
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Notes From the Chair 

Jane Egan 

 

  
The smoke has 

cleared and the fireworks 
stands are gone for 
another year. Peace and 
tranquility have returned 
to Lancaster County! 
Alas, that is not so when 
it comes to politics. Each 

day brings another issue for Democrats to fight for or 
against. Today, I sent out two action alerts to 
mobilize Democrats to contact Nebraska Attorney 
General Doug Peterson and Nebraska Secretary of 
State John Gale. The Attorney General wants to phase 
out the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) and the Secretary of State will make a 
decision as to if he will provide Nebraska voter data 
to the Presidential Advisory Commission on Election 
Integrity, or as Donald Trump calls it, “the voter fraud 
panel." Integrity has little to do with the real reason 
this commission was formed. However, it has much 
to do with a long standing GOP strategy to use voter 
suppression tactics to win elections.  
 When the GOP can make voting more difficult 
for particular groups they want to disenfranchise, 
they win elections. They use redistricting (a nice 
name for gerrymandering), cross checking of names, 
reducing the hours polls are open, reducing the 
number of polling sites, shortening or eliminating 
early voting to discourage certain groups of people 
from exercising their RIGHT TO VOTE!  Democrats 
must stand up to protect and expand voting rights for 
everyone. Sadly, only 50% of eligible voters actually 
vote. So it looks like their plan is working. 
 But what if we were successful in rolling back 
the damage done by the GOP and made it easier for 
people to vote? Would citizens all of a sudden see the 
value of voting? What if we had a national voting day? 
What if we made voting mandatory like a few other 

countries do? These are questions Democrats must 
work together to answer. We have allowed the 
Republicans to beat us at this game. It is our duty and 
responsibility as citizens to do whatever is necessary 
to put real integrity into our voting procedures. We 
must also continue to educate citizens on the 
importance of voting. This will take the activism of all 
of us! Do not sit back and allow our most important 
right to be diminished or taken away! 

So what has your Lancaster County 
Democratic Party been up to lately? Our Fundraising 
Committee, headed by Interim Chair Bennie Shobe, 
held an event on June 24th at the Happy Raven. The 
Usual Suspects band performed free gratis and Sam 
Carrillo handled the sound equipment for the band. 
Maryjo Englehard Shibata organized the food buffet, 
set up and staffed the registration tables among many 
other tasks before and after the event. Thank you to 
all who worked this event and thank you Bennie 
Shobe for spearheading the Fundraising Committee 
until a permanent Chair can be named. The 
Fundraising committee continues to work on 
developing sustaining donor pledges and to create a 
master list of sponsors for our fundraising events. 
The committee meets on the 1st Wednesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at 830 L Street. We need all of your 
ideas to make certain we can meet our monthly 
expenses and raise funds for our candidates in the 
2018 election cycle.  Come to the committee meetings 
and bring your best ideas and names of potential 
sponsors to add to our list.  
 The Technology Committee is rebuilding our 
website using a new platform. We hope to have it 
fully operational in a few more weeks. They have 
developed a draft of the rules and regulations for 
using our social media sites. We will post them on 
our Facebook page and website. The Membership 
Committee has been active doing community 
outreach by staffing our booth at the Juneteenth and 
Star City Pride celebrations. We will have a booth at 
the Lancaster County Super Fair in August. We 
always need volunteers to staff these events. Call our 
office or visit our website 
at lancastercountydemocrats.org to fill out a 
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volunteer form. Maryjo Englehard Shibata chairs the 
Membership Committee. Thank you Maryjo for all 
you do for our county party!  
 I will hold strategy and training sessions for 
Legislative District (LD) leaders in August. The dates 
will be announced soon.  We have nine LD's, but 
several are still vacant and need to be filled. If you 
live in one of the following LD's and would like to 
serve as LD leader, please contact our office at  
402-476-2268. Leaders are needed in LD 21, 26, 29, 
and 32. If you do not want to commit to being a LD 
leader, you can be a precinct leader. LD leaders 
organize their districts by precinct. We need precinct 
leaders in all nine legislative districts. Contact our 
office to learn what LD and precinct leaders do and 
how you can fill these important positions within our 
county party.  If you enjoy talking and getting 
together with your neighbors to discuss and take 
action regarding issues facing your neighborhood, 
city, county, state and country, then this is a good 
place to start! Former House Speaker and Democrat 
Tip O'Neill once said, "All politics are local" and he 
was right. Get local and volunteer to work in your 
legislative district one way or another! 
 One final note.  County Commissioner 
Jennifer Brinkman notified me that a vacancy on the 
Lincoln Lancaster County Planning Commission 
needs to be filled by someone living in a rural area of 
Lancaster County. Please contact me if you are 
interested in serving on this commission. The 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Commission is a 
body of nine citizens appointed for staggered six-year 
terms by the Mayor with concurrence of the City 
Council and County Board. The Planning Commission 
is charged by state and local law with advising the 
City Council and County Board on a variety of 
planning and development matters. For more 
information, email plan@lincoln.ne.gov. 
The Planning Commission is comprised of nine voting 
members. 

Well that's all folks! Remember that 
democracy is not a spectator sport. It takes all of us 
together. Get out there. Get active. Tag! You're it! 
 

 
 

Update from Nebraskans for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty 
Matt Maly - Operations Coordinator 
 

Believe it or not, 2017 is halfway over already 
and with it comes the Death Penalty Information 
Center’s mid-year review. So far this year there have 
been only 13 executions carried out in 6 states. Thirty 
scheduled executions have been halted for one 
reason or another and only 16 new death sentences 
have been handed down across the country. While 
we would love for all of those figures to be zero, this 
really is great news as it demonstrates the continued 
gradual reduction in the use of capital punishment. 
Little by little, prosecutors are pursuing it less, juries 
are giving it less and states are doing it less, all of 
which strengthen our argument that we, as a society, 
can make better use of alternatives and simply do 
without capital punishment. 

As for a local update, here in Nebraska, the 
constitutionality of our death penalty is now being 
challenged. The motion was filed by attorneys on 
behalf of Patrick Schroeder who has been accused of 
strangling his cellmate at the Tecumseh State Prison 
and could receive the death penalty. The motion 
included 11 arguments including the racial disparity 
of who gets the death penalty, the geographic 
imbalance of sentences and evolving standards of 
decency. A hearing has been set for July 28th. 

If you haven’t already, be sure to like NADP 
on Facebook and follow us on Twitter to keep up to 
date on the issue and our work. 
 
Towards Justice, 
Matt Maly 
On behalf of all of NADP     
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Watchful Citizen 

 
 

In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 

show on community access TV, check us out! The show 

airs on LCC-TV, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m. 

on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 

(Subscribers of Charter/Spectrum: If you have been 

watching our show on Channel 13, note that the channel 

location is scheduled to change this month; see separate 

article elsewhere on this page.) 

Recent guests on our show have included: 

Dennis Crawford, candidate for Congress 

Don Mayhew, Lincoln Board of Education 

Kathy Danek, Lincoln Board of Education  

And check our video archive on YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems 

 

Watchful Citizen: Charter Spectrum 

Channel Lineup Changes 

 
 

For Charter Spectrum subscribers who are used to 

watching our show on Channel 13, be advised that later 

this month, as part of a move to 100% digital service, 

Charter Spectrum plans to move that channel and other 

Public, Education, and Government Access channels to 

what they call the “1300 series.” This change will be 

rolled out over the next few weeks, with different parts 

of the city being converted sometime between July 11 

and July 25.  Following is an excerpt of the letter 

announcing the channel lineup changes; highlighted 

channel is the location of our County Party TV show, 

The Watchful Citizen. For those who have been watching 

City Council, County Commissioner, and/or School 

Board meetings, note that those channels are moving 

too, as indicated by other lines in the chart. 

“On or after July 11, 2017, Public, Educational, and 

Government Access Channels (PEG Channels) will be 

relocated into a “Public Affairs Neighborhood.” The 

new locations of each of the PEG Channels may be 

found below. 

PEG Channel Current 
Channel 

New 
Channel 

City TV 5 1300 

Health TV 10 1301 

LCC TV 13 1302 

Education Access 80 1303 

Public Access 82 1304 

 

Charter will be actively communicating channel changes 

through direct mail to customers and an informational 

website: www.spectrum.com/digitalnow.” 
 

  

COMMITTEES 

 

All Lancaster County Democratic Party committees 

meet at the County Party office, 830 L St., Lincoln. 

Central Committee membership is not required for 

participation. Volunteers are welcome. 

 

Candidate Services – Bi-weekly starting Wed. 7/12  

and Wed. 7/26, 7:00 p.m. 

Jen Seaman, Chair, jen.seaman@doane.edu  

Fundraising – 1st Wed. each month  

 Bennie Shobe, Chair, bennie.shobe@gmail.com  

History – last Tues. Feb., May, Aug., Nov., 7:00 p.m. 

 Jean Sanders, jsanders@neb.rr.com   

Issues – 2nd Tues. each month, 7:00 p.m.  

 Ken Snyder, Chair, neilsen01@windstream.net 

Membership – 2nd Monday. Each month, 7:00 p .m. 

 Maryjo Shibata, Chair, mjes627@gmail.com  

Public Relations – 1st Tues. each month, 5:30 p.m. 

 Jim Johnson, Chair, jimjohnson@neb.rr.com  

Technology – 2nd Sat. each month, 11:00 a.m. 

 Amy Hochstetler & James Baldus, Co-Chairs 

 Msamyhochstetler@gmail.com  

 jhbaldus@gmail.com  

 

To contribute an article or letter to the editor  
of the newsletter contact Jean Sanders, Editor 
at jsanders@neb.rr.com or Jim Johnson, 
Public Relations Chair at LCDP@neb.rr.com.   
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mailto:jen.seaman@doane.edu
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mailto:neilsen01@windstream.net
mailto:mjes627@gmail.com
mailto:jimjohnson@neb.rr.com
mailto:Msamyhochstetler@gmail.com
mailto:jhbaldus@gmail.com
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
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Jessica McClure 
CD1 House of Representatives Candidate  
 

I’m seeking the 
Democratic nomination 
in Nebraska’s First 
Congressional district 
because I fundamentally 
disagree with the 
policies Washington 
politicians support. 
Many of these policies 
are hurting my family, 
and my community. I 
won’t stand for it, so I’m 
doing what I can to try 

to stop the current administration’s harmful path 
forward before they can hurt Nebraskans any further. 

I’m a working mother, so my campaign 
platforms reflect the issues I’ve been struggling with 
during the last few years. I think it’s important to 
focus on policies that support working parents like 
paid time off. I also want to explore problems in our 
healthcare system. My daughter was diagnosed with 
a chronic condition in November. She is doing great 
now that we have a diagnosis, but the cost of 
obtaining that diagnosis was financially devastating 
even though I have health insurance. If it’s this much 
of a struggle for my family, the cutbacks proposed by 
the Senate Healthcare bill is going to be devastating 
for Nebraskans. It shouldn’t be this expensive to keep 
us healthy.  

I also want to focus on education through 
proper public school funding, and affordable or no 
cost college degrees and certificate programs. 
Education shouldn’t be treated as a for-profit 
business, and the amount of student loan debt facing 
college graduates is getting out of hand. The job 
market is still pretty abysmal, and I know a lot of 
people who cannot find employment even with 
expensive degrees in hand. 

My qualifications are unique, but well suited 
for holding a federal office. I started my career 
working as an analytical chemist, but I quickly 

realized that lab work wasn’t for me. Eventually, I 
began working with chemical regulations. My 
experience working in compliance prompted me to 
go to law school. I studied a wide variety of topics, 
but really tried to take courses that reflected my 
background so I studied healthcare regulations, 
business, intellectual property, and chemical 
regulations. Chemical regulatory work is a little 
known, but very important job. As we all know, the 
government enacts legislation that businesses must 
follow, and some of that legislation includes 
protections that are in place to keep the public safe 
from chemicals. I think that more scientists need to 
be elected to office. Some public policy simply needs 
scientists as subject matter experts—not just 
politicians spouting campaign promises.  

My passion for helping my friends and family 
in our district, combined with my years of experience 
working with federal regulations make me an 
excellent candidate. I hope you’ll take the time to get 
to know me, and my values, so we can work together 
to win the district. 
Website: www.JessicaMcClureForCongress.com  
Facebook: Clure4congress 
Email: JessicaMcClureForCongress@gmail.com 
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Crawford For Congress — A Positive 
Platform For Progressive Change —
 Part One 

 
At a recent 

meeting with some voters, 
one of the people there 
correctly pointed out that 
she already knew why 
Trump and Fortenberry 
were bad for Nebraska 
CD-01 and the country. 
She correctly pointed out 
that candidates running 

for office have to be more than just against Trump and 
Fortenberry. We must be for something positive. 
That’s why I’m writing about my ideas for growing the 
economy and protecting our health care. 

In my opinion, the biggest challenge we face 
now as a society is the trend of inequality we have 
experienced since the early 1980s. Over the last 35 
years, middle class incomes have been squeezed and 
most of the gains have gone to the top 1%. This hasn’t 
only hurt the middle class — it has slowed down 
economic growth. We need to reverse this negative 
trend to get our country moving again and provide 
health care security for all Americans. 

The modern history of our country 
demonstrates that it all begins with the middle class. 
If middle class incomes grow, everybody prospers and 
we experience broadly shared and robust economic 
growth. The genuine job creators are middle class 
consumers. If they have more money to spend and 
more confidence in the future, everybody benefits. All 
of my ideas are aimed at strengthening the middle 
class. 

The first step in growing the middle class is 
for the Congress to act as a check and balance on the 
executive — as was envisioned by the Founding 
Fathers. At the Constitutional Convention, the 
Founding Fathers rejected proposals for a very 
powerful executive branch. As your member of 
Congress, I would stand up to reckless and lawless 
actions from Trump. If we are to preserve the middle 
class, we must first stop the regressive and 
destructive Trump/Fortenberry agenda. 

Stopping the agenda of the radical right isn’t 
enough. We must go on the offensive and present our 
own ideas for positive, progressive change. I would 
support the following measures as your member of 
Congress from Nebraska CD-01. 

 
Health Care Reform 

The issue I’ve heard about the most since I’ve 
been on the campaign trail is health care. People are 
genuinely concerned about protections for those with 
pre-existing conditions and rising premium and 
health care costs. 

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) has done a lot 
of good but there is always room for improvement. 
My plan is for a robust government or public option to 
be available for purchase on the ACA exchanges. I call 
my plan “Medicare Plus.” 

Medicare Plus would allow a consumer to 
select the government option or Medicare Plus to be 
his/her health insurance carrier in the insurance 
exchanges. Therefore, Medicare Plus would compete 
with the likes of Blue Cross Blue Shield and Conventry 
in the exchanges. The Medicare Plus plan would 
create a needed dose of competition in the heavily 
concentrated Nebraska insurance market. My plan, 
Medicare Plus, would keep healthcare costs affordable 
for working families in Nebraska by providing more 
options and creating additional market competition. 

ACA subsidies would be available for those 
who qualify to purchase Medicare Plus in the 
exchanges. This additional competition would force 
the already existing private health insurance 
companies in the exchanges to reduce their premiums 
and provide better service to their customers. 

The original ACA legislation contained a 
robust public option but it was blocked by the 
Republicans. The ACA would have worked a lot better 
if a public option or Medicare Plus had passed the 
Congress in 2010. 

Other reforms to improve the ACA would be 
more generous subsidies for the purchase of 
insurance and subjecting the insurance industry to 
the anti-trust laws. The application of the anti-trust 
laws would break up the insurance industry into 



smaller companies and would create more 
competition. 

If Trump and the GOP succeed in destroying 
the ACA, I would support a Medicare for all bill. 

 
Higher Wages 

Due to GOP obstruction, the federal minimum 
wage has been stuck at $7.25 per hour since 2007. 
The Nebraska minimum wage was raised to $9 per 
hour in a 2014 voter referendum. Nobody who is 
working full time should be living in poverty. That is 
simply immoral. We need a higher minimum wage. 

In 1968, the minimum wage was $1.60 and 
the economy was thriving. As a matter of fact, the 
economy was doing better in 1968 than it is now. We 
need to raise the minimum wage to 1968 levels as 
adjusted for inflation. That would place the minimum 
wage at $11 per hour. I would support legislation 
raising the minimum wage to $11 per hour and then 
adjusting it for inflation. 

A higher minimum wage would reduce 
poverty and dependence upon government programs. 
It would also make it harder for the likes of Walmart 
and the fast food industry to get out of paying for 
health insurance for their employees by keeping their 
wages so low that they qualify for Medicaid. The 
taxpayers shouldn’t be forced to subsidize the 
business plans of large corporations. 

 
Investments in Renewable Energy 

Nebraska’s vast potential for generating wind 
energy is being wasted due to a lack of leadership by 
elected Republicans officials at the state and federal 
level. Nebraska’s wind capacity is fourth in the 
country but Nebraska lags behind sixteen other states 
when it comes to actually generating wind energy. 
Under current law, Nebraska’s publicly owned electric 
companies aren’t eligible for federal tax credits. That 
lack of eligibility must be ended. 

Jobs in wind and solar energy pay middle class 
wages. In addition, generating more wind energy 
reduces our dependence upon foreign oil from 
unstable countries and reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions. It’s a win-win deal for all Nebraskans. 

 
Infrastructure Investments 

Our country’s roads, bridges, water, airports, 
and transit systems are in need of significant 
improvement, according to a 2017 report from the 
American Society of Civil Engineers. This report gave 
America’s aging infrastructure a near failing grade of 
D-plus. According to this report: “Each American 
family is already losing $3,400 in disposable income 
each year, more than $9 a day, due to poor 

infrastructure. We’re paying it on car repairs, wasted 
time and gas and an increased cost of goods.” 

As an elected member of Congress, I would 
support genuine infrastructure investments. That 
would mean money spent for actual projects — not for 
special interest tax breaks and privatization. 
Infrastructure jobs can’t be outsourced and they pay a 
middle class wage. Everybody would benefit from 
better roads, bridges and airports. 

 
Conclusion 

This is the cornerstone of my middle class 
agenda. If we are to enact this kind of agenda, we need 
to start winning more elections. Periods of 
Progressive reform in U.S. history are all too rare. If 
we want these programs enacted, we will have to 
raise our level of activism and be as relentless as the 
Republicans. They never take a day off. Similarly, we 
can’t afford to take a day off. 

I will be writing more pieces in the near future 
to further flesh out my agenda. If you have any ideas 
of your own, please let me know. Thank you for your 
support. It means the world to me. 

See my Facebook page at Crawford for 
Congress. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Dennis-Crawford-for-Congress-220892614745316/
https://www.facebook.com/Dennis-Crawford-for-Congress-220892614745316/


Labor’s Perspective

 
What’s Next for Everyday Wage 
Earners?   
By John Kretzschmar  
 

Today’s economy is very different from the 
economy the nation experienced in the post WWII 
era.  In that “Era of Shared Prosperity,” all quintiles of 
American families saw their income, adjusted for 
inflation, double.  Our economy was finally working 
in ways that promoted the general welfare of the 
entire nation, not merely its economic elites.  

For every increase in productivity, there was 
a corresponding increase in pay. The purchasing 
power of American workers kept Main Street 
merchants in business. For millions of everyday wage 
earners, the American Dream was finally within 
reach.   

The change began in 1971 with Lewis 
Powell’s memo to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. It 
called for the creation of conservative think tanks to 
explain the wonders of an unregulated free-market 
economy. Three years later, conservative economist 
Milton Friedman was speaking about the role of 
CEOs. “So the question is do corporate executives, 
provided they stay within the law, have 
responsibilities in their business activities other than 
to make as much money for their stockholders as 
possible? And my answer to that is: no they do not.”   

The same year, John Carson-Palmer, a writer 
for Business Week opined, “[I]t will be a hard pill for 
many Americans to swallow—the idea of doing more 
with less so that big business can have more. . . . 
Nothing that this nation, or any other nation, has 
done in modern economic history compares with the 
job that must now be done to make people accept the 
new reality.”   

The message was clear; “There’s a new sheriff 
in town, shared prosperity was a thing of the past.”  

Fast forward to our new economy.  
Manufacturing jobs, which were highly unionized, 
moved overseas in search of cheaper labor or were 
automated out of existence. In their place, was an 
enormous growth in low paying service sector jobs, 
which often were ridiculed as “McJobs.” The ability to 
afford the daily expenses, health care coverage, the 
education of the next generation, and a secure 
retirement became nearly impossible to achieve.   

Working families countered the growing 
income inequality with three strategies: 1) the 
growth of two bread-winner families; 2) a growth in 
credit card debt; and 3) refinancing the home to gain 

additional spending power. None of it worked long 
term.     

What is needed to address our growing 
income equality? What kind of public policy is needed 
to return our economy into one that promotes the 
general welfare of the nation? What kind of changes 
are needed to once again put the American Dream in 
reach of everyday wage earners?   

It all starts with political engagement.  
Everyday wage earners cannot leave politics alone, 
because politics won’t leave them alone.   

We need tax policies that no longer reward 
overseas investment. Labor laws that make it easier 
for wage earners to bring meaningful democracy 
(read unions) to more workplaces across the nation.  
We need trade agreements that promote FAIR trade 
rather than so-called “free trade.” For those barely 
“hanging in” in our low paid service economy, we 
need a living minimum wage.   

In other words, we need all levels of 
government in our democratic republic to use our 
commonwealth in ways that protect and empower all 
of us equally.   
 

 
 

 
  



Public Schools, Private Schools: How to 
Build Strong Communities 
By Mary Harding 

  Usually, as a 
director of Nebraska 
Public Power 
District, I write about 
utility issues. But my 
family is deeply 
engaged in opening a 
private school this 
fall—Bluestem 
Montessori 
Elementary. And 
with the public-
private debate on 

education in full voice last session, I thought I’d 
switch subjects this time. 
 You may not know that my 
undergraduate degree is in bilingual education. 
Most of my family were teachers, or media 
specialists in public schools. I first taught in 
Bogota, Columbia, and there learned stunning 
lessons in the importance of public education for 
everyone. At that time Columbia offered public 
education, but only for those who could afford 
uniforms and books. Many were left by the 
wayside in poverty bitter beyond my 
imagination as a kid from middle class Nebraska. 
 I taught in three elementary schools in 
the Denver Public system, travelling each day 
between them. There I learned a second lesson: 
the inadequacy of our system to universally meet 
the needs of children from diverse cultures with 
disparate needs. In the decades since, public 
education has not become more flexible or better 
endowed with resources, but just the opposite. 
 These two lessons, both summed up 
briefly as, “Educate Everyone,” seem at odds 
some ways. But the truth, in my opinion, 
embraces both: fund public education 
generously, and offer alternative delivery models 
to meet the needs of diverse populations—
diversity including but much more than cultural, 
ethnic or economic diversity. 
 Ideally, I think, the public system would 
be funded to be all things to all students. In 
reality, we struggle, and no surprise. Our pockets 
are not bottomless, and priorities must be set. 

What, then, is the answer for those who need a 
different option? 
 For our son and daughter, the answer is: 
dig deep, and offer the school you want for your 
children. For some, this might mean parochial 
school or home school. For them, it means the 
creation of Bluestem Montessori Elementary 
School, providing classes this fall in the 
classrooms of the Unitarian Church of Lincoln. 
 Montessori is a different way to learn. It’s 
about creating an environment where children 
teach themselves and each other. The Montessori 
Method was developed over 100 years ago by 
Maria Montessori, and is used in classrooms all 
over the world. Children learn in a space 
overseen and curated by the instructor. They 
have the freedom and responsibility to choose 
their own work and move at their own pace. The 
children master concepts by selecting work 
which is interesting to them and focusing on it 
for long uninterrupted blocks of time. When they 
are ready, they pass on their knowledge to 
others in their multi-age classroom community. 
 Lincoln Public Schools used to offer a 
Montessori Elementary option years ago. Millard 
Public Schools still does. Prairie Hill Learning 
Center offers a fantastic private program south 
of Lincoln. And now, another option will be 
offered. 
 I hope, if you are interested, you will 
consider what the program can provide to our 
community, whether or not you have school-
aged children. I believe that by adding another 
option to the educational resources of the 
community, we are expanding our capacity to 
foster engaged, informed, responsible future 
members of the community. 
 There is much more information about 
Montessori on the web. One great resource is the 
American Montessori Society website. For more 
information about Bluestem Montessori 
Elementary, go to 
https://www.bluestemmontessori.com. 
 
Mary Harding is a Director of Nebraska Public 
Power District, representing rural Lancaster 
County. For the purposes of this article, she speaks 
as a grandmother. 
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The Fallacy of School Choice via Tax 
Credits 
By Larry Weixelman  
 

Legislative actions at several levels of 
government supporting school choice by way of 
tax credits fail to emphasize the choices are 
limited to those that can afford to donate. To 
imagine that a family of four earning 30,000 
dollars a year pre-tax would be able to provide 
contributions to this tax credit device requires 
strong creative skills.  

While I support education in its many 
forms, public and private, I also recognize that 
private schools are just that. Private. They have 
been established in a free market to allow their 
operators and administrators to include 
teachings that are constitutionally separated 
from public schools.  

Choice is most often associated with a 
variable price structure. Let’s take something 
simple. Toilet paper. When I was ten years old, 
there were three brands on the market. Most 
thinking those days was not about 
differentiation, but about function. Price was a 
product of function and varied little between 
brands. It was based on what the market would 
bear. Now the bear is used in the ad, and the 
number of choices have exploded. What you 
purchased for ninety-nine cents is dramatically 
different than what you take home when 
spending. Thirteen dollars. The large gap 
between the two prices is now driven by 
attributes that define the product for niche 
buyers. While the product that sells for the 
higher price might indeed be much kinder to the 
anatomy, those buying differently priced brands 
are not expected to subsidize the choice of 
others. An attempt to privatize education will 
undoubtedly result in invisible price structures 
that exclude general populations from equitable 
education models.  

Evidence of that potential can already be 
seen in the growing business of student loan 
funding for elementary and secondary education. 
This quote comes directly from one such funding 
operation: 
 

“In addition to scholarships and grants, 
there is another valuable resource to help 

you pay for your child's education, 
particularly when grants and scholarships 
don't cover all the costs. In the past fifteen 
years, the emergence of private k-12 
education loans has made all types of 
private school education more accessible. 
Private student loans are an excellent 
option that will help you avoid dipping 
into savings or using high-interest 
products like credit cards. These loan 
products, many of which are credit-based, 
can help you spread out tuition payments 
and make financing tuition more 
manageable.”* 

 
Private schools have a variety of funding 

mechanisms that are not available to public 
schools, and have undertaken their efforts 
without duress or outside pressure. It is not 
about how they are or are not competitive with 
public schools, but how they are a unique and a 
standalone version of education. To allow a 
private entity to access resources that have been 
set aside for public education reduces the 
opportunity for students in public education. It 
also trivializes the mission and work that has 
been crafted and delivered in a continuously 
changing and complex landscape of services. 
Additional functions required of educators that 
are peripheral to the job of teaching have been 
layered into the fabric of education. These layers 
serve as a first line of recognizing and addressing 
health, safety and special needs.  

Nebraska has a public education system 
that has continuously delivered what it was 
designed to do. Educate Nebraska’s children, 
prepare them for the future and maintain an 
equitable distribution of services for all students. 
With a funding model that is already steeped in 
complexity, and state revenues in a down cycle 
offering tax credit to fund private businesses has 
never been less appealing. 
 
*https://www.privateschoolreview.com/blog/bor
rowing-to-pay-for-private-school 
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County Party June Fundraiser 
Pictures on these two pages were taken at the 

County Party fundraiser on June 24, 2017. Thanks to 
The Happy Raven for hosting, and The Usual Suspects 
band for providing great music! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



Frank Morrison, 31st Nebraska 
Governor 

 
I realized that whenever I think of Frank 

Morrison, I smile. Not only because he was such a 
colorful individual but because he was exciting and 
stimulating and he invited you to join him in his 
excitement to see what could be accomplished. 
  And, boy, did he accomplish!  The History 
Committee has gathered memories and recollections 
of Frank Morrison, the 31st Governor of Nebraska 
(1961-1967) to remind all of us just what an 
imaginative and visionary leader Frank Morrison was 
and to point out what a benefit positive leadership 
can be. Frank Morrison is a proud part of Nebraska 
history and an even more important part of the 
history of Nebraska Democrats. I think we need a 
Frank Morrison reminder that will encourage us, 
prod us and challenge us to the leaders that this state 
deserves. He was a visionary who searched to 
discover ideas to make things better, an 
inspiration to us all. 
 The History Committee hopes you enjoy the 
articles about Governor Morrison and that you accept 
his challenge as a Democrat to serve Nebraska. 
  
Marlene Cupp    
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Nebraska Governor Frank Morrison 
By Jean Sanders 
 

Frank Brenner Morrison, Nebraska’s 
governor from 1961-1967, had a life-long love of and 
dedication to education and history. His father, Frank, 
was a widower with two daughters when he married 
Viva Brenner. Frank Brenner Morrison was born May 
20, 1905 in Golden, Colorado, followed a year later by 
his sister, Eva Hope. Frank was only two when his 
father died in 1907, leaving Viva to raise the merged 
family’s four children. At first Viva followed her 
husband’s plan to homestead in eastern Colorado, but 
in 1911 she moved her family to Manhattan, Kansas 
so she could care for her ailing parents who lived 
there. 
Frank’s childhood provided a rich foundation for this 
future lawyer and politician. His maternal 
grandparents, Jacob and Charlotte Brenner, were 
staunch Republicans. Jacob was a Civil War veteran 
who was county commissioner for many years and 
later served in the Kansas Legislature where he 
helped write the first women’s suffrage plank for the 
Republican Party’s platform. Charlotte, according to 
Frank, “introduced me to the social sciences, political 

life, and the Bible.” As he put it, “[in her mind] an 
earthly trinity consisted of the U.S. government, the 
Methodist Church, and the Republican Party.” 

Frank’s responsible work ethic became 
ingrained early. The summer he was twelve, relatives 
hired him to help on their farm in Colorado for $12 a 
month, a good sum for a boy in 1917. During junior 
high he had a newspaper route, sold newspapers on 
the street, and worked as a janitor in a local dance 
hall. When another summer arrived, he hoed weeds 
at Kansas State University’s agricultural station in 
Manhattan, then known as Kansas State Agricultural 
College. 

Jacob Brenner’s death in 1919 affected Frank 
profoundly. Until then he had loved learning and was 
an honor student, but in the ensuing two years his 
interest in schooling flagged and he failed some 
classes. However, in one area of life he excelled. Jacob 
Brenner had instilled in his grandson a love of 
gardening or, in a word—tomatoes. Young Frank 
built a thriving business growing tomatoes on vacant 
lots near the family home. At fifteen, he borrowed 
money to buy a greenhouse and sold tomatoes to 
both wholesalers and retailers. Later he expanded 
the business to include cabbage, asters and sweet 
peas. 

Then, in his junior year of high school, he met 
a teacher who had a law degree and taught debate. 
Frank was fascinated by the facile use of words and 
exciting exchange of ideas. With renewed enthusiasm 
and inspired by the idea that he could become a 
lawyer, too, Frank’s grades soared. 

In those days a student could enter law school 
after only two years of college, but Frank’s mother 
was adamant that he should earn an undergraduate 
degree first. Kansas State was the logical choice 
because Frank could live at home and help finance his 
education with his gardening business. 

During those undergraduate years he studied 
both natural and social sciences, including chemistry, 
physics, history and debate. Indeed, Frank credited 
his experience with intercollegiate debate as “the 
start of my dedication to substituting reason for war.” 
And although he advocated for pro-peace causes 
throughout his lifetime, he was never anti-military. In 
college he served as a student infantry cadet and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant in the United 
States Infantry Reserves upon graduation. 

His first foray into politics occurred during 
his senior year when a quasi-girlfriend convinced 
him to run for student body president to represent 
independents and some fraternity members who 
were disenchanted with the Greek monopoly of 
campus leadership. He lost by a landslide. 



Frank graduated in 1927 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree and a teaching certificate in hand. The 
decision about where to attend law school was 
simplified when a widowed aunt invited him to live 
with her in Lincoln, Nebraska where she was to begin 
teaching at the University. 

After completing his first year, Frank wanted 
to pay off some debts, so he spent a year teaching 
high school physics at Farwell. Nebraska. Then he 
returned to Lincoln and completed law school. 

An unexpected opportunity presented itself 
when C. K. Morris, superintendent of the University of 
Nebraska School of Agriculture at Curtis, asked Frank 
if he knew someone who would be a good history 
teacher for the coming year there. It was 1931and 
considering the salary offered, practicality answered 
the question. Frank taught history, algebra, and 
coached debate. He loved the challenge and always 
maintained that teaching is the most important 
profession. Nevertheless, Frank’s inner lawyer lurked 
within, so he could not resist when a Maywood, 
Nebraska civic leader, Harry Hall, offered him free 
office space to practice law there. 

The 1930s were hard for nearly everyone. 
There was a nationwide financial depression 
compounded in the agriculturally dependent 
Midwest by devastating drought and dust storms. 
Frank was appointed local attorney to help prevent 
foreclosures and handle refinancing through the new 
Federal Home Owners Loan Act, which had been 
created as part of President Franklin Roosevelt’s New 
Deal program to aid national fiscal recovery. 

Thus began Frank’s transformation into a 
true Democratic political activist—a bold conversion 
in a strongly Republican state. As Frank put it, “I 
became a Roosevelt Democrat and supporter of the 
New Deal. I believed the government should support 
the price of farm products, liberalize credit, create 
public works, insure employment and bank deposits, 
bring electricity to the rural areas, check water and 
soil erosion, and regulate irresponsible gambling on 
Wall Street.” 

In 1934 Frank decided to run for Frontier 
County Attorney. He won, was sworn in January 
1935, moved to Stockville, Nebraska and served two 
terms. During his tenure he organized the first rural 
co-op in the state. 

Meanwhile, in July 1935, Frank met Maxine 
Elizabeth Hepp, a young teacher from Greeley, 
Nebraska. Ten years his junior, beautiful and 
vivacious, it was almost love-at-first-sight. They were 
wed June 28, 1936. Subsequently they had three 
children: Frank, Jr. (known as Biff), Jean Marie and 
David Jon. Their happy union lasted until Maxine’s 
death sixty-eight years later. 

In 1940, Frank was elected National 
Committeeman of the Young Democrats and was an 
alternate to the Democratic National Convention. 
When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor in 1941, he 
wanted to renew his commission in the U.S. Infantry 
but was rejected due to remnants of an old ulcer. 

In 1942, Frank partnered with attorney Frank 
Butler and moved to McCook, Nebraska. Soon his law 
practice expanded throughout southwest Nebraska 
and northwest Kansas. During the mid-forties he also 
became involved with the presidential campaign of 
Tennessee Senator Estes Kefauver and spent some 
time in South Dakota, where he helped set up the 
South Dakota organization. While there, he met 
young J. James Exon, who would become a close 
friend, advisor and future governor of Nebraska.  

Now thoroughly immersed in the political 
process and determined to influence public policy on 
a national level, Frank decided to run for Congress in 
1954. Estes Kefauver visited Nebraska to help him 
campaign. Frank lost, but his interest in forming 
public policy endured and his stature within the 
Democratic Party grew. 

In 1955 the Morrisons moved to Lincoln, 
where Frank joined John “Dugie” Doyle in a law 
partnership. During the next few years Frank’s 
political participation continued. He ran for 
lieutenant governor somewhat reluctantly while 
insisting that his primary interest was national 
policy. After losing that race, he campaigned 
vigorously to become a U.S. Senator. This resulted in 
another loss, so he was surprised when, in 1959, J. 
James Exon urged him to run for governor. Exon now 
owned an office supply store in Lincoln and had 
become a dynamic force in Nebraska’s Democratic 
Party. 

Frank was fifty-five years old, had a thriving 
law practice, and still wanted to influence national 
policy, so his initial impulse was to say no, but Exon 
was persuasive and agreed to be his campaign 
manager. This time Frank was victorious! It was the 
first time that the Nebraska votes for U.S. president—
in this case Nixon—were not for the same party as 
the votes for governor. In fact, Frank was the only 
Democrat elected on a statewide ticket in 1960. 

(To be continued in the August issue of “The 
Democrat.”)  

 
  

Do you have a story about Governor Morrison you’d 

like to share? Then contact History Committee Chair 

Jean Sanders jsanders@neb.rr.com; or Committee 

members DiAnna Schimek dschimek7@gmail.com or 

Marlene Cupp rc34712@windstream.net.  
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Remembering Governor Frank 
Morrison 
By Ron Jensen 
 

On the wall of our home office, 
computer/photo lab, and library hangs a 16x30 
frame containing two letters and a photo of Governor 
Frank Morrison. I've had it since 1967. 

The photo on the Governor's left is written on 
stationery from his 1964 re-election campaign, is 
dated November 6, 1964 and thanks me for helping 
with that effort. The one to the right of the photo is 
dated January 9, 1967, is hand-written on the 
letterhead of the Omaha law firm he had just joined 
and very warmly thanks me for my two years of 
service on his gubernatorial staff. 

I was teaching middle school English in 
Lincoln when Gene Budig called me to his office in 
January of 1965 and offered me a spot on Governor 
Morrison's staff, to be in charge of implementing the 
programs of the newly enacted Economic 
Opportunity Act. I had recently turned 25 and 
accepted Gene's offer on the spot. All these years 
later, I still consider the ensuing two years to be one 
of the most exciting and rewarding periods of my life. 
In the years to follow, it always tickled me when one 
friend or another would "discover" Frank Morrison 
through one association or another. Typically, they 
would come to me saying things like, "He's 
incredible!"  And I'd answer, "Yes, I know." 

There were two qualities about Morrison that 
separated him from most individuals—even those 
who come to hold high office. He was gubernatorial 
to the core, and he was one of the most visionary 
persons any of us will ever know. 

 
Some stories: 

As Governor, Morrison was a physically 
imposing individual. He was a tall and solidly built 
man with an ample mane of silver hair. It is told that 
on a charter flight to Hawaii in a planeload of other 
state chief executives—presumably for a national 
governor's conference of some kind—a radio 
message was received in the cockpit for Morrison of 
Nebraska. The captain of the flight called the chief 
stewardess up front and gave her the message. Not 
knowing which of the passengers was Morrison, she 
returned to the cabin and asked a front row 
passenger's help in identifying him. He is reported to 
have responded, "Miss, just walk down the aisle of 
the plane and when you come to the individual who 
looks most like a governor, give him the message. 
That will be Morrison. She did. It was. 

In all the years that I knew Morrison, I never 
addressed him as anything other than "Governor." He 

not only looked and acted gubernatorial, he loved 
being Nebraska's Governor. He actually enjoyed 
travel by small aircraft (on our first trip in the state's 
brand new Beechcraft Bonanza he assure me that it 
was “the Cadillac of the single engine fleet”) and was 
all but addicted to visiting communities throughout 
the state, meeting and talking with Nebraskans from 
all walks of life. I am absolutely convinced that by the 
end of his time in office, fully one-half of all 
Nebraskans who had ever met, or even seen, a 
governor, had encountered Morrison on one of his 
many travels. 

He didn't just enjoy being among his 
constituents, he thought it was important. He wanted 
to visit with them about what he was trying to 
accomplish and also to hear what they thought about 
it. And if he could pull them into the action, that was 
the best.  He could conceive of and appoint an 
advisory committee almost in the wink of an eye. He 
caught criticism and even ridicule for his many 
committees, but he brought hundreds of Nebraskans 
into some facet of state government who never 
would have had the experience nor opportunity of 
being a part of it, if not for Morrison. 

And he had ideas. As a candidate for the U.S. 
Senate in 1958, he called for the admission of Red 
China to the United Nations. This at the height of the 
cold war. 

He startled us when he began talking about 
Nebraska as a tourism destination. Nebraska? Really?  
Today, tourism is one of our major industries. 

Failing to induce the Legislature to create a 
state economic development department, he went 
ahead anyway and established the Division of 
Nebraska Resources within the Department of 
Agriculture. Today, economic development is indeed 
a state agency, and I'd like to see a governor propose 
its elimination. 

I remember the time an individual 
approached him at an Omaha event, espousing an 
idea that intrigued him, and the Governor brought 
him back to Lincoln with him so the staff could hear it 
forthwith. Today I don't remember what the proposal 
was, but I do remember being tasked with getting the 
guy back to Omaha. 

He liked to ride horses and he liked Nebraska 
history.  He found both at Fort Robinson State Park, 
where at the time a USDA beef research center—
complete with plenty of cattle and cattle smells, a 
stone's throw from the main lodge—was the major 
enterprise. On a trip to Western Nebraska, Morrison 
addressed a community banquet in Alliance, saying, 
"I've talked to those cows [at Fort Robinson] and I've 
never had a one of them tell me that they love to see 
the moonrise over the Pine Ridge, ride a horse up 



through the butte country, catch a fish in Soldier 
Creek, or swap after dinner stories at a chuck wagon 
cookout.  And I am absolutely certain that those cows 
would be just as happy at the USDA facility at Clay 
Center." 

Keep in mind that he told that story in the 
heart of cattle country. They laughed uproariously at 
it, and two years later the cows were indeed at Clay 
Center, and the development of Fort Robinson as one 
of Nebraska's major visitor attractions was well 
under way. 

In a real sense, Governor Morrison's 
administration was a watershed for Nebraska. To 
that time, governors didn't travel the state all that 
much, weren't all that visible to Nebraskans, and 
spent their time and energies largely as managers of 
state government. 

As staffers, we couldn't get Morrison to spend 
a minute on such topics as how to conserve paper 
clips or get an extra mile per gallon out of the state 
vehicle fleet. He never considered that Nebraskans 
had elected him to the state's highest office because 
he had a way with numbers. 

He lost things.  At one point, there was a 
period of a week or so when his wallet went missing.  
But it turned up.   

On one trip to an Omaha appearance with 
him, when we got in the car, I gave him a memo on 
where we were going and what it was about. He 
glanced at it briefly and then conversationally took 
up an initiative important to him, which we discussed 
the rest of the way. When we were pulling up to the 
location, he asked, "Do I have any kind of a memo or 
notes on this event?" I responded, referencing the 
document I had given him at the trip's beginning. He 
patted his pockets and said, "I don't seem to have 
that," so I gave him another copy, which I just 
happened to have brought along, based on ample 
experience. Now, over the past sixty minutes, neither 
of us had left the back seat of that car, but the original 
document was nowhere in sight, and to this day I 
could not say where it went. And you know what? It 
really doesn't matter. 

The point is that Morrison spent a good part 
of his imagination and most of his energies on bigger 
and more important things than a more-or-less 
minor single occasion. It could be frustrating 
sometimes, but it was always challenging, exciting, 
and occasionally even funny.   

For all of that, believe this: His time as 
Governor was in many ways a turning point for our 
state, and Nebraska is a different—and better—place 
today because he passed our way. 

Ron Jensen is a lifelong Nebraskan recently 
retired from a Lincoln based government relations 

practice. Presently he is at work on a book to be titled, 
”The Nebraska Unicameral Legislature at Eighty - Does 
the George Norris Vision still Live?" 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Morrison Memories 
By Hess Dyas 
 

In 1962 Morrison was running for a second 
two-year term as governor.  Fred Seaton came back 
from D.C. after serving in the Eisenhower 
administration as Secretary of the Interior to run 
against him. One of his issues was accusing Morrison 
of being a pawn of the Kennedy administration. 
Morrison, who had known Seaton since they had both 
been very young, called and asked him to stop 
making those attacks. Seaton refused, saying, “I’m 
going to keep on saying it from now until the 
election.”  

Morrison decided on how to handle this at a 
Democratic county dinner in Clay Center. He 
announced that in response to charges his 
administration was being run by the Kennedy White 
House, they had actually worked something out. In 
spite of all the awesome issues being faced around 
the world, every morning before President Kennedy 
went into his cabinet meeting, he called Governor 
Morrison on the phone to ask, “Frank, this is Jack, 
how are we getting along with that road up south of 
Stanton, Nebraska?” This quickly showed what a 
farce the charges were and Seaton stopped making 
them. (This story is actually on pages 159-160 in My 
Journey Through the Twentieth Century, Morrison’s 
autobiography.) 
  

In 1978, Frank Morrison was running for 
Attorney General, Jerry Whelan for Governor and I 
was running again for Congress. The three of us 
would frequently end up at Democratic county 
dinners and would take turns being the main 
speaker. At a dinner in northeast Nebraska it was 
Frank Morrison’s turn, and running for Attorney 
General he proceeded to speak emotionally about the 
starving children of India. In an accusatory tone 
concerning this issue, he stated emphatically, “Our 
country is acting like an ostrich with its head up its 
sand!” Whelan and I looked at each other and then 
away, biting our tongues so as not to break out 
laughing. Afterwards, when Morrison came out of the 
hall, Jerry said, “Frank, did you hear what you said?” 
“Yes, I heard what I said!” and he joined us in our 
laughter.  
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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