that not only do they not get a 
super majority but that we elect at least two 
Democrats to take the Majority back.  

Be proud of where Lincoln is and where it is 
headed and make sure we elect the right people to 
continue that growth. Call your friends and get out to 
support all the Democrats who are on the ballot. 

 
 

 

Watchful Citizen 

 
 

In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 

show on community access TV, check us out! The show 

airs on cable channel 13, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 

6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays.  

The current guest on our show is Maggie Squires, 

candidate for City Council. 

And check our video archive on YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems. 

 

 

 

Primary Election Night Party 
Pictures on these two pages were taken at the 

Primary Election Night Victory Party, held April 4, 
2017, at the Single Barrel restaurant. Join us for 
another Victory Party after you vote in the May 2 
General Election! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

To contribute an article or letter to the editor 

contact Jean Sanders, Editor at 

jsanders@neb.rr.com or Jim Johnson, Public 

Relations Chair at LCDP@neb.rr.com.   

 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:LCDP@neb.rr.com


 
Zachary James, candidate for Airport Authority 
 

 
Kathy Danek, candidate for Board of Education 
 

 
Lou Braatz, candidate for City Council 

 
Leirion Gaylor Baird, candidate for City Council 
 

 
Bennie Shobe, candidate for City Council 
 

 
Maggie Squires, candidate for City Council 
  



33rd Annual Patriots’ Dinner 
 
The Lancaster County Democratic Party held 

the 33rd annual Patriots' awards and fundraising 
dinner at the Marriott Cornhusker Hotel on March 
5th. Jane Kleeb delivered a rousing speech reminding 
us of the many women who have gone before us to 
secure voting rights and civil rights for Americans. 
 The dessert auction was a roaring success 
and a lot of fun with auctioneer David Domina 
conducting. City council candidate Lou Braatz came 
up with a novel idea to raise money for his box of 
cookies that resulted in over $2,000 in donations 
from the crowd! Everyone said it was the best event 
we have had in recent memory. Thank you to all who 
donated time to make it such a huge success. 
 The award recipients were:  

 Patriots' award: John Yoakum and Mike 
Wiley;  

 Chair's award: James Baldus;  
 Volunteers of the Year award: Melissa Ryks 

Schock and Andrew Schock;  
 Community Outreach award: Brandon 

Langlois;  
 Labor Award: Mike Pittz;  
 Young Democrat Award: Lauren Williams.  
Our party and community are better for having 

the efforts of these awardees in our midst.  
Congratulations to all of them and thank you for 

your invaluable service! 
 
Sean Flowerday, 
Fundraising Chair 
Jane Egan, 
County Party Chair 
 

Jane Kleeb, keynote speaker. 
 

 

 
 

 
Award winners; from left: Lauren Williams, Mike 
Pittz, Andrew Schock, Brandon Langlois, James 
Baldus, Mike Wiley, and John Yoakum. 
(Not shown: Melissa Ryks Schock.) 
 

 
Dave Domina. 
  



Labor’s Perspective

 

The Political Engagement of Organized 
Labor 
By John Kretzschmar  
 

It is said that “unions will not leave politics 
alone, because politics will not leave unions alone.”  
This is an attempt to explain the nexus of unions and 
political engagement.  

The story of how organized labor evolved and 
humanized today’s employment relationship is 
missing from the nation’s history. An important tool 
for creating more fair and just workplaces using 
political engagement is an important part of that 
story.   

At our nation’s founding the Constitution 
failed to establish standards for voting in federal 
elections. That decision was left to the states. Those 
state constitutions primarily limited voting to white 
male property owners of a certain age. State 
constitutions weren’t rewritten to change that until 
in the 1820s.   

That’s the context for that first court case 
dealing with organized labor and collective 
bargaining, which basically pitted union members, 
who were without property, against their employers, 
who had the right to vote.  In 1806, there was an 
absence of statutory law dealing with the subject. So 
a judge in Philadelphia made a common law ruling 
that labor unions were, in his opinion, “illegal 
criminal conspiracies.” Several states then moved to 
codify that understanding.   

In that era, organized labor existed only in 
large port cities. By 1830 local union organizations 
were already beginning to organize politically. The 
effort created a local labor party, whose platform 
included “dangerous” planks advocating for an end to 
imprisonment for debt, mechanic’s lien laws, free 
universal public education, and the 10-hour day.   

Labor’s next major experimentation was 
during the 1860s following the Civil War. The 
National Labor Union, which was a federation of 
unions, was established in 1866 and was so stricken 
by the importance of political engagement that in 
1872 it turned itself into the National Labor Party.  Its 
nominee for President refused to run and the effort 
ended a failure.   

The American Federation of Labor (AFL) was 
established in 1886. That was the same year that Jay 
Gould, a Robber Baron of the era, said that he was 
unafraid of a pending strike on a railroad he owned 
because he could “hire one half of the working class 
to kill the other.” It was also the year that the Toronto 

Globe and Mail wrote, “Unions were good at one time, 
but haven’t they outlived their usefulness?”   

The political philosophy of the AFL was 
expressed by its first president, Samuel Gompers.  He 
was familiar with the National Labor Party, and 
feared tying his organization to any political party 
and so said the AFL would reward its friends and 
punish its enemies. This meant that the organization 
busied itself with supporting and opposing legislation 
rather than endorsing candidates.   

The AFL thought it had done its job well with 
the 1890 passage of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. The 
thought was that large corporations that were 
dominating the economy and addressing politics 
would finally be reined in. Unfortunately, organized 
labor, which was not addressed in the Congressional 
debate leading to its passage, became a target of the 
act. That event spurred organized labor to a more 
robust involvement in the political arena.  

In the 1886 Presidential race, William 
McKinley ran against Nebraska’s William Jennings 
Bryan. The Robber Barons and corporate funding 
played a major role in the McKinley camp.  
McKinley’s campaign manager, Mark Hanna, in the 
lead up to the election, remarked, “There are two 
things that are important in politics. The first is 
money, and I can’t remember what the second one 
is.” Not surprisingly, the AFL threw its support to 
Bryan.   

The 1920s, with Presidents Harding, 
Coolidge, and Hoover, were hard on organized labor. 
In 1922 Harding’s Attorney General said, “So long, 
and to the extent that I can speak for the government 
of the United States, I will use the power of 
government within my control to prevent labor 
unions of this country from destroying the open 
[union free] shop.”  

In that decade, the AFL lost two million 
members thanks to a recession, hostile legislation, 
and anti-worker injunctions. The 1924 presidential 
race pitted Republican Coolidge against Democrat 
John W. Davis. The AFL was going through turmoil as 
its president, Samuel Gompers, died that year. In that 
year’s election, the AFL broke from the Democrats at 
the presidential level. In 1924, the Ku Klux Klan 
(KKK) was peaking in the nation, and neither major 
party could pass an anti-KKK plank in its political 
platform. The AFL supported Wisconsin’s Robert 
Lafollette in his independent bid for President. Davis 
and Lafollette lost, and things remained tough for the 
eight years of the Coolidge and Hoover 
Administrations.   

The ties to the Democratic Party at a national 
level remain strong, but on local levels organized 
labor refuses to be exclusively tied to the Democrats. 



In Omaha, the Nebraska State AFL-CIO has regularly 
supported Democratic candidates for elected office, 
but has also supported Republicans with whom it can 
work to shape legislation. For organized labor, the 
original edict of “rewarding your friends, and 
punishing your enemies” remains an operable way of 
engaging in the political process.   And the success of 
legislation dealing with the regulation of child labor; 
unemployment insurance; workers’ compensation; 
Social Security; equal pay for equal work, civil rights, 
voting rights, occupational safety and health, as well 
as family and medical leaves back up that assertion. 
Labor helped humanize the workplace and the 
community.   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancaster County Democratic Party 

P.O. Box 83213 

Lincoln NE 68501-3213 

402-476-2268 

http://www.LancasterCountyDemocrats.org 
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