
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Labor’s Perspective

 

Labor Day 2017 
By John Kretzschmar  

 
Labor Day is the only U.S. holiday dedicated 

to the people who sell their intelligence, experience, 
and strength to employers to earn a living. What is 
the relation between Labor Day and the challenges 
facing everyday wage earners in 2017? To answer 
that, we would have to lay out all the things that are 
preventing workers from having a “fair shot” at the 
American Dream.   

I am just going to focus on one: income 
inequality. There are many ways to explain income 
inequality. Some describe the phenomenon where 
the middle 60% of American families see a 
decreasing amount of GDP going to them. It is 
portrayed as a “hollowing out” of the middle class. 
Others describe it simply as the “rich getting richer” 
and the “poor getting poorer.”   

If consumer spending accounts for roughly 
2/3 of GDP, having a robust middle class is essential 
to keeping the economy strong. The wealthy among 
us may earn possibly a thousand times as much as 
average non-supervisory wage earners, but they do 
not purchase thousands of times as many cars, 
dinners, clothes, or college tuitions. Seen through that 
lens, income inequality is bad for growing our 
economy.   

There is no disputing income inequality is 
real. Senator Marco Rubio commented on it several 
years ago when he noted, “From 1980 to 2005, over 
80% of the total increase in income went to the top 
1% of American earners.” Since 2005, the U.S. 
experienced the Great Recession, and the slow 
recovery from that catastrophe has accelerated 
income inequality.   

What is the role of government in the 
economy? It seems to me without “the public,” 
private industry is unable to prosper. The civil court 
system enforces contracts, which are essential to 

creating companies and doing business with other 
companies. The education system is critical for 
supplying educated employees. Copyright and patent 
laws are needed to protect intellectual property. A 
stable currency and trust in the stock market are 
likewise required for a prosperous economy.   

Government also intervenes to nudge the 
economy in ways that promote the general welfare of 
the nation as a whole. Monitoring of food and drugs 
sold in the market were needed because the so-called 
free market was incapable of insuring their purity. 
The same was true of consumer and environmental 
protections. Then there is workers’ compensation, 
unemployment insurance, regulation of child labor, 
creating the right to organize unions and collectively 
bargain, promoting equal pay for equal work, 
combatting workplace discrimination, encouraging 
safe and healthy workplaces, etc.   

Without government rules and regulations 
that protect both the employer and the employee the 
economy is incapable of prospering. In a nation 
dedicated to the idea that we are all created equal 
and all enjoy inalienable rights, in a nation whose 
Constitution in the Preamble and Article 1 says, 
among other things, government exists to promote 
the general welfare of the nation, we need to find 
ways to insure that our economy promotes the 
general welfare of the economy as a whole.   

The opposite happens with public policy that 
encourages “Supply Side Economics” also known as 
“Trickle-Down Economics.” Those policies encourage 
income inequality, and they are bad for the economy. 
Tax policy creates a “tax shift” away from the wealthy 
elites and onto the backs of the middle class. This, 
too, adds to income inequality. So do trade policies 
that encourage employers to put their plants on 
barges to travel the world looking for ever cheaper 
sources of labor. Creating policies that make it more 
difficult to form labor unions hasten greater income 
inequality.    

The idea of helping the already wealthy 
amass more income so that they could possibly invest 
it in ways that might create good paying jobs for 
Lagging income together with accelerating costs for 
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the goods and services such as health care and 
college tuition have created the conditions that lead 
to President Trump’s Electoral College victory.   

Was it always this way? Income inequality is 
an old phenomenon. The nation went through it in 
the Gilded Age and again in the Roaring Twenties. 
Income inequality dramatically decreased in the 25-
year period following WWII. During that short 
period, every percentage growth in productivity was 
matched with a corresponding increase in wages. 
Public policy encouraged unionization. Union density 
was in the low 30s. The negotiated increases in 
wages have both a “spill over” and “trickle up” effect 
on the incomes of non-unionized sectors of the 
economy.   

So, if we think of Labor Day as merely the end 
of summer, we are doing ourselves and our 
communities a disservice. We are doing damage to 
the economy. We are insuring that the American 
Dream will become further and further out of reach.   
 

Rather, Labor Day is a day to reflect on the 
many accomplishments of organized labor in 
humanizing the employment relationship. It is a time 
to think about advocating for public policy that 
nudges the economy in ways that promotes the 
general welfare of the nation as a whole, rather than 
merely the economic elites of the nation. 

 
   

 

Watchful Citizen 

 
 

In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 

show on community access TV, check us out! The show 

airs on LCC-TV, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m. 

on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 

(Subscribers of Charter/Spectrum: If you have been 

watching our show on Channel 13, note that the channel 

changed location last month; it’s now on Channel 1302.) 

Current guest on our show is Kathy Danek, Lincoln 

Board of Education. 

And check our video archive on YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems 

 

 

 

Donald at the Pearly Gates 

 
 
 
 

  

COMMITTEES 

 

All Lancaster County Democratic Party committees 

meet at the County Party office, 830 L St., Lincoln. 

Central Committee membership is not required for 

participation. Volunteers are welcome. 

 

Candidate Services – 4th Wed. each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Jen Seaman, Chair, jen.seaman@doane.edu  

Fundraising – 1st Wed. each month, 7:30 p.m.  

 Bennie Shobe, Chair, bennie.shobe@gmail.com  

 Barbara Tracy, Co-Chair, btracy7@gmail.com  

History – last Tues. Feb., May, Aug., Nov., 7:00 p.m. 

 Jean Sanders, jsanders@neb.rr.com   

Issues – 2nd Tues. each month, 7:00 p.m.  

 Ken Snyder, Chair, neilsen01@windstream.net 

Membership – 2nd Mon., each month, 7:00 p .m. 

 Maryjo Shibata, Chair, mjes627@gmail.com  

Public Relations – 1st Tues. each month, 5:30 p.m. 

 Jim Johnson, Chair, jimjohnson@neb.rr.com  

Technology – 2nd Sat. each month, 11:00 a.m. 

 James Baldus, Chair, jhbaldus@gmail.com  

 

 

"Save the Date" 

for the 

Sorensen Lecture Committee 
speaker Thomas Frank, 

author of 

"What's the Matter with Kansas" and 

"Listen Liberal." 

October 29, 7:00 p.m. 

Unitarian Church. 

6300 A St, Lincoln, NE 68510 

 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems
mailto:jen.seaman@doane.edu
mailto:bennie.shobe@gmail.com
mailto:btracy7@gmail.com
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:neilsen01@windstream.net
mailto:mjes627@gmail.com
mailto:jimjohnson@neb.rr.com
mailto:jhbaldus@gmail.com


Remembering June Kromberg 
By Tari Hendrickson 

 
Our community has lost a sterling individual. 

June Kromberg passed away at the age of 90 on July 
23, 2017.  Born in Tulip, Indiana, Joy “June” 
Kromberg lived in Lincoln for many years and 
contributed greatly to activities and candidates 
central to the Democratic Party ideals. When June 
met a candidate for office she admired, she would 
actively volunteer in their campaign. She canvassed, 
donated, envelope stuffed and phoned for candidates. 

A retired warehouse supervisor for ACE 
Hardware, she volunteered for Friendship Home, 
local Democratic Parties, the National Organization 
for Women (NOW) and was a supporter of the Equal 
Rights Amendment (ERA). 
Her caring and leadership as a Planned Parenthood of 
the Heartland patient clinic escort is, and will remain 
– legendary. She took charge of the schedule and 
made sure other volunteers were there early 
mornings whether raining, snowing or icy conditions 
prevailed.  June was a forever friend to many.

 

For June:  

By Patte Newman 
 
 As one of the many beneficiaries of June 
Kromberg's volunteer efforts, I cannot say enough for 
what kind of person she was; always smiling and 
always willing to help in any way she could.   
 When I ran for City Council in 2003, June 
jumped on my bandwagon. She introduced me to 
friends, attended fundraisers, and marched in the 
Bethany parade. It was a beautiful spring day, blue 
skies and a small army of us handing out bright blue 
helium balloons. I have searched all over for the 
photo of that event (June with a huge smile on her 
face) in vain, but hope when it turns up I'll have an 
opportunity to share it with her Democratic family.  
 Meanwhile, I, like many other candidates 
for office who might NEVER have been elected 
without the help and support of big-hearted 
individuals like June, remember her with great 
fondness. We thank her family for sharing her with us 
for so many decades. With love and appreciation.  
  
 The photo I attached is June at a fundraiser 
in 2003 at the North Forty golf course.  

 

 

  



Notes From the Chair 

Jane Egan 

 

 
Hello Democrats! 
 

It has been 
another busy month at 
the Lancaster County 
Democratic 
Party. Congratulations to 
John Atkeison who was 

elected at our July Central Committee meeting to the 
Associate Chair position vacated by Bennie Shobe. 
Bennie is now serving as our Interim Fundraising 
Chair. 
 John hit the ground running helping me 
create an annual budget outline and a brochure about 
the county party that we will use to promote our 
brand and spread our progressive message. John is 
also the elected Legislative District 46 Team Leader 
and will help organize and train LD's at our August 
19th training session to be held at 830 L Street, Suite 
101 from 10:00-11:30 a.m. We will have a light 
brunch available.  This will be the first of multiple 
trainings designed for LD Team Leaders and 
eventually precinct leaders to learn how to recruit 
and organize volunteers from their neighborhoods.  
 This is truly a grassroots operation that 
engages people in their own neighborhoods. They 
will talk directly with voters about the issues 
effecting them locally and will also educate them 
about our candidates. They will learn how to 
organize effectively to become activists and leaders 
in the county party. We intend to grow our party by 
recruiting and training local activists by helping 
them obtain the skills and confidence they will need 
to organize their neighborhoods. Grassroots efforts 
by volunteers is the most successful way to elect 
Democrats to local offices in Lancaster County. We 
turned our county blue in 2016 Presidential election 
and again in the 2017 Spring elections. Let's do it 
again in 2018. 
 Jerry Kurth is our newest volunteer 
staffing the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Jerry enjoys meeting and 
visiting with people. He has experience organizing 
and motivating volunteers.  Stop by to welcome Jerry 
and get to know him.  

The other weekdays are staffed by Roger 
Eschliman on Mondays, Maryjo Shibata on 
Wednesdays, and Ann Hopkins on Fridays. We 
appreciate them all for volunteering their time to 

answer the phone, greet visitors, register voters and 
perform a myriad of other tasks that come up daily. 
As long as people are willing and able to staff our 
office during the week, we can save money by not 
having to hire a paid employee, which means more 
of our scarce resources can be used to support 
candidates!  Thank you volunteers! 
 Our next Fundraising event will be a Chili 
Cook Off in October. The details for the time 
and location will be announced soon.  Watch your 
email box and our social media sites for more 
information or call our office at 402-476-2268.  This 
is a family friendly event, so plan to bring the kids! 
Our candidates and elected officials will be on hand 
to serve up their best chili and visit with Democrats.   
 We will have a booth at the Lancaster County 
Super Fair from August 3rd - August 12th. Stop by the 
Lancaster Event Center at 4100 North 84th Street, in 
Lincoln, Nebraska to say hello. We will have 
information about candidates running for office in 
the 2018 election cycle. You can register to vote and 
pick up information about candidates for Congress 
from CD1 Dennis Crawford and Jessica McClure. You 
may even meet a candidate or current elected official 
at our booth. 
 Let's all keep our eyes on the prize by 
unifying to elect Democrats up and down the ballot. 
We all have different opinions on how to go about 
that task, but if we can find a way to work together on 
that main goal— electing Democrats—then we will 
be successful as a county party.  I urge everyone to 
carefully think about how you express your ideas and 
opinions before you put them into words, whether it 
be in person or on social media. Words do hurt and 
can easily be misunderstood. Be kind everyone! Well 
that's all for now. Enjoy the remainder of your 
Summer. 
 
DEMOCRACY IS NOT A SPECATOR SPORT!  
IT TAKES ALL OF US TO GET INVOLVED.  
GET OUT. GET ACTIVE.  
TAG! YOU'RE IT! 

 

 

  

If you don’t get involved in politics, you are 

responsible for the consequences of your 

inaction. 

   - Author Unknown 



Crawford For Congress Platform —
 Leveling The Electoral Playing Field —
 Part 2 
 

In my first piece, I 
provided evidence that 
the rising trend of 
economic inequality is 
hurting working families 
and is the biggest 
challenge of our time. I 
outlined four progressive 
measures that would 
grow the middle class 

and ensure health care security for all Americans. 
However, it’s not enough to re-write the economic 
rules to prioritize the middle class — we must also 
change how we conduct our elections because the 
current electoral system is heavily weighted in favor 
of the top 1% and the special interests. 

The origin of the rigging of the electoral rules 
goes all the way back to the Lewis Powell memo in 
1971. At the time, the future Supreme Court Justice 
was a corporate attorney in private practice. Powell 
alleged that the “American economic system was 
under attack” and called upon big business to increase 
its political involvement. In reality, the top 1% and 
corporations were alarmed at the rising influence of 
the middle class and working families — and wanted a 
return to the pre-New Deal social and economic 
order. 

Perhaps the top priority for the top 1% after 
the release of the Powell memo was to break up 
America’s labor unions. Beginning in the Reagan 
Administration, big business and the Republicans 
launched an all-out assault on the unions. Due to 

these attacks, union membership has declined from a 
peak of 30% in 1960 to approximately 11% today. 

The economic impact of this decline in union 
membership is disturbing. We have seen an 
economically stagnant middle class, a steady 
reduction of job-related health and retirement 
benefits and ever rising economic inequality. When 
labor was at its numerical peak around 1960, the 
wealthiest 10% earned 33% of the nation’s income. 
By 2007, with the labor movement greatly 
diminished, the wealthiest 10% grabbed 50% of the 
nation’s income. 

What is little mentioned is that this decline in 
union membership has not only had an impact on the 
earning power of working families, it has also 
diminished their right to participate in the political 
process and act as a check and balance on big 
business. In the past, unions played a much bigger 
role in funding campaigns, educating the voters and 
turning out people at the polls. Due to this huge drop 
in membership, the political clout of the middle class 
has taken a big hit. 

In order to level the electoral playing field, we 
need labor law reform to restore the lost influence of 
the middle class. We can achieve that by passing laws 
that make it easier for working people to form up 
unions in the first place. The present system is broken 
and greatly favors management. Corporations 
routinely use terminations and threats of termination 
to snuff out union organizing activities. 

In order to strengthen the middle class, we 
must pass the Employee Free Choice Act. This 
common sense reform would allow the recognition of 
a union if a majority of employees sign cards 
indicating that they wish that the union represent 
them. Moreover, this proposal would stiffen the 
penalties on companies who threaten — or 
terminate — workers for engaging in union activities. 

The political power of working families has 
also been diminished by the passage of voter 
identification laws in approximately 31 states. Nine of 
these states have what are regarded to be strict voter 
ID laws. These laws were passed to help Republicans 
win elections by making it harder for minorities, 
senior citizens and young people to vote. 

Some Republican elected officials have 
candidly admitted that the laws were passed to help 
Republicans win elections. Federal courts have struck 
down voter ID laws in Texas and North Carolina on 
racial grounds. Legislators in those states illegally 
relied upon race to structure these laws to depress 
turnout among voters who aren’t Republicans. 

The false rationale advanced by the GOP to 
justify these partisan and discriminatory laws is that 
there is an epidemic of voter fraud in the U.S. The 



reality is that voter fraud is virtually non-existent. The 
Bush Administration conducted a five year investi-
gation of alleged voter fraud and found virtually no 
evidence of any efforts to influence elections. A 2014 
study by Loyola Law School found only 31 incidents of 
in-person voter fraud since 2000 out of 1 billion 
ballots cast. In the 2016 election cycle, there were 
only four reported cases of in-person voter fraud out 
of 135 million ballots cast. 

The five GOP appointees on the U.S. Supreme 
Court further opened the door to these voter ID laws 
when they voted to gut the Voting Rights Act in 2013. 
Since that decision, several states — including the 
battleground states of Wisconsin and North 
Carolina — passed strict voter ID laws. Several experts 
have said that those voter ID laws in Wisconsin and 
North Carolina enabled Trump to carry those states in 
2016. 

In order to reverse this tide of partisan 
discrimination at the polls and to level the playing 
field, the Congress must pass the Voting Rights 
Advancement Act (VRAA.) This bill would reverse the 
2013 Supreme Court decision and restore the right to 
vote guaranteed by the 15th Amendment. This bill has 
had bi-partisan support in previous Congresses. 
Unfortunately, Jeff Fortenberry wasn’t one of the co-
sponsors. I would vigorously support the VRAA as a 
member of Congress. 

The five member “conservative” majority also 
put their thumb on scale for the top 1% in their now 
infamous Citizens United decision in 2010. Since that 
decision, reactionary billionaires have poured 
hundreds of millions of dollars into elections up and 
down the ballot to elect Republicans who will enact 
their agenda. 

The results of Citizens United have been 
profound. We now have an executive branch and a 
GOP majority in Congress who are beholden to the 
likes of the Koch brothers. The early legislative 
“achievements” and priorities of Trump and the GOP 
led Congress reflect the influence of these reactionary 
billionaires. 

The Congress passed legislation to allow coal 
companies to dump waste in rivers and to allow 
internet service providers to sell our browsing 
history. In addition to that, the Trump Care bill would 
finance a $600 billion tax cut for the rich by taking 
away insurance from 24 million people. We are truly 
living in a new Gilded Age. 

As a member of Congress, I would support a 
Constitutional Amendment to reverse the Citizens 
United decision. It’s time for us to get rid of 
unaccountable, dark money in politics. This would 
diminish the influence of the special interests and 
empower the middle class. 

My Positive Progressive platform on electoral 
reform would level the playing field and put the 
middle class first. We will not be able to reduce this 
long standing trend of economic inequality unless we 
change the current rigged electoral system. The 
present rules are no accident. This was something 
that has been planned and carried out by the special 
interests for over 45 years. 

If we are to enact these reforms, we must 
increase our activism. All of us must first commit to 
voting — but that isn’t enough. We must also be 
willing to make contributions, man phone banks and 
knock on doors. We will not have an era of 
Progressive reform in the absence of increased 
activism. 

This is a fight for our state and country’s 
future. We can start by flipping the House in 2018 and 
creating a necessary check and balance on the radical 
right. We can do it! Let’s get it done! 

See my Facebook page at Crawford for 
Congress. 

 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
As we celebrate Labor Day, we honor the men 
and women who fought tirelessly for workers' 
rights, which are so critical to our strong and 
successful labor force.  

- Elizabeth Esty 
 
 
For working people and union members, Labor 
Day stands for something special and profound. 
It's a day to honor the deep commitment each of 
us has to serve the children we teach, the 
families we heal, and the communities we love.  

- Randi Weingarten 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Dennis-Crawford-for-Congress-220892614745316/
https://www.facebook.com/Dennis-Crawford-for-Congress-220892614745316/


Jessica McClure For Congress 
Campaign Update 
 

 
 

I just wanted to give everyone a brief 
campaign update. Our efforts to get out into the 
District are finally starting to ramp up, and volunteer 
turnout at events has been fantastic. We are visiting 
Nebraska communities to talk about affordable 
healthcare, education, and policies that help working 
families.  

The campaign has visited two parades: 
Ashland Grand Parade and Seward’s 4th of July Grand 
Parade. It was wonderful seeing children interested 
in civic engagement, and very excited about candy. 
The featured picture is from Seward’s Parade. I had a 
blast walking behind a fire truck. Last week, we 
started canvassing in Lincoln. With help from 
volunteers, we were able to distribute literature to 
hundreds of homes in my neighborhood. I’m 
currently scheduling meet and greets in the district. 
Keep your eye out for more information about these 
events soon!  

My first casual fundraising event is on August 
18th, 9:30 p.m., 1867 Bar, 101 N 14th St #6, Lincoln, 
NE 68508. The event features 3 live bands and 
includes a cover fee of 5 dollars for those 21 and 
over, 7 dollars for those 18-20. 

If you are interested in learning more about 
my campaign for the House of Representatives in 
Nebraska’s First Congressional District, contact me at 
JessicaMcClureForCongress@gmail.com, or call me at 
402-570-6478. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Councilman Carl Eskridge Welcomes 
City’s New Fire Truck 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

To contribute an article or letter to the editor  
of the newsletter contact Jean Sanders, Editor 
at jsanders@neb.rr.com or Jim Johnson, 
Public Relations Chair at LCDP@neb.rr.com.   
 

mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:LCDP@neb.rr.com


A Farmer’s Perspective

 

Report Back: Farmers Lead the Way   
in Addressing the Climate Threat 
By Graham Christensen 
 

Farmers and ranchers must play the lead role 
in reducing greenhouse gases, and efforts must be 
stepped up drastically over the next three years to 
prevent more extreme weather conditions caused by 
climate change. This was the urgent message at the 
latest round of global climate talks in Chantilly, 
France, called Sequestering Carbon and 
Soil: Addressing the Climate Threat, where scientists, 
academia, policymakers and rural leaders from 40 
countries gathered. 

The conference was the first of its kind in that 
it focused on farmers as the most important players 
in reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Why? 
Because agriculture is the largest contributor to 
rising GHGs levels and poor farming practices have 
contributed to the degradation of 25% of the world’s 
lands. The undeniable consensus was that carbon 
storage is critical to addressing climate change, and 
adopting farm-based carbon sequestration 
techniques is a key path forward.  

A presentation called Drawdown: The Most 
Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed To Reverse Global 
Warming focused on the astounding economic 
benefits of improving food production practices. 
According to Drawdown, global adoption of carbon 
storage practices will yield a lifetime savings of more 
than $10 trillion, far above the $777 billion it would 
cost to transition. Noted practices include 
regenerative and conservation agriculture, 
silvopasture, tree intercropping, managed grazing, 
degraded farmland restoration, composting, 
enhanced nutrient management, and more. 
 It is in our DNA to work together with 
nature, not against it. 

With collapsing commodity prices and the 
current Farm Crisis in full swing, now is the time for 
farmers to transition to these practices, which 
provide more economic opportunity while 
addressing the climate threat. U.S. farmers and rural 
economies will be massive beneficiaries in the 
transition. 

For example, recent Iowa State research 
shows that when farmers adopt basic cover cropping 
techniques, they can eliminate 90% of their chemical 
fertilizer and 95% of herbicide applications—
reducing the need for expensive inputs in a time of 
low commodity prices. By simply enhancing 

biodiversity on the farm, more carbon was stored in 
the ground, increasing microbial activity and soil 
organic matter, without greatly affecting yields. 
Farmers who utilize livestock in their crop rotation 
can add even more nutrients to the soil, further 
cutting input costs. With enhanced grazing 
techniques, methane and nitrous oxide emissions 
(both more potent than carbon dioxide) are reduced 
as well. 

Another reason to adopt regenerative 
agriculture is to improve water storage capacity in 
the ground and provide filtration for our 
waterways. All we have to do is look back to Iowa, 
where over 750 waterways are impaired due to the 
over-industrialization of Iowan agriculture. In 
neighboring Nebraska, our groundwater nitrate 
levels have doubled over the last 40 years. 

 Regenerative farming is our best chance to 
reverse these alarming trends. 

 
Nitrate levels in Nebraska have continued to increase 
with the growth of agriculture industrialization. 
Excessive nitrate exposure can cause health issues like 
Blue Baby Syndrome, and in some cases various forms 
of cancer, thyroid conditions, reproductive issues, and 
diabetes. 
 

The conference also addressed the challenges 
of the current political atmosphere. The Trump 
Administration’s recent decision to pull out of the 
Global Climate Accord takes away America’s seat at 
the table. There undoubtedly will be limitations to 
upcoming Farm Bill discussions, and a carbon-pricing 
program looks to be a few years down the road. It 
seems that the quickest path forward for regenera-
tive farming is via a serious dialogue with U.S. 
companies willing to help support and transition 
farmers, as is becoming more common in Europe. As 
consumers become more informed on how their food 
is produced, a natural evolution is for businesses to 
move toward supporting food grown with carbon 
storage practices. 

http://www.drawdown.org/
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Water-Monitoring/Impaired-Waters
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Water-Monitoring/Impaired-Waters
https://1efnyhsj63r2fo5g01erbmcv-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/nebraska-nitrate_analyses_chart.png


The scientific consensus is that we are 
running out of time. So the question remains, how 
quickly will U.S. companies support our farmers in 
the transition? As I circle back with my farmer 
friends in Nebraska, it is clear that we farmers 
understand now is the time and that our 
participation in a full transition to regenerative 
farming is more vital than ever. More farmers are 
adopting these approaches every day, in part due to 
the growing consumer demand to know where their 
food is coming from, but maybe more so because 
farmers sense something is changing with Mother 
Earth. After all, it is in our DNA to work together with 
nature, not against. 
 

Graham is a fifth generation farmer in 
Nebraska who serves as the state secretary for 
Nebraska Farmers Union and the President of GC 
Resolve, established to help educate and mobilize the 
general public to resolve key issues that affect the day-
to-day lives of Nebraskans.  
 
Originally published in www.farmaid.org, July 26, 
2017.  Reprinted with permission. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thoughts on Climate Change 
By Mary Harding 

 
We have come a 

long way in our fight to 
tackle the climate crisis 
since the film, An 
Inconvenient Truth, came 
out over ten years ago. 

We've witnessed 
breathtaking advances in 
our clean energy tech 
revolution, and a growing 
movement of citizens 
around the world spurring 

action on climate by political leaders and CEOs. 
Yet, evidence mounts of climate change's 

increasing toll on people and the planet. And 
we've seen some heartbreaking policy setbacks, like 
President Trump's decision to pull the U.S. out of the 
Paris Agreement and roll back other efforts to wean 
our economy off the fossil fuels of the past. 

It shows that, unfortunately, a determined 
minority—with active financial support from a few 
large carbon polluters—have found ways to take 
control of the policy-making process. 

But the ultimate power still lies with the 
people! And that's the most important message of Al 
Gore’s new film, An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to 
Power, which opened in theaters July 28 with general 
distribution on August 4th 

Despite setbacks, the progress we've made 
on climate is not reversible. The cost of clean 
energy continues to fall. Countries like China, India 
and others are moving fast. Big consumer companies 
are working toward 100% renewable energy. And 
many states—and cities—are showing new 
leadership in America's climate fight. 

I know we will win in this struggle. I 
encourage you to make a date to see An Inconvenient 
Sequel: Truth to Power, and become engaged to help 
jumpstart the next critical phase of this movement—
and make sure it's bigger and stronger than ever. 
 
Mary Harding represents Lancaster, Seward, 
Saunders and Cass Counties on the board of 
Nebraska Public Power District. 
  

 
  

http://www.nebraskafarmersunion.org/
http://www.gcresolve.com/
http://www.gcresolve.com/
https://www.farmaid.org/blog/farmers-lead-way-addressing-climate-threat/
http://www.nrdconline.org/site/R?i=PmLrJxWLCl2WJjSX67OTng
http://www.nrdconline.org/site/R?i=PmLrJxWLCl2WJjSX67OTng


 
 

 
 

Resolutions 

Adopted by the Lancaster County Democratic Party 7/18/2017 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Lincoln Environmental Action Plan 2017-2018 is based on the work of Mayor Chris Beutler’s 

Environmental Task Force; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Plan is grounded in the environmental principles of Lincoln’s LPlan 2040, the Long Range 

Transportation Plan, the Mayor’s Strategic Plan, and the master plans for Lincoln’s utilities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Plan reflects Lincoln’s long-standing tradition of public-private partnerships working to 

achieve community goals; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Plan features four Lincoln businesses whose policies exemplify public-private partnerships 

working to achieve corporate environmental responsibility; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Plan identifies 13 action strategies that should be implemented to protect Lincoln’s 

environmental future; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is sponsoring an open house on Wednesday, July 26, 2017, at Gere Branch Library, 2400 

S. 56th Street, where city officials will be available to discuss the Plan and answer questions; and 

 

WHEREAS, the public may submit questions and comments to the Mayor’s office regarding the Plan until 

August 7, 2017, by using the feedback form found at http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/mayor/energy/leap.htm ; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Plan will be reviewed every two years and updated as necessary to ensure that the action 

strategies are meeting Lincoln’s environmental goals; and 

 

WHEREAS, “The Salvation of the State is Watchfulness in the Citizen,” 

 

Therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Lancaster County Democratic Party commends Mayor Beutler and the members of the 

Environmental Task Force for their ongoing commitment to a cleaner, greener Lincoln; and be it 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the LCDP reaffirms its commitment to the environmental principles reflected in 

Lincoln’s planning documents; and be it 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the LCDP commends Assurity Life Insurance, Zoetis, Lincoln Industries, and B 

& R Stores for their leadership in matters of corporate environmental responsibility; and be it 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the LCDP endorses as a good place to start the 13 action strategies identified in 

the Plan; and finally be it 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the LCDP commends the City for its open process and encourages the public to 

speak up for a cleaner, greener Lincoln -- starting now, with attendance at the LEAP open house and written 

comments on the Plan. 

 

**************************************** 



The 13 action strategies fall into five categories: Energy: # 1 Convert to LED street lights; # 2 Improve energy 

efficiency in city buildings; # 3 Reduce non-renewable fuel usage in city fleet operations by 50% by 2030; # 4 

Improve energy efficiency of Lincoln’s new construction; Land use # 5 Replace ash trees destroyed by the 

emerald ash borer; # 6 Increase urban agriculture opportunities; Transportation # 7 Develop electric vehicle 

infrastructure; # 8 Implement the “Green Light Lincoln” program for more environmentally friendly traffic 

flow; # 9 Reduce vehicle traffic by increasing access to alternate transportation; Waste # 10 Increase the 

recycling rate to 50% by 2030 with a comprehensive residential and commercial recycling plan; increase waste 

and recycling diversion in city buildings to help meet community goal; # 11. Develop a construction and 

demolition recycling program; Water # 12 Conserve Lincoln’s water, and plan for future need; # 13 Develop a 

consistent watershed funding source to prevent flooding, and improve the quality of stormwater runoff. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
WHEREAS, President Trump's Election Integrity Commission sent a letter to all 50 states requesting their voter-roll data, 

including the name of all registered voters, and their address, date of birth, party affiliation, last four digits of Social 

Security numbers, military status, criminal history, and voting history (elections voted in) from 2006 onward; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission’s letter stated that “any documents that are submitted to the full Commission will also be 

made available to the public;” and 

 

WHEREAS, Secretary of State John Gale was the Nebraska state official responsible for responding to the Commission’s 

request; and 

 

WHEREAS, Secretary Gale declined to either grant or deny the request until the Commission meets formally and states 

the purpose for its request; and 

 

WHEREAS, Secretary Gale informed the Commission of the fatal flaw in its incomplete request, i.e., that the 

Commission’s intention to make the information available to the public means the Commission cannot satisfy the 

requirement in Nebraska state law that voter information only be used for certain limited purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, Secretary Gale further informed the Commission that even if the Commission changed course and indicated 

it intended to keep its national database private, he had serious concerns about the security of the information given “the 

domestic and foreign attacks in 2016 on state voter registration databases”; and 

 

WHEREAS, Secretary Gale concluded by saying that if the Commission could satisfy the requirements of state law and 

his additional security concerns, then he would comply with the request for publicly available information; 

 

THEREFORE, be it  

 

RESOLVED, That the Lancaster County Democratic Party commends Secretary Gale for avoiding the rhetoric of partisan 

politics and responding to the Commission’s request in the even measured tones of Nebraska state law. The Commission 

may have what Nebraska law allows when it satisfies the requirements set out in Nebraska law. 

 

 

 
 

 
If you believe you can make a difference, not just in politics, in 
public service, in advocacy around all these important issues, 
then you have to be prepared to accept that you are not going to 
get 100 percent approval.  - Hillary Clinton 
 



Nebraska Governor Frank Morrison 
By Jean Sanders 
Part 2 (cont. from the July 2017 issue of “The 
Democrat.”) 

 
Early in 1958, Frank and Maxine had met 

young Massachusetts Senator John F. Kennedy and 
his wife Jackie when Kennedy spoke at the annual 
Democratic Jefferson-Jackson Day dinner in Omaha. A 
lasting friendship was formed and Kennedy had, at 
Frank’s invitation, addressed the local Rotary club in 
Lincoln. When Kennedy was elected U.S. President, 
the Morrisons were invited to the inauguration. 
Because this was more than a superficial political 
friendship, Frank finally had the attention and 
respect of national leaders of both major political 
parties—a respect that included future presidents 
and international leaders. In January 1961, Frank B. 
Morrison, Sr. was sworn into office eventually 
becoming the last Nebraska governor to serve three 
terms. His accomplishments during that time are a 
testament to his vision, persistence and 
salesmanship. There was never any question about 
his priorities. Quality education was vital. During his 
administration, University of Nebraska programs 
were improved and expanded, a statewide 
Educational Television Network was created, and a 
Center for Continuing Education was built that 
served as a home base for lifelong learning and 
emphasized programs for people over age fifty. A 
Committee on Gifted Children was also implemented. 

Economic development was another high 
priority. Agricultural and business leaders met with 
peers in other states and countries to exchange ideas 
and encourage doing business with Nebraska. This 
type of interdependent cooperation was a fairly new 
concept at the time and proved to be successful. 

Another facet of economic development was 
to combine tourist promotion with historical 
education, eventually earning Frank the unofficial 
title of “Father of Nebraska Tourism.” In a joint 
venture with Wyoming, Montana, North and South 
Dakota, the Old West Trial Commission was created 
and bus tours were instituted. 

Some of Nebraska’s small towns were 
recognized officially as ethnic capitals in order to 
spotlight cultural heritage and diversity. Annual 
festivals began. Loup City was the Polish capital, 
Wilber was the Czech capital, and Stromsburg was 
the Swede capital. 

A Hall of Fame Commission was formed to 
honor outstanding Nebraskans who achieved 
prominence for their accomplishments. 

One idea that intrigued then Governor 
Morrison, who had laid out the route for I-80 through 

Nebraska, was the fact that all the major historic 
trails passed through the state. Three of them—the 
Oregon, California, and Mormon Trails—followed the 
Platte River and met midway across the state near 
Kearney. The concept that some sort of 
commemorative monument should be constructed 
was born, but it would take another thirty-plus years 
for him to see it become a reality. 

To establish pride in Nebraska’s culture and 
beauty, programs instituted included the Nebraska 
Foundation, and the Keep Nebraska Beautiful 
Commission. Mel Steen, head of the Game and Parks 
Commission, convinced the governor that a chain of 
lakes along the new Interstate would be beneficial. 

Social reforms included the state’s first 
retirement pension program for all state employees, 
a merit plan for the selection of state judges, the first 
medical assistance program, the Fair Employment 
Practices Act, a Commission on the Status of Women, 
a Commission on Equal Rights, and the Commission 
on Aging. 

During his third term as governor, Frank 
decided to try again for a seat in the U.S. Senate. This 
proved to be ill-advised. However, his status as a 
Democratic leader and his position as a respected 
attorney were assured. In January 1967, Frank 
moved to Omaha to join his son, Biff, in a law firm. 
Frank also served on the Mayor’s Committee on Jail 
Reform, taught state government at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha and Creighton University, 
lectured at the International Institute in Taiwan, and, 
in 1968, spent time in India as an advisor for the 
Agency for International Development. 

He tried for a Senate seat again in 1970, but 
when he lost, he accepted an appointment as Douglas 
County Defender. Meanwhile, Biff had moved to 
Montana and was a trial lawyer there. 

In 1976, Frank was 71 years old and, due to 
his many years of public service at a relatively low 
salary, he felt it would be financially prudent to join 
his son in private law practice, so he and Maxine 
moved to Montana. 

Nearing his eightieth birthday, Frank was 
seduced by the idea of retirement in warm Arizona. 
Life there was leisurely, his home and yard were 
beautiful, and he and Maxine enjoyed good health. It 
should have been an ideal existence., but for a man 
whose need for mental stimulation and involvement 
with social issues was essential, life became 
increasingly boring. The Morrisons moved back to 
Lincoln, Nebraska in 1990, where there were causes 
and projects dear to their hearts.  

At the age of ninety, when most men would 
be reveling in retirement, Frank Morrison was busy 
planning for the future. The time finally seemed right 



to convince people that the Great Platte River Road 
Archway Monument should be built. It would be an 
exciting educational tool for exploring the evolution 
of transportation and communication. 

As he had envisioned years earlier, Frank felt 
Kearney was the perfect site. Besides being located 
where the major overland trails met, Ft. Kearny, an 
important historic army outpost, was nearby, and 
other important tourist attractions were within a 
two-hour or less drive. Also, Kearney is in the path of 
the great sandhill crane migration, an event that 
draws thousands of visitors to the area from around 
the world. The potential for attracting people to an 
historical monument there and educating them about 
their heritage seemed limitless. 

The goal was to build a structure that would 
inspire people to appreciate and learn from their 
history. It could educate and entertain 
simultaneously. It would require major funding and 
first-rate imaginative designers, so Frank assembled 
a nationwide team of advisors to develop a plan. 
When it was suggested that the monument should be 
an archway spanning I-80, they met with then 
Governor E. Benjamin Nelson, who supported the 
concept enthusiastically. However, building a tourist 
attraction over a major national highway had never 
been done, so there were major obstacles to be 
overcome, including architectural controversy and 
the need to raise $60 million. 

Undaunted, Frank and his supporters 
persisted. They organized a statewide Educational 
Advisory Committee. They also established working 
alliances with Kearney’s City Council, its Chamber of 
Commerce and the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney. Out of this, the Great Platte River Road 
Archway Monument dream became reality. Using 
state of the art technology in construction and 
interior presentation, the evolution of transportation 
and communication emerged. Frank, the teacher, had 
founded an unique educational legacy. It was built 
beside the road and, in one night, it was rolled over 
the highway—the largest object ever to have been 
rolled over a highway in Nebraska’s history and the 
only historic monument ever to bridge an Interstate 
Highway. 

It opened to the public June 9, 2000. Since 
then President Clinton visited the Archway when he 
gave a major speech at the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney, and screenwriters Alexander Payne and Jim 
Taylor featured it in their movie About Schmidt 
starring Jack Nicholson. The Archway also won the 
THEA Award for outstanding achievement in the 
attractions industry—the industry’s equivalent of the 
Oscar. 

Never one to rest on his laurels or be involved 
with only one project, Frank, in his nineties, did not 
appear to slow down. He wrote his autobiography, 
My Journey Through the Twentieth Century, spoke at 
numerous civic and political events, promoted 
international peace, opposed the death penalty, and 
testified frequently in legislative hearings. He was 
appointed co-chairman of the Governor’s Task Force 
on Prison Overcrowding and Alternatives to 
Incarceration. 

He wrote an unpublished treatise entitled 
“Life, Liberty and Security in a Troubled and 
Dangerous World” in which he advocated peaceful 
solutions to world problems. In it he stated, “Human 
civilization, if not human survival, hangs in the 
balance. A combination of hate, paranoia, 
lawlessness, a rising tide of religious fanaticism, and 
self-righteousness superimposed on weapons of 
mass destruction culminating in nuclear bombs have 
created an unprecedented threat to human life and 
security. Moral and political responsibility demand 
that we solve this threat. To not do so stamps us as 
traitors to our country, our civilization and our 
creator.” 

With his wife and son Biff, he helped create 
an historic district in McCook named Heritage 
Square. McCook had been home to three Nebraska 
governors: Ralph Brooks, Frank Morrison, and E. 
Benjamin Nelson. It was also home to George W. 
Norris, longtime U.S. Senator who had been 
instrumental in bringing electric power to rural 
America. The Frank B. Morrison Family Educational 
Foundation was created to help promote Heritage 
Square and other educational programs. 

At age 98, only a few months before his death, 
former Governor Frank B. Morrison was interviewed 
on public television by former Governor and U.S. 
Senator Bob Kerrey at the Nebraska Educational 
Telecommunications studio in Lincoln, Nebraska in a 
three-hour, wide-ranging conversation. 

Maxine Morrison died March 18, 2004. Just a 
month later, Frank Morrison succumbed to cancer. 

Among his many honors received, some of 
Frank’s favorites included being a research assistant 
on President Hoover’s Wickersham Commission on 
Law Enforcement while in law school; the Nebraska 
State Bar Foundation’s Lifetime Achievement Award 
in 1997; Rotary Club #14 of Lincoln Nebraskan of the 
Year in 1998; and an Honorary Doctorate Degree in 
Humanities from the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney in 2003. 

Frank Brenner Morrison, Sr. held public office 
for seventeen years, but his influence on public policy 
lasted well beyond his lifetime. 

 



This article was first published in Profiles of 
Nationally Distinguished Nebraskans by E.A. Kral and 
Jean Sanders, Gage County Historical Society, 
Beatrice, Nebraska, 2010. 

Valuable sources to study include Frank B. 
Morrison, My Journey Through the Twentieth Century 
(Lincoln, Nebraska: Media Publications & Marketing 
Inc., 2001); Nebraska Life, May/June 2001, pp. 49-54; 
New York Times, June 27, 2003, pp. D-1, D-8; Frank 
Morrison and Bob Kerrey: A Conversation (NETV, 
2004).  
 
——————————————————————-- 
 

Memories of Frank Morrison  
By DiAnna Schimek  
 

One of my favorite stories about Frank 
Morrison was told to me ages ago. Frank, as everyone 
knew, was very gregarious and always gave big bear 
hugs when you met him. He seemed to know 
everyone. Perhaps that could be explained by this 
story about a certain lady who came up to him at an 
event, looked him right in the eye and said, “Frank, I 
bet you don't remember who I am.” Frank, without 
losing a beat, looked right back at her and said, 
“Why, Maxine and I were just talking about you last 
night and wondering if you would be here today. How 
are you?” 
 

Another time, there was a gathering of 
Nebraska Democrats and Frank and Maxine were at 
the head table where Frank was to speak. The table 
was on a platform and there was no backdrop. So, 
you wanted to be careful not to fall over backwards. 
Well, Frank finally got up to speak and, as usual, he 
was pretty wound up. Every time he would swing his 
arms around, everyone was holding their collective 
breath in fear that Frank was going to flail out and hit 
Maxine backwards right off of that platform. Of 
course, Maxine was probably more concerned that 
Frank was not going to see her signals that it was 
time to wind down. 
 
____________________________________________ 

 

Frank Morrison Anecdote from Bert 
Harris 
 

Frank had so many amazing stories. Early in 
his career Frank was Frontier county attorney in 
Stockville, Nebraska. He was handling a case in 
Stockville that involved an assault in a bar. He had 
the assailant on the stand and he asked him what 
happened. The fellow said, “He called me a big fat son 
of a bitch." Frank saw an opportunity to apply some 
fancy lawyering skills and asked, "How do you know 
he was referring to you?" The fellow replied, 
"Because I was the only big fat son of a bitch in the 
bar."  
_____________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

  

Do you have a story about Governor 

Morrison you’d like to share? Then contact 

History Committee Chair Jean Sanders 

jsanders@neb.rr.com; or Committee 

members DiAnna Schimek 

dschimek7@gmail.com; or Marlene Cupp 

rc34712@windstream.net.  
 

 

“Human beings are the only creatures with 

power to use the forces of nature for our own 

ennoblement or the destruction of our 

species.” 

 

“We must create an economic, cultural, and 

educational system which will inspire, 

motivate, and make possible the full 

intellectual development of every child. The 

human mind, we now know, has the 

potential to harness the forces of nature to 

usher in a vast new era of quality of life on 

this planet heretofore undreamed of.” 

 

“We must convince the people of the world 

of our common humanity, and that we are all 

shipmates on this ship we call earth, flying 

through the cosmos with one common 

destiny.” 

 - Governor Frank Brenner Morrison 

 

mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:dschimek7@gmail.com
mailto:rc34712@windstream.net


County Party Booth at the 
Lancaster County Fair 
 
Pictures of the County Party booth at the Lancaster 
County Fair. Booth is open now through August 12; 
come visit us! 
 
Booth hours: 
Mon. 8/7-Thurs. 8/10 – 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Fri. 8/11-Sat. 8/12 – 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Booth volunteer Maryjo Shibata 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Booth volunteer Jim Johnson 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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