
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Update from Nebraskans for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty 
By Matt Maly - Operations Coordinator 

 

NADP continues to be in a time of transition, 
with regards to our staff, board, finances and 
advocacy, including myself recently taking on the role 
of operations coordinator upon the retirement of 
Rev. Steve Griffith. We greatly appreciate Steve’s 
dedication to this important cause and wish him well 
in his future endeavors. 

You may not see anything too terribly exciting 
coming from NADP in the immediate future but, rest 
assured that we’re as passionate as ever about once 
again replacing the death penalty with life without 
the possibility of parole. In the months to come, we’ll 
continue to brainstorm and experiment about the 
best ways to move towards that goal in our current 
political climate.  

We do have some great news to report from 
the legislature. LB 661, which sought special 
protections for lethal injection drug suppliers to 
conceal their identity, was effectively defeated for the 
year. There wasn’t actually a vote on the bill but, the 
sponsor was unable to garner enough support for it 
to warrant more than three hours of floor debate. A 
broad coalition of Senators have stood their ground 
and are unwilling to give up transparency for the 
sake of being able to use a broken government 
program.  

A similar law was recently struck down by an 
appeals court in Texas, ruling that the claim that the 
suppliers’ identities being known by the public 
caused a substantial threat of physical harm” was 
“mere speculation.” Were the bill in Nebraska to be 
brought up again next session and passed, it would 
likely have similar problems in the court system and 
eventually wouldn’t stand. But, it would create a new 
basis for an additional set of appeals and, for the sake 
of victims’ families, we want to avoid that kind of a 
legal battle here in Nebraska.  

There is the potential for LB661 or another 
similar bill to come up again in the 2018 legislative 

session, which NADP will keep a close watch on. So, 
please continue to let your Senators know that you’re 
still opposed to the death penalty and that you 
certainly won’t accept giving up transparency, 
additional tax dollars or fairness to try to make it 
work. Also, be sure to follow NADP on Facebook and 
Twitter to keep up to date on this important issue 
and find out about our future plans as an 
organization and ways you can get involved. 

 
 

 
Fundraiser for 2018 Elections 
Saturday, June 24th, 7:00 p.m. 
Single Barrel Restaurant 
130 N. 10th Street, Lincoln 
Requesting a freewill donation of $20 per person 
or you can become a sustaining donor for a minimum 
of $5.00 per month. We will throw in a free tee shirt 
with your sustaining donor pledge! 
Come on down and socialize with Democrats and 
support our county party!  
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Notes From the Chair 

Jane Egan 

 

  
It's that time of 

year for weddings, 
graduation parties, 
vacations and gardening 
activities. We are 
sprouting new flowers 
and candidates running 
for office in 2018. Dennis 

Crawford has announced his candidacy for the 1st 
Congressional District against incumbent Jeff 
Fortenberry. Others are considering or have 
announced but have not filed yet.  Representative 
Fortenberry was first elected to Congress in 2005. 
Voters will have to decide if he deserves to be 
returned for another two years. Will they ask 
what Rep. Fortenberry has done for the 1st District? 
Can you name one piece of legislation he 
sponsored that benefitted you personally? It is all too 
easy for incumbent politicians to be reelected, 
especially if they are Republican in the state of 
Nebraska. 
  The 1st District includes Lincoln and Omaha 
where Democrats do well if Democrat voters turn 
out. That has been a problem in the past. Democrats 
win when Democrats vote. There is no magic formula 
to move people to vote, only hard work by committed 
volunteers who care about our government and our 
society.  

We showed our strength in the May 2nd 
General election by returning a Democrat majority to 
the Lincoln City Council. Democrat voters were 
prodded, called, sent mailers, invited to candidate 
forums and visited door to door to urge them to get 
to know the Democrat candidates and to get them to 
the polls. It shouldn't take that much effort to get 
people to vote their interests, but for many reasons, 
voters do not have a strong sense of citizenship. That 
must change.  
 The good news is, the election of Trump has 
awakened millions of people to get active in the 
political process. They are running for office in huge 
numbers all across the country. They are joining their 
local Democrat party and have created their own 
grassroots organizations.  Money is pouring into the 
support of these organizations. That bodes well for 
Democrats. We cannot let up. We must move our 
country and our county forward by electing 
progressive Democrats. We lost a lot of ground 
during the Obama administration. Republicans 

focused on winning majorities in state houses 
and governorships as well as the Congress and 
Senate. They took over school boards, city councils 
and elected Republican mayors. Now it is time for us 
to rebuild and come roaring back to do the same. 
Democrat activists and organizations sat back when 
it counted most. We cannot afford to continue the 
apathy that got us a Trump administration and a 
Republican majority across the nation. 
 Our nation and our local communities do 
better when Democrats win. Our philosophy is to 
help our civil society meet the needs of the poor, the 
sick, the young and the old. We do better as a people 
when we support a clean environment, have a strong 
public education system, and provide for those who 
are in of need of food, shelter, health care and jobs. 
We believe business and corporations should support 
the work of government to meet those needs. We do 
not believe government should enrich corporations 
and turn our civil society into an oligarchy. But that is 
what we have and we must right the ship. 
 Our Lancaster County Democratic Party has 
grown in membership and has been able to sustain 
our goals to elect Democrats by the generosity of our 
volunteers and financial supporters. The 2018 
elections will require continued volunteer 
and monetary support. This time of year people's 
attention turn away from politics and are less 
engaged. Your county party is not taking any time off 
as we set our sights on the 2018 elections. The 
Fundraising Committee is actively planning events to 
raise money for our candidates. The next event is 
7:00 p.m., Saturday, June 24th at the Single Barrel 
Restaurant, 130 N. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska. We 
are working on getting a band to play for the event. 
We will ask for a freewill donation of $20 per person. 
Or you can become a sustaining donor for a minimum 
of $5.00 per month. We will throw in a free tee shirt 
with your sustaining donor pledge! Come on down 
and socialize with Democrats and support our county 
party!  
 I hope you all have a wonderful Spring. Please 
remember to include the county party in your spring 
and summer plans. We need people to volunteer for 
all of our standing committees. This is a great time to 
engage and learn how to be a valuable member of 
your county party in-between election cycles. This is 
the time to build our party without the pressure of 
election activities. Our next Central Committee 
meeting is June 20th, 7:00 p.m. at 830 L 
Street.  Please plan to attend and bring a friend. 
 Remember, Democracy is not a spectator 
sport. It takes all of us. Get out there. Get active. Tag! 
You're it! 



Crawford For Congress: It’s Time To 
Repeal And Replace Fortenberry 

 

Washington, D.C. 
is broken and the GOP 
majority in the Congress 
has failed the country and 
the people of Nebraska 
CD01. Representative Jeff 
Fortenberry is part of the 
problem. His votes have 
enabled the extreme GOP 
Congressional leadership 

that is hurting the country. Electing Jeff Fortenberry 
to an eighth term won’t solve these problems. It will 
only aggravate them. If you want different results out 
of Washington, you need to elect different people. 

That’s why I announced that I’m running for 
Congress this week. I’m a family man, lifelong 
Nebraskan, attorney and small business owner. I’m 
running to act as a check and balance on Trump and 
to make sure our children have the same kinds of 
opportunities I had growing up in Lincoln. When I’m 
elected, I will put Nebraska first. Unfortunately, 
Fortenberry has been putting Trump and the special 
interests first. 

Fortenberry’s recent vote in favor of Trump 
Care certainly didn’t put Nebraska first. Instead, my 
opponent voted to throw thousands of Nebraskans 
under the bus. If Trump Care were to become law, 
approximately 49,000 people in CD01 would lose 
their insurance coverage. Overall, Trump Care would 
take away insurance from 24 million Americans to 
fund a $600 billion tax cut for the special interests 
and the wealthy. 

Trump Care wouldn’t only kick millions off 
insurance, it would gut the consumer friendly ban on 
pre-existing conditions clauses in the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA). States would be authorized to give 
insurers unlimited power to raise premiums for 
those who are sick or who may get sick. At the same 
time, Fortenberry and other members of Congress 
would still enjoy the ACA’s consumer protections. 

My opponent and his party bosses are hell 
bent on passing Trump Care because under the 
Congress’ arcane budget rules, it would allow the 
Republicans in Congress to pass a permanent tax cut 
for the wealthiest Americans. Back in January, 
Fortenberry voted to add $9.7 trillion to the national 
debt in a budget resolution that was rammed through 
on a straight party line vote. This reckless budget 
would pave the way for trillions of dollars of tax cuts 
for the wealthy. It would also double the annual 

budget deficit and return us to the days of $1 trillion 
annual deficits. 

The Nebraska CD01 member of Congress has 
no problem with adding trillions to the national debt 
for special interest tax breaks but he believes we 
need to end Medicare as we know it because of costs. 
My opponent has voted several times to privatize 
Medicare and turn it into a voucher program. This 
radical transformation of Medicare would cost baby 
boomers and senior citizens thousands of dollars in 
additional out of pocket medical costs every year. 
Nebraska senior citizens would end up paying a lot 
more for vastly inferior insurance coverage. 

While the focus this year has been on 
domestic policy, we shouldn’t overlook the fact that 
Fortenberry has a troubling record on national 
security and is soft on terrorism. On two occasions in 
2015, my opponent voted to shut down the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) over an 
unrelated immigration issue even though the U.S. was 
being threatened with terrorist attacks. 

Fortenberry’s two votes to shutdown DHS 
over a partisan dispute with President Obama were 
especially reckless since a shutdown of that agency 
could slow down or weaken a U.S. response to a 
terrorist attack. The second vote to shutdown DHS 
came at a time when the Mall of America in 
Minneapolis was threatened with an attack by a 
radical Islamist group. Despite that threat to the 
Midwest, Fortenberry defended his votes by saying 
that “The House of Representatives has done the 
right thing here. We’ve stood on principle.” 

It’s pretty obvious that Fortenberry is out of 
touch with his constituents and that he has 
prioritized Trump and the special interests. It’s time 
for new leadership in Washington. As a member of 
Congress, I would: 

 Act as a necessary check and balance on the 
executive branch as was envisioned by the 
Founding Fathers. 

 Support a Medicare “buy in for all” plan. 
 Support a higher minimum wage. 
 Support genuine infrastructure investments, 

i.e. money for projects,  not special interest 
tax breaks and privatization. 

 Support investments in renewable energy 
such as wind and solar power. 

It’s time for Nebraska’s member of Congress in 
CD01 to put Nebraska first. When I’m elected, it will 
be Nebraska first, Nebraska always. It’s time to repeal 
and replace Fortenberry! 
  



Proposed Costco Poultry Operation Puts Area Water At Risk 
By Graham Christensen 

 
There are now 736 impaired waterways in Iowa according to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources. 

The contaminated waterways are being attributed to the over-development of concentrated animal feeding 
operations (CAFO’s) on Iowa’s waterways, which has led to big investments for Des Moines ratepayers in order to 
subsidize their world-class de-nitrification facility. This is the reality today in Des Moines, as levels of nitrates are 
now over EPA safe levels of 10 parts per million (ppm), leading to serious health implications to area residents 
living without de-nitrification. 

In regards to the proposed Costco Poultry Operation, after almost a year of raising concerns, there are still 
numerous unanswered questions.  One question in particular should be of concern to Nebraskans: “If this project 
were to be allowed, would it further endanger the quality of our state’s precious water resource?” This 
concern does not just apply to Fremont, but to the larger community of Eastern Nebraska, where approximately 
one million people reside.    

Costco’s proposed operation is unlike anything else our state has seen. The project would process 
approximately 350,000 chickens per day, with a feed mill and a hatchery, all located in a floodplain adjacent to the 
Platte River. Discharged waste from the operation will then be run through a wastewater treatment facility and 
remaining wastes dumped into the Elkhorn River, just upstream from the Ashland wellhead location that provides 
drinking water for Lincoln residents. In addition, over 17 million chickens will be housed in approximately 450 
barns, spread out over an 11-county area, all located upstream from the Omaha and Lincoln metro areas.   
 

 
 

Nitrate levels in the Elkhorn River, which is located upstream from the Ashland wellhead location, provide drinking 
water for Lincoln residents. This chart shows nitrates are already registering at 9 milligrams per liter, or parts per 

million, in the Elkhorn River. Any new nitrates, above and beyond what is currently being discharged in the Elkhorn or 
Platte Rivers, could impact the water quality in Lincoln. 

 

To put this into perspective, these chickens would generate approximately 3.9 million pounds of 
waste per day, which is more than twice the amount of human waste produced per day by the City of 
Omaha, according to a research letter produced by John Hopkins University.   

This litter would need to be spread out perfectly by the farmer to ensure there is no runoff into our 
waterways. While Costco/Lincoln Premium Poultry will provide a Nutrient Management Plan for the farmer to 
help them allocate litter there will still be problems. For example, during heavy rainfall events, which we are 
experiencing more often due to the volatile conditions caused by climate change, it will be nearly impossible to 
ensure litter does not runoff, further polluting our increasingly contaminated waterways.   



Our waterways need to be protected. As the state legislature has deregulated safeguards to allow for more 
CAFO development in Nebraska, our groundwater and waterways have become increasingly vulnerable, and more 
contaminated (see below chart). This is because our expansive and precious water resource makes us a target for 
large industrialization.  

 
Nitrate levels in Nebraska have continued to increase with the growth of agriculture industrialization.  Excessive 

nitrate exposure can cause health issues like Blue Baby Syndrome, which can be deadly in infants, and in some cases 
various forms of cancer, thyroid conditions, reproductive issues, and diabetes. 

  
At recent informational events held in Omaha and Lincoln, sponsored by 14 coalition groups including the 

League of Women Voters, Guardians of the Aquifer, Nebraska Communities United, Sierra Club and Lancaster 
County Farmers Union, experts from the University of Nebraska Medical Center and from the Des Moines Water 
Works Utility, warned that there could be a significant impact to our water quality. Both expert speakers stated it is 
up to us to decide if the benefits of a project like this outweigh the risks. The resounding response from area 
residents was NO, risking the quality of our water is NOT a risk worth taking. 

In the coming months, it will be crucial for the larger community of Eastern Nebraska to weigh in to ensure 
our resources will not be put at risk.  This means we must ask tough questions.   

Opportunities for engagement will come in several ways, including an upcoming public permitting process 
with the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ), supporting Senator Carol Blood’s LR4, which 
calls for an interim study in the Legislature on water contaminants and how they affect our water quality, and 
engaging with our elected officials at all levels.   

The development of the proposed Costco Poultry Operation must be a discussion held beyond the City of 
Fremont, as a project of this magnitude will have impacts that stretch far beyond the Fremont community. In a time 
when we are experiencing rising trends in nitrates and other contaminants in Eastern Nebraska, we should expect 
some concrete answers from outside the food industry interests. We need thorough analysis from independent 
experts and continued engagement from area residents. After all, the salvation of the state is the watchfulness in 
the citizen.   

 
Resources: 
*September 19, 2016 John Hopkins University Center for a Livable Future Research Letter. 



The I Quotient 
By Suzanne Jouvenat 
 

Perhaps I need to be 
embarrassed about some of 
the thoughts and behaviors 
to which I have succumbed 
since Trump's election. It 
began with his declaration 
to run on that June day 
2015! Throughout these 
two years I have noticed 
more talking out loud to the 
television, putting up a 

protective wall in certain situations and grappling 
with a gut level apprehension as I argue within 
myself that Truth must eventually prevail.   

Frustration, anger, depression, 
incomprehension, desperation, irritability and 
sadness are some of the kaleidoscope of emotions 
that maybe you also have felt. Hearing news that 
there are others who think and feel as we do is a 
communal bond of relief that promotes some calm. 
Because of a natural gravitation to be with those who 
think like us, there is a tendency to talk about folks 
with contrary convictions as “those people.” “What is 
wrong with them” may be a thought in our mind that 
we hear aloud! 
 I would like to propose a possible shift in our 
thinking that might be helpful.  In last month's 
writing, I suggested we reach out to engage in 
discussions with people of the Trump mindset. If we 
feel confident in our thoughts, what do we have to 
lose if we offer to connect, listen and provide facts? 
Just as we often criticize others for divisiveness, how 
can we expect anything to change by our separation 
and disgust? After all, those others may also be 
looking at us as obstinate people with no path to 
communication. 

As stated in an earlier writing, humans have 
inherent, basic needs to not just survive, but also to 
have a sense of belonging and safety. When we meet 
those with prejudice and bigotry, it may create 
emotions and behaviors similar to those listed at the 
onset. What if we decide to recognize those others as 
having particular fears for their way of life and worry 
about changes they view as too progressive? Their 
fears create barriers promoting separation from 
various ethnicities or religions, whether it is a 
learned belief from their family or from life 
experiences. That individual may be subconsciously 
protecting herself. When the truth of those beliefs can 
be viewed and reframed in a safe, nonthreatening 
way, hope for tolerance emerges. 
 

Because most of you reading this desire that 
all Americans honor the equality of each individual 
and wish to enhance understanding, our path 
forward is to investigate and attempt to share actual 
facts. “Fake news” was explained to Congress when 
James Clapper stated Russia had infiltrated 
falsehoods into news mediums as one way of 
interfering in the election. These corrupted sources 
continue to permeate Americans' lives in all socio-
economic strata. I have recently received 
unwarranted news feeds from the “White House” and 
other sites that cannot be verified on any other 
legitimate sites. A person I formerly thought was a 
reasonable thinker shared he could only watch FOX 
News because all the others sources were...fake 
news!  

Much of the current confusion can feel as if 
we are living in a form of the Dark Ages. Accepting 
the veracity that “knowledge is power” and hearing 
about the proposed cuts to education in the 2018 Tax 
Plan, floods many of the rational citizenry with 
anxiety. We can have a high IQ and still be ignorant. 
There are countless subjects about which I know 
nothing; I have ignorance about scuba diving, race car 
driving, quantum physics, etc. Ignorance, more than 
intelligence, is a factor in our country's issues.     

Our IGNORANCE says nothing about our 
INTELLIGENCE unless we do not recognize the 
difference. I want to think there are those who simply 
do not know that their views do harm our country 
and are internally guided by the beliefs from their 
familial and cultural perceptions. Many folks in this 
great country have very little education in general 
civics, U.S. history, 20th century European history, 
etc. After reading Timothy Snyder's recent book, On 
Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the  Twentieth Century, 
I began contemplating what it would be like to form 
groups of people talking about our Nation’s history 
and seeking a community of citizens eager to know 
more about our foundation and values. Mr. Synder is 
the Levin Professor of History at Yale University, a 
member of the Committee on Conscience of the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum and a 
permanent fellow of the Institute for Human Science 
in Vienna. In it he succinctly lays out 20 areas for 
awareness and realization, each one about 2 small 
pages. As a 20th century European scholar, Professor 
Synder informs of similar instances when the 
populace was easily transfixed by false promises and 
deceived by the dominance of Nationalism. The 
voices of reason were ignored or dismissed.  

Now is our time to not disdainfully disagree 
with others; it is time to attempt to understand how 
the fears that breed ignorance can be soothed 
through a listening ear and calmly spoken facts. In 



our work with the DNC and our local LCDP, perhaps 
we can be more beneficial by promoting calls, groups 
and television ads that give unsensational facts to 
inform rather than angrily telling others how wrong 
they are. To be angry and self-righteous is so like the 
others.  Let us be different because we wish to uphold 
this great country's foundation of reasonable 
diversity. 

For example, education could promote 
understanding of the development and advantages of 
America being a global society for those opposed to 
globalization. Yet, importantly, widespread education 
means we trust the sources of those educating. There 
exists a veil of distrust from the “fake news” cloud. 
For those coming from a well-read background, it is 
difficult to comprehend, but absolute fact, this 
POTUS’s deception to his followers about their health 
care, infrastructure inaction, coal jobs and more jobs, 
the loyalty to foreign partners, preventing worsening 
environmental conditions, exchanging Medicaid 
dollars to billionaires tax cuts, rejecting groups of 
God-fearing people because they look different, 
allowing prejudice to act out in violence and even 
about his own secret financial dealings to acquire 
more power through increased wealth. Ignorance 
has placed blinders on many of our citizens due to no 
fault of their own.  
  I appeal to those reading this to consider 
forming groups, reaching out to provide facts 
whenever possible, drawing upon internal patience 
and compassion for their fellow citizens and 
financially supporting commercial Ads for media, TV, 
newspapers, to provide truth. The I Quotient means I 
will seek to use my Intelligence to dispel Ignorance.  
If we use the amount of energy promoted by our 
anger and channel that into assisting the spread of 
true facts, we can begin to transform our city, our 
community our State, our country—the world! 
 

 
 
 

Labor’s Perspective

 

Labor’s Untold Story 
By John Kretzschmar 
 

George Orwell wrote in his dystopian novel 
1984, “He who controls the present, controls the past. 
He who controls the past, controls the future.”  

I wholeheartedly agree. To understand where 
we’re heading, it is useful to understand where we’ve 
been. History is used to insure that we avoid 
repeating failed strategies and insure that we can 
learn from how people successfully met the 
challenges of their day. It is also useful in helping 
students understand they are the “history makers” of 
the future.   

Orwell understood that all history is taught 
with a bias. The bias is found in what the author 
chose to include and to exclude. It is further 
heightened by what is emphasized and de-
emphasized. What I am sharing now is being filtered 
through the values and principles with which I make 
sense of the world.   
 Periodic examinations of the history texts 
used in public schools have revealed that bias does 
indeed exist in how American history is presented to 
our children and grandchildren. James Loewen’s Lies 
My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American 
History Textbook Got Wrong which was originally 
published in 1996 and later updated in 2007 1) 
details that bias and 2) worries about the impact 
misinformation will have on students as they fulfill 
their duties as citizens.   

More recently the American Federation of 
Teachers (AFT) funded a report entitled American 
Labor in U.S. History Textbooks, which details what is 
missing and why it matters. It notes that the story of 
how organized labor helped raise standards of 
fairness and justice inside and outside American 
workplaces has been “misrepresented, downplayed, 
or ignored.”   

I have been asking people inside and outside 
the labor movement for over two decades if they 
received a comprehensive story about the whys and 
wherefores of that humanization process during their 
formal schooling. Less than five percent say they did!  
 Society, like physics, abhors a vacuum. As the 
AFT report notes, the vacuum created by the missing 
history of labor unions is quickly filled with 
distortions, exaggerations, and outright lies about 
organized labor. These distortions, when repeated 
enough, become part of Americans’ understanding of 
the labor movements’ many accomplishments.  
 One of the ways I attempt to “fill in the 



blanks” for my students +is by doing a quick exercise 
with some quotes about the use and abuse of power, 
which I have been accumulating for nearly 4 decades. 
Here’s a short sampling of some quotes that catch 
people off guard:  

 
“I hope we shall crush in its birth the 

aristocracy of our moneyed corporations, which 

dare already to challenge our government to a 

trial of strength and bid defiance to the laws of 

our country.” Thomas Jefferson, 3rd President 

of the United States, in a November 12, 1816 

letter to Dr. George Logan drawing a lesson 

from what was happening in England and 

lamenting the lack of protection from corporate 

monopolies in our nation’s Bill of Rights 

 

“The laboring class is unfitted for self-

government . . . master and slave is a relation as 

necessary as that of parent and child, and the 

northern states will yet have to introduce it.” 

North Carolina newspaper, 1840s 

  

“Labor is prior to and independent of 

capital. Capital is only the fruit of labor, and 

could never have existed if labor had not first 

existed. Labor is the superior of capital, and 

deserves much higher consideration.” Abraham 

Lincoln, 16th President of the United States in 

his first message to Congress, December 3, 1861 

 

“I can employ one half of the working 

class to kill the other half.” Robber Baron Jay 

Gould, before the 1886 strike, which he 

intentionally provoked, on his Southwestern 

System 

 

“Unions were good at one time, but 

haven’t they outlived their usefulness?” Toronto 

Globe and Mail, May 6, 1886 

 

“There are two things that are important 

in politics. The first is money and I can't 

remember what the second one is.” Mark 

Hanna, William McKinley’s campaign manager 

on the influence of corporate funding of political 

campaigns 1895 

 

“What do we want? More schoolhouses 

and less jails; more books and less arsenals; 

more learning, less crime; more leisure, less 

greed; more justice, less revenge; in fact, more 

of the opportunities to cultivate our better 

natures.” Samuel Gompers, first President of the 

American Federation of Labor, circa 1898 

 

“The low wages at which women will 

work form the chief reason for employing them 

at all. . . . A woman's cheapness is, so to speak, 

her greatest economic asset. She can be used to 

keep down the cost of production where she is 

regularly employed. Where she has not been 

previously employed she can be introduced as a 

strike breaker to take the place of men seeking 

higher wages, or the threat of introducing her 

may be used to avert a strike. But the moment 

she organizes a union and seeks by organization 

to secure better wages she diminishes or 

destroys what is to the employer her chief 

value.” US Bureau of Labor, Report on 

Conditions of Women and Child Wage-Earners 

in the United States, vol. 10, 1911 

 

With each quote, as with each piece of history 
we are shown, the mind automatically and below the 
level of human awareness makes a series of 
calculations in response to those quotes. The mind 
asks, “Who are the villains, victims, and heroes?” It 
asks, “What are the values at stake?” And finally it 
asks, “Is intervention needed; when and by whom?”   

Without those quotes and the answers to the 
questions our brains ask, we’re unable to make 
informed decisions about 1) why unions are needed 
and 2) why they deserve our support. The missing 
information is something that needs to be corrected 
when the State Board of Education again reviews the 
social studies standards for the State of Nebraska.   
 

 
  

 



 

 Memorial Day.  Another three day holiday 
or a time of remembrance? My wife and I always 
carefully fly her father's coffin flag, weather 
permitting, during the Memorial Day weekend. This 
particular flag has 48 stars on it. While her father 
survived his tour as a Marine in the 3rd Marine 
Division in the South Pacific, he didn't get to see his 
two children graduate from high school.  In both of 
our families (3 generations), 8 persons have served 
in different branches of the military, with 5 of those 8 
individuals involved in direct and sustained combat 
activities.  
 So why draw this particular cartoon of 
“HIM” at the Tomb of the Unknown? In the 1990s, I 
read a transcript of a Howard Stearn radio program 
concerning an interview with Trump.  Typical lewd, 
disgusting commentary by Stearn.  In this particular 
segment of the program, Trump compared not 
serving in Vietnam to his "avoiding venereal disease" 
in New York City. (Click on Stern and Trump.) 
 I never forgot this interview and now, as I 
write this presently, I pause to reflect on the deaths 
of 4 veteran friends due to the effects of that 
damnable war.  
 That was the most disgusting article I had 
ever read. When I saw, this last Memorial Day, this 
President standing in front of that Tomb, and 
knowing of his past “Vietnam statement,” I 
experienced a deep and visceral form of contempt 
that his very physical presence was allowed to sully 
this sacred and hollow ground.   
 So, while this cartoon is a rather simple and 
benign visual comment, now you know the real story 
behind the drawing.  

Steve Kemper 

 

 

Watchful Citizen 

 
 

In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 

show on community access TV, check us out! The show 

airs on cable channel 13, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 

6:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays.  

And check our video archive on YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

To contribute an article or letter to the editor 

contact Jean Sanders, Editor at 

jsanders@neb.rr.com or Jim Johnson, Public 

Relations Chair at LCDP@neb.rr.com.   
 

 
“When widely followed public figures 
feel free to say anything, without any 
fact-checking, it becomes impossible for 
a democracy to think intelligently about 
big issues.”  
                   ― Thomas L. Friedman 

 
“The Democrats are the party that says 
government will make you smarter, 
taller, richer, and remove the crabgrass 
on your lawn. The Republicans are the 
party that says government doesn't work 
and then they get elected and prove it.”  
― P.J. O'Rourke, Parliament of Whores: A 
Lone Humorist Attempts to Explain the 
Entire U.S. Government 
 

http://people.com/politics/trump-boasted-of-avoiding-stds-while-dating-vaginas-are-landmines-it-was-my-personal-vietnam/
http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:LCDP@neb.rr.com
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/16759765.Thomas_L_Friedman
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14549850.P_J_O_Rourke
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/943667
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/943667
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/943667


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancaster County Democratic Party 

P.O. Box 83213 

Lincoln NE 68501-3213 

402-476-2268 

http://www.LancasterCountyDemocrats.org 
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