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 Summer fun is over 
and the trees have 
donned their autumn 
colors. As we look toward 
the upcoming holiday 
season to recharge and 
connect with family and 
friends, we must also 

keep up on our quest to move our party forward by 
supporting and electing Democrats. The Lancaster 
County Democratic Party is ever mindful of the 
ongoing work required to elect Democrats up and 
down the ticket. 
 Training is essential to effective activism 
whether you are a novice or experienced volunteer. 
We are fortunate the Nebraska Democratic Party 
(NDP) has partnered with the organizers of the Blue 
Bench Project to offer all day training to candidates 
and grassroots leaders at their Fall quarterly state 
central committee meeting November 10-12, 2017, at 
Mammel Hall on UNO campus, 6708 Pine Street, 
Omaha, Nebraska. If you have questions about the 
Fall meeting or the training, call the NDP at 402-434-
2180 or info@nebraskademocrats.org.  
 If you are thinking about running for office if 
you want to learn to be an effective grassroots 
activist, this training is for you. Even if you are an 
experienced campaigner, you will certainly pick up 
new skills and tips by attending. To register online go 
to http://tinyurl.com/NebDemTrain. View  the 
training agenda at 
http://tinyurl.com/NebDemNovMtg. The cost is 
$25.00.  
 Our quarterly fundraising event was a Chili 
Cook Off on October 15th at the new IBEW Local 265 
Union Hall in Lincoln, Nebraska. We had fifteen 
celebrity chefs bring their best chili recipes for our 

150 or so attendees to judge. Cinnamon rolls were 
donated by Kathy Danek, Bennie Shobe, Fundraising 
Chair and the County Party. Many thanks to our 
volunteers Maryjo Shibata and the Noll family, Mary 
Baldus, Chris Callihan, John Markey, Kelly Carstens, 
John Atkeison, Barbara Tracy, Zachary James, Burma 
Kroger, Beth Sorenson, Cathy Tallon, Julie Metcalf, 
and to our wonderful monetary sponsors who made 
our event a success. We couldn’t have done it without 
you! 
 Our Associate Chair John Atkeison created a 
weekly UPDATE email to keep you informed of the 
many groups and events that are taking place in 
Lancaster County. Our Democrat candidates for state 
legislature, Congress and Senate are holding town 
halls, fundraisers and meet and greet events. Be sure 
to attend these whenever you can so that you can ask 
our candidates questions about the issues and voice 
your concerns and opinions. Candidates love to hear 
from voters! 
 Candidates are making good use of our 
headquarters office doing phone banking and 
campaign organizing. The county party charges a 
small rental fee so that candidates can use their 
finances for staff salaries and other necessary 
campaign expenses. We are delighted to have our 
facilities in such high demand! 
 New activist groups are still popping up here 
at home and nationwide in response to the Trump 
presidency and the misguided partisan goals of the 
GOP. Talk about tone deafness! It is difficult to keep 
up on all the drama from the White House. What is 
fact and what is fiction? I have to take a complete 
break from the national news every few days just to 
keep from going up in flames. The thing that works 
best for me is doing something for our county party 
every day.  Please volunteer in any way you can. It 
really does help to keep perspective and is a great 
way to unload negative energy by doing good! 
 Happy Thanksgiving and remember: 
DEMOCRACY IS NOT A SPECTATOR SPORT! IT TAKES 
ALL OF US! GET OUT, GET ACTIVE, TAG YOU’RE IT! 
  

The Lancaster County 

Democrat 
November 2017 
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What Party? 
By John Atkeison, Associate Chair, Lancaster 
County Democratic Party 
  

Our Party is made up of 
people.  

We’re all glad for 
everyone’s participation 
in the Lancaster County 
Democratic Party! We 
are a part of the 
Nebraska Democratic 
Party and, of course, the 
national Democrats. But 

in many ways, the County Party organization is 
where the rubber meets the road! 

Most of us think that Democratic should be 
the same as saying party of the working folks. We 
treasure our Democrats who are well above average 
in wealth and status, but most of us think we are the 
party of the people, for the people, and by the people. 
Unlike that other party. 

Our state’s and our county’s greatest strength 
is our people: honest, hard-working people from all 
walks of life. We believe in growing the good life for 
all Nebraskans, not just for a few at the top. 

We want to do well for ourselves and our 
families—and do our part for our communities, state 
and country. We respect the dignity of every 
person—no matter who you are, what you look like 
or where you come from. We don’t think only one 
group defines what is normal, or “normative.” 

Each of us has something valuable to 
contribute to our county and our state. When 
Nebraskans work together, we can accomplish 
anything. Democrats fight every day to move our 
county and our state forward and make our 
government and our economy work for every 
Nebraskan–not just powerful special interests. 

Nebraska works best when it works for all. 
Senator Paul Wellstone, a Democrat from the 
Midwest, always said, “We all do better, when we all 
do better.” He sums it up best on what it means to be 
a Democrat. 
About the Lancaster County Democratic Party:  

Not every Democrat wants to attend meetings 
about bylaws, we get that.  Not everyone wants to 
attend business meetings and we get that, too. We 
have added a discussion forum before every business 
meeting of the County Central Committee and 
welcome ideas for other opportunities to talk active 
politics. We want to plan unified action as well as talk 
about it! 

Sometimes it can be confusing how to 
navigate the Party structure, so we hope you reach 

out to us (jatkeison@gmail.com) with any questions. 
Please attend our County Central Committee meeting 
any third Thursday to connect with Democrats from 
your area.  

Reading the Party Bylaws will give you a good 
idea of how we are organized, but we would like to 
sketch a description here. It is pretty simple, at least 
in theory.  

The starting point is the group of people who 
have chosen Democratic Party when they register to 
vote or change their address. Last year we even had 
some folks go online to simply change their Party 
registration. (You can do any or all of that online here 
http://bit.ly/NeVoterRegistration, which is 
confirmed by postal mail.) 

When you provide an email address, you are 
able to get news and notifications from your fellow 
Democrats. 

Ideally we like to have people meet with their 
neighbors at the precinct level which usually includes 
a few hundred Democrats. 

A more common level of organization is the 
Legislative District (LD). Some of us refer to them by 
number, or by the member of the Unicameral who 
has been elected from that District. For instance, I 
live in LD46, also known as Adam Morfeld’s district. 
Some LDs cross county lines to balance population 
between LDs. 
View a map of Legislative Districts (LD) 
http://bit.ly/NebLDs 

Every two years we meet together in a County 
Convention as we will do in the spring of 2018. At 
Convention we elect officers and delegates to the 
convention of the Nebraska Democratic Party. At that 
Convention we will also meet in groups defined by LD 
to choose delegates to the County Central Committee 
(CC), which, with the elected officers, is in charge of 
the County Party between Conventions. 

This is how we choose CC members as stated 
in the Bylaws: 

When the convention is in session the 
Legislative District Caucuses shall submit a list of 
eligible persons who are willing to serve on the 
Central Committee. The nominees presented by the 
LD caucuses shall stand for election by the 
convention as a whole. A majority vote of the 
convention shall be required to be elected to the 
Central Committee.  
 
These are the requirements for CC members from the 
Bylaws: 
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Requirements to serve as a member on the Central 
Committee are as follows: 

1. Be a registered Democrat residing in 
Lancaster County. 

2. Abide by the Rules and Bylaws governing the 
Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

3. Voting members of the Central Committee of 
the Lancaster County Democrats shall 
participate in a minimum of 2 of the 
following: 

a) Participate actively in County Party 
functions as a member of a 
subcommittee as defined in Article V; 

b) Take an active role in helping elect 
Democrats to office in Lancaster 
County by running for office, helping 
on campaigns, and/or recruiting 
others to do the same. 

c) Be a monetary donor to the Lancaster 
County Democratic Party. 

4. Members shall not personally endorse any 
candidate who is not a registered Democrat 
and/or may be running against a candidate 
who is a registered Democrat. 

Attend all regularly scheduled Central Committee 
meetings or be excused in advance by the Chair in 
accordance with Article II, Section G. 
 
About the Nebraska Democratic Party:  
If you have any questions about the statewide 
Nebraska Democratic Party, please email 
info@nebraskademocrats.org. 
For now: 
NDP 
Officers: http://nebraskademocrats.org/elected-
officers/ 
Chair Jane 
Kleeb: http://nebraskademocrats.org/janekleeb/ 
NDP Staff: http://nebraskademocrats.org/ndp-staff/ 
Platform, Resolutions, Bylaws, 
Constitution: http://nebraskademocrats.org/party-
platform/ 
State Executive 
Committee: http://nebraskademocrats.org/executive
-committee/ 
Delegates to the State Central Committee, our State 
Party’s governing 
body: http://nebraskademocrats.org/central-
committee/ 
County Parties: http://nebraskademocrats.org/get-
local/ 
Affiliated Caucuses (e.g. Women’s 
Caucus): http://nebraskademocrats.org/affiliated-
caucuses-by-laws/ 

Morrison Exon Volunteer Award 
Winners: http://nebraskademocrats.org/about/morr
ison-exon-annual-awards/ 

Additionally, every two years each County holds a 
County Convention where Convention Delegates are 
elected at the County level. Those delegates then 
attend the State Convention where we meet to 
discuss our Party Platform and to elect new 
Legislative District members who then serve on the 
State Central Committee–the governing body of the 
Nebraska Democratic party. 
View a map of Congressional Districts (CD) 
State Central Committee (SCC), Organized by 
Legislative District (LD): 
View a map of Legislative Districts (LD) 
 

 
  

 

What’s a leader?  

That word can apply to someone 
elected to a position, like Chair or 
Secretary. It can apply also to a 
person who simply displays the 
character that inspires others to 
listen and consider the words of the 
leader and who earns respect due to 
their care for the Party.  

This is the core meaning of the word 
leadership. Showing leadership or 
giving leadership refers to the 
contribution, especially through 
behavior, that helps guide others in 
decision making and in making each 
person’s practical contribution to the 
Party. Showing leadership is 
something can be done by every 
person, whether elected to a specific 
position or not. Developing 
leadership that will fill roles and 
positions in the future is the heart of 
ensuring the long-term health of the 
organization. 
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Nebraska’s Economy and My Huge 

Nebraska Family 
 

I married a 
Nebraskan. When I 
married a Nebraskan, I 
was gifted a whole new 
family. My Nebraska 
family is huge! It’s 
awesome. There are so 
many of us that we have a 
tough time fitting in one 
location for holiday 
meals. My husband’s 
Grandparents still own 

farmland near Hampton. I’m never going to be one of 
those fake politicians, pretending that I farm by 
posing awkwardly near cattle, trying not to get dirty. 
I do, however, understand how important agriculture 
is to this state. It’s part of who we are. It’s part of my 
family. 

I’m thankful for Nebraska’s farmers and my 
huge Nebraska family. It’s because of them I can 
proudly say that I promise to support the family 
farmer. I understand business and I care about 
Nebraska’s economy. Since Nebraska ranks fourth in 
the country in terms of agricultural output when 
measured by total agricultural receipts, you can’t run 
for a Federal office in Nebraska without discussing 
agriculture. According to the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis real gross domestic product (GDP) derived 
from agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting 
declined 39.8 % nationally in the first quarter. This 
decline is probably why real GPD decreased by 4% in 
Nebraska. That is the worst decline in real GDP in the 
entire country. Nebraska’s economy is not doing so 
well. You might want to share this information with 
your Republican friends.   

I will be an advocate by supporting the 
elimination of tax shelters which grant a competitive 
advantage to large corporate farms over family 
farmers. I will stress the importance of the federal 
crop insurance program. I will continue to disagree 
with the World Trade Organization, and will support 
Country of Origin Labeling for food produced in the 
United States and traded abroad. I promise that I will  

 
 
continue to educate myself on agricultural economics 
and policies, so I can properly represent the State. I 
will continue to research the decline in Nebraska’s 
GDP, and discuss solutions at the Federal level. 

Questions, comments, disagreements?      
Email the campaign at 
jessicamcclureforcongress@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

“All human beings are born free 
and equal in dignity and rights. 
They are endowed with reason 
and conscience and should act 
towards one another in a spirit of 
brotherhood.”   — Article 1. The 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights 
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On Guns, Fortenberry Is Putting Trump and 
the Special Interests First 
By Dennis Crawford  
 

Once again, we 
had another mass 
shooting in America. The 
recent mass shooting in 
Las Vegas was horrific 
and the worst in 
American history. My 
heart goes out to the 
victims and their families. 
This is just heartbreaking. 

Unfortunately, mass shootings are a regular 
occurrence in the U.S. Over 270 mass shootings have 
occurred in America in the 275 days of the calendar 
year 2017. We are the only country in the First World 
that has a problem with ongoing gun violence and 
carnage. 

The primary reason why the U.S. is 
exceptional in this regard is because we have the 
loosest guns laws of any First World industrialized 
country. It is all too easy to get a gun in the U.S. These 
terrible gun laws are the result of years of special 
interest lobbying by the N.R.A.—which represents 
the gun manufacturing industry. 

Nebraska CD01’s long-time member of 
Congress, Jeff Fortenberry, is the recipient of 
approximately $12,000.00 in campaign cash from the 
NRA over the course of his 12.5 years in the House of 
Representatives and a staunch supporter of the gun 
lobby. In 2015, Fortenberry voted to bar the Centers 
for Disease Control from funding any research on gun 
violence and making recommendations. Earlier this 
year, the Nebraska CD01 member of Congress voted 
for legislation to make it easier for the mentally ill to 
have access to guns. 

It’s pretty evident that Fortenberry is putting 
Trump and out of state special interests first on the 
issue of gun violence. He is badly out of touch with 

his constituents. Washington is broken and Mr. 
Fortenberry is part of the problem. We need new 
leadership in Washington. If you want different 
results out of Washington, you have to vote for 
different people. 

As a member of Congress, I would pledge to 
take on the NRA and vote for common sense 
legislation aimed at reducing gun violence and 
making it harder for unsuitable people to purchase 
guns. I would support these reforms suggested by 
Nicholas Kristoff of the New York Times: 
  

1. Impose universal background checks for 
anyone buying a gun. Four out of five 
Americans support this measure, to prevent 
criminals or terrorists from obtaining guns. 

2. Impose a minimum age limit of 21 on gun 
purchases. This is already the law for handgun 
purchases in many states, and it mirrors the 
law on buying alcohol. 

3. Enforce a ban on possession of guns by anyone 
subject to a domestic violence protection order. 
This is a moment when people are upset and 
prone to violence against their ex-es. 

4. Limit gun purchases by any one person to no 
more than, say, two a month, and tighten rules 
on straw purchasers who buy for criminals. 
Make serial numbers harder to remove. 

5. Adopt microstamping of cartridges so that 
they can be traced to the gun that fired them, 
useful for solving gun crimes. 

6. Invest in “smart gun” purchases by police 
departments or the U.S. military, to promote 
their use. Such guns require a PIN or can only 
be fired when near a particular bracelet or 
other device, so that children cannot misuse 
them and they are less vulnerable to theft. The 
gun industry made a childproof gun in the 
1800s but now resists smart guns. 

7. Require safe storage, to reduce theft, suicide 
and accidents by children. 

8. Invest in research to see what interventions 
will be more effective in reducing gun deaths. 
We know, for example, that alcohol and guns 
don’t mix, but we don’t know precisely what 
laws would be most effective in reducing the 
resulting toll. Similar investments in reducing 
other kinds of accidental deaths have been very 
effective. 

 
Another solution to the ongoing problem of 

gun violence is to make mental health care treatment 
more accessible and affordable to people who need it. 
I would support expanding the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) by allowing anybody to buy into Medicare and 



Medicaid. Under my plan, any consumer could select 
Medicare or Medicaid as his/her insurance carrier. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Fortenberry went in the 
wrong direction on health care. On May 5, 
Fortenberry voted with most of his colleagues to take 
away insurance from 22 million people in order to 
fund a tax cut for the wealthy. 

It is well past time for change in Washington. 
I’m running to put Nebraska First, Nebraska Always. 
The current GOP majority in Congress is failing the 
people of Nebraska CD01 and the country in general. 
It’s time to repeal and replace Fortenberry and to flip 
the House in 2018! Let’s get it done! 

 
 
 

Luke Peterson, Candidate 
Lower Platte South Natural Resource 
District Sub-district 7 
 

 This is the time of 
year that most of us enjoy 
the leaves turning, the 
change of season and the 
joys celebrating autumn; 
but I have been 
wondering personally, 
“Why does fall seem to be 
coming earlier and lasting 
shorter?” Well I don’t 
have the ultimate answer 
to my question but I do 
have observations. It’s no 
secret that climate change 
is readily accepted by the 
vast majority of 
climatologists. However, 

according to the Associated Press, The Center for 
Public Affairs Research poll published on October 
12th found that 68% of Americans think weather 
disasters seem to be worsening. Compare that with 
28% of Americans who believe major weather 
events have been relatively the same within their 
lifetime and also 4% who think weather events are 
becoming less severe. The same poll also found that 
63% of respondents believe the U.S. Government 
should do something about climate change. I 
happen to be in agreement with 2/3rds of 
Americans who say that climate change is real and 
we should do something to address it for our 
children’s sake. That is why I am running for the 
Lower Platte South Natural Resource District Sub-
district 7. 
 Now it’s been a process to get where I am 
today, and more is to come as promised by the 

demands of an active campaign. This past summer 
got me thinking about climate change and what 
precipitated my interest was the global warming 
story in Antarctica where an iceberg the size of the 
state of Delaware (or Cherry County, Nebraska) 
broke off the Larsen Ice Shelf. Now it’s being 
reported by NASA that Antarctica has a “hole” the 
size of Lake Superior having shown up in the frozen 
continent a few short months ago. Well this hole is 
a lake of meltwater and it’s projected to be a new 
phenomenon to occur yearly on a seasonal basis. 
So, why should we care about this when we live in 
the middle of the continental United States that is a 
hemisphere away? Because if we continue to melt 
fresh water from the planet's fifth largest continent 
where it’s still being calculated by scientists over 
how much fresh water Antarctica has, the impact is 
going to affect us with rising seas and global 
population displacement. No doubt! 
 So what can we do about these alarming 
statistics coming from scientists? I believe that 
together, through the machinations of what’s been 
given in state statute, we can address many things 
and it’s not just with the Lower Platte South 
Natural Resource District that our desires of having 
actions to combat climate change can happen. 
Specifically with the NRD, we can monitor 
contaminants in water streams that ultimately flow 
down to the Gulf of Mexico. We can manage and 
allocate groundwater in times of water scarcity or 
water abundance. We can address urban 
development so that it does not negatively impact 
our local environment which does have an impact 
globally. We also can implement environmental 
policies and plans to get into direct action for 
remediation of man-made effects on climate. 
Examples could be forestry initiatives or 
sustainable watershed development. It was a logical 
fit to pursue the Lower Platte South Natural 
Resource District with my concerns and I am 
learning more about the office. I hope to earn your 
vote throughout the campaign season and I do want 
to let you know that I will always listen to concerns 
from neighbors while searching for the answer to 
the correct outcome. 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings, 
fabulous fellow 
Democrats! I 
hope you had a 
safe, fun-filled 
Halloween and a 
great month of 
October.  

This past 
month, I travelled 
across the State 
as part of an 
interim study to 
examine reading 
literacy and 
dyslexia 
intervention in 
our public 
elementary 

schools. I visited schools to observe classrooms, and 
to interact with students and teachers in the hopes of 
finding out what schools are doing to combat reading 
literacy and dyslexia. 
             As part of this study, I visited schools in 
Lexington, Gothenburg, Grand Island, Doniphan, 
Hastings, York, and Columbus. Overall, I was very 
impressed with what our fabulous public school 
teachers are doing to aid these students across 
Nebraska. The passion, desire, and dedication of our 
teachers and administrators to ensure every student 
learns to read was immediately clear. I will be visiting 
schools in Omaha and here in Lincoln at our 
incredible LPS schools in the coming month, and my 
Office will be writing a report on our finding by the 
end of the year. 
             I was also honored this past month by the 
LGBTQA+ Resource Center to be recognized as a  
“Being the Change Award” recipient along with 
Senator Adam Morfeld and PFLAG. While I truly 
believe I should not be receiving an award for simply 
supporting the right of people to love whom they 
choose, just like I wouldn’t expect an award for doing 
something as fundamental as breathing, I will 
continue to stand with you all to resist hatred and 
discrimination in all forms. 
           As November gets underway, I want to invite 
you to join me and Team PPB as we phone bank at 
the Lancaster County Democratic Party Office on  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, November 15th at 5 p.m. We will be 
asking voters throughout District 28 about the issues 
they are most concerned about, and sharing a few of 
my achievements from my first term in the Nebraska 
Legislature. 
           We will be using paper call sheets but please 
plan to bring your own cell phone and charger if 
needed. Snacks will be provided! I hope to see you 
there! 
          Many critical issues lie ahead for us and our 
State moving forward, and I hope to continue to work 
hard for you all each and  
every day in a second term. Thank you all for your 
continued support. I hope you have a joyous 
Thanksgiving with family and friends. I remain 
thankful for the blessing of serving       LD28 and for 
the work I am privileged to do in the Legislature on 
your behalf. 
  



Climate Change Is Not Healthy For You 
Or Your Kids! 
By John Atkeison  

 
A constant 

stream of scientific 
reports has documented 
the effect of climate 
change on people and the 
rest of the planet—for 
the past 30 years! The 
main difference between 
the earlier reports and 
those released this week 
is that the sense of 
urgency for action has 
grown, along with the 
carefully calculated and 
mounting degree of 
scientific certainty of the 
conclusions.  

Another improvement in the scientific 
reports is that today these cautious scientists are 
comfortable making statements that might have once 
been controversial. 

Start with the conclusion: “The indicators 
reveal some stark warnings for human health, as well 
as some glimmers of hope, [and] the key messages 
appear robust. The attribution of [climate change] 
temperature trends to human activities is now 
unequivocal, so the urgency of addressing the issues 
raised by this report is not in doubt.”  

I’ll quote extensively from the article in the 
Guardian and provide access to the report that it is 
based on. Web links are at the end of this article. See 
for yourself, think for yourself. 

"The health of hundreds of millions of people 
around the world is already being damaged by 
climate change, a major report has revealed. 

"Heatwaves are affecting many more 
vulnerable people and global warming is boosting the 
transmission of deadly diseases such as dengue fever, 
the world’s most rapidly spreading disease. Air 
pollution from fossil fuel burning is also causing 
millions of early deaths each year, while damage to 
crops from extreme weather threatens hunger for 
millions of children.” 

The findings, published in the Lancet journal, 
come from researchers at 26 institutions around the 
world, including many universities, the World Health 
Organization, World Bank and the UN’s World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO). The WMO 
reported on Monday that the level of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere made a record jump in 2016 to hit 

a concentration not seen for more than three million 
years." 

“Climate change is happening and it’s a health 
issue today for millions worldwide,” said Prof. 
Anthony Costello, at the World Health Organization 
and co-chair of the group behind the new report. It 
follows a related report in 2009 that warned that 
climate change was the biggest danger to global 
health in the 21st century, an assessment repeated in 
the new report." 

 But Costello said acting to halt global 
warming would also deliver a huge benefit for health: 
“The outlook is challenging, but we still have an 
opportunity to turn a looming medical emergency 
into the most significant advance for public health 
this century.” 

“Our scientists have been telling us for some 
time that we’ve got a bad case of climate change. Now 
our doctors are telling us it’s bad for our health,” said 
Christiana Figueres, who as the UN’s climate chief 
negotiated the Paris climate change agreement and 
also co-chaired the new report. 

“Hundreds of millions of people are already 
suffering health impacts as a result of climate 
change,” she told the Guardian. “Tackling climate 
change directly, unequivocally, and immediately 
improves global health. It’s as simple as that.”  

“There is no crystal ball gazing here, these are 
the actual observations,” said Prof Peter Cox, at the 
University of Exeter, U.K. He said the 70,000 deaths 
that resulted from the 2003 heatwave in Europe 
looked small compared to the long-term trends: “We 
were alarmed when we saw this.” 

"Most of the increase in exposed people 
resulted from rising temperatures, but the number of 
older people is also rising, creating a ’perfect storm,’ 
Cox said. The report also found that hotter and more 
humid weather was increasingly creating conditions 
in which it is impossible to work outside. In 2016, 
this caused work equivalent to almost a million 
people to be lost, half in India alone." 

The report also found that climate change has 
increased the ability of dengue fever to spread, 
because the mosquitoes and the virus they carry 
breed more quickly. Dengue is also known as 
“breakbone fever” due to the pain it causes and 
infections have doubled in each decade since 1990, 
now reaching up to 100m infections a year now. 
Dengue was used as an example in the report and 
the researchers suggest global warming will also 
increase the spread of other diseases such as 
schistosomiasis. 

“Air pollution is known to cause millions of 
early deaths every year but the new report 
highlights the 800,000 annual deaths related solely 
to coal burning. The good news here, said Prof Paul 



Wilkinson, is that coal production peaked in 2013 
and is now falling. “We are seeing the first turn [in 
the trend] but we have a long way to go,” he said.  
“It is a health dividend we are ignoring if we do not 
act.” 

"The impacts of climate change are not 
limited to poorer nations, said Dr Toby Hillman, at 
the Royal College of Physicians, but also affect 
developed nations like the UK. He said air pollution 
kills about 40,000 in the UK each year and criticised 
low government funding levels for cycling and 
walking. Hillman also noted other impacts, such as 
sharp increases in mental health problems after 
extreme weather events like flooding. 

“The new report highlighted imminent 
threats as well, such as the loss of crops to 
increasingly hot and extreme weather. ‘We are going 
to see millions more undernourished children as a 
result of that,’ said Prof Hugh Montgomery, at 
University College London (UCL).” 

Montgomery said the potential benefits of 
climate change appeared to be small in comparison 
to the damages: “We are not ducking the potential 
benefits, we just find it hard to see what they are.” 

Cox said it was not clear that global warming 
will actually reduce winter cold spells, which cause 
early deaths in higher latitude countries, because 
changes happening in the Arctic can exacerbate cold 
snaps. . . .” 

“The indicators reveal some stark warnings 
for human health, as well as some glimmers of hope, 
[and] the key messages appear robust. The 
attribution of [climate change] temperature trends to 
human activities is now unequivocal, so the urgency 
of addressing the issues raised by this report is not in 
doubt.” 

You can find the article in the Guardian here. 
http://bit.ly/ClimateBadHealth 

The report with resources like interactive 
graphics and explainers can be found here: 
http://bit.ly/LancetCountdown 

The full report is available for download free 
http://bit.ly/LancetDirect In order to access it, sign 
up for a free account with The Lancet.
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Wreaths across America 
By Jim Johnson 
 

Each year a nationwide group of people, led 
by veterans' organizations and their families, sets 
aside a day at the beginning of the holiday season for 
National Wreaths Across America Day. On this day 
volunteers at Arlington Cemetery, and 1200 other 
locations in all 50 states, lay wreaths on the graves of 
fallen veterans. In Lincoln this year's remembrance 
ceremony will take on Saturday, December 16, 2017, 
11:00 a.m. at Wyuka Cemetery's Soldiers' Circle. The 
event is open to the public; come join us! 

We have the volunteers; now we need 
donations for wreaths. In order to ensure a 
consistent quality, the national group purchases the 
wreaths and distributes them to local chapters. If you 
earmark your donation toward the Wyuka group as 
indicated below, a $15 gift allows the Lincoln Chapter 
to purchase one wreath; the cost per wreath goes 
down as your donation goes up. 

If you would like to help the cause, you can 
send a check made out to "Wreaths Across America," 
with the following on the memo line to ensure that 
the check gets credit locally: "Group ID # NE0020, 
Location: NEWYKC (Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln, NE)" 
and send to Lincoln Chapter treasurer Gerry 
Finnegan at the following address: 

Wreaths Across America – Lincoln 
c/o Gerry Finnegan 
1201 O St.  Suite 301 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

Please enclose a note with the following information: 
Company/Organization (if applicable), Name, 
Address, City/State/Zip, Phone, Email. 

Or you can give online; go to 
http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org; click 
"Donate"; click "Sponsor a wreath at my local 
cemetery"; do a search for either "NEWYKC" or 
"NE0020" to find the Wyuka entry; click "View” and 
follow the online instructions. 
 See you on December 16. 

 

Watchful Citizen 

 
In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 
show on community access TV, check us out! The 
show airs on LCC-TV, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 6:00 
p.m. on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 
Current guest on our show is Sean Flowerday, 
candidate for Lancaster County Commissioner. 
And check our video archive on YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems  
 
 

 

  

COMMITTEES 

 

All Lancaster County Democratic Party committees 

meet at the County Party office, 830 L St., Lincoln. 

Central Committee membership is not required for 

participation. Volunteers are welcome. 

 

Candidate Services – 4th Wed. each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Jen Seaman, Chair, jen.seaman@doane.edu  

Fundraising – 1st Wed. each month, 7:30 p.m.  

 Bennie Shobe, Chair, bennie.shobe@gmail.com  

 Barbara Tracy, Co-Chair, btracy7@gmail.com  

History – last Tues. Feb., May, Aug., Nov., 7:00 p.m. 

 Jean Sanders, jsanders@neb.rr.com   

Issues – 2nd Tues. each month, 7:00 p.m.  

 Ken Snyder, Chair, neilsen01@windstream.net 

Membership – 2nd Mon., each month, 7:00 p .m. 

 Maryjo Shibata, Chair, mjes627@gmail.com  

Public Relations – 1st Tues. each month, 5:30 p.m. 

 Jim Johnson, Chair, jimjohnson@neb.rr.com  

Technology – 2nd Sat. each month, 11:00 a.m. 

 James Baldus, Chair, jhbaldus@gmail.com  

 

To contribute an article or letter to the editor 

contact Jean Sanders, Editor at 

jsanders@neb.rr.com or Jim Johnson, Public 

Relations Chair at LCDP@neb.rr.com.   

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems
mailto:jen.seaman@doane.edu
mailto:bennie.shobe@gmail.com
mailto:btracy7@gmail.com
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:neilsen01@windstream.net
mailto:mjes627@gmail.com
mailto:jimjohnson@neb.rr.com
mailto:jhbaldus@gmail.com
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:LCDP@neb.rr.com


Opinion 

 

 
ASKING LINCOLN’S CITY COUNCIL  
TO ACT 
By George E. Wolf 

 
January 20, 2017 Donald Trump inaugurated as  
   the 45th U.S. president. 
 
January 21  LGBTQ content removed from  
   White House and State  
   Department websites. 
 
February 22 President Trump rescinds 

protections for transgender 
students that allowed them to 
use bathrooms corresponding 
with their gender identity. 

 
April 14 Trump Justice Department drops 

Obama Justice Department 
lawsuit accusing North Carolina 
of discriminating against LGBT 
residents. 

 
July 26 Trump Justice Department files 

friend-of-the court brief with 2nd 
U.S. Court of Appeals arguing that 
the ban on sex discrimination in 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 does 
not protect workers on the basis 
of their sexual orientation. 

 
July 26   President Trump tweets a ban on  

transgender people serving in the 
military.  

 
September 7 Trump Justice Department files 

brief with Supreme Court on 
behalf of a Colorado baker who 
refused to bake a wedding cake 
for a same-sex couple, in 
violation of Colorado’s Anti-
Discrimination Act. 

 
September 26 Trump administration urges 2nd 

U.S. Court of Appeals to rule that 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 does not ban discrimination 
against LGBT employees. 

 

October 5 Attorney General Sessions 
informs Justice Department 
attorneys that in the workplace 
Title VII “does not prohibit 
discrimination based on gender 
identity per se.”  

 
October 6 Attorney General Sessions issues 

broad guidance to administrative 
agencies allowing individuals and 
businesses to act in the name of 
religious freedom, a policy used 
to discriminate against LGBT 
people. 

 
You get the picture. 
 

The Trump administration’s assault on the 
LGBT community, combined with all its other 
outrages—foreign and domestic—can easily produce 
a sense of despair. What, after all, can you and I do, so 
distant from our nation’s levers of power, and 
greeted, as we routinely are, with such profound 
deafness by Nebraska’s current senators and 
congressmen, to resist Trump’s reactionary agenda in 
some concrete, effective way? How, in the midst of 
Trump’s demoralizing whirlwind of destruction, can 
we act upon our belief in democracy and a 
progressive vision of hope? 

First of all, whatever our daily degree of 
despair, as Democrats we can and must go out and 
register new voters, then get them and our neighbors 
and friends to the polls to vote in the May 2018 
primary, and then to support our party’s senate, 
house, and state nominees with all the money, time, 
and effort we can muster to assure their victories in 
November. For it’s only Democratic victories, here 
and across the country, that can end the devastation 
Trump and his enabling Republican Congress are 
raining on our democracy. 

There is a second way, however, for Lincoln 
residents to register their resistance to Trump, and 
specifically to his administration’s attacks on the 
LGBT community. This, however, requires a bit of 
local history, so please bear with me. 

In 2012, the Lincoln City Council passed a 
“Fairness” ordinance, sponsored by Carl Eskridge, 
prohibiting discrimination in employment, housing, 
and public accommodations based on sexual 
orientation or gender identity. The religious right 
immediately organized a successful petition 
campaign, which, according to the dictates of the City 
Charter, required the Council either to rescind its 
ordinance or to put it to a citywide referendum.  
Because the 2012 Council and every subsequent 



Council has chosen to do neither, the “Fairness” 
ordinance has lingered for the past five years in a 
cryonic state, awaiting resuscitation by a disinclined 
City Council. In view of Trump’s onslaughts against 
the LGBT community, along with all his other 
barbarities, and the outpouring of citizen outrage his 
policies have produced, this looks to be exactly the 
right moment for Lincoln’s City Council to finally free 
the “Fairness” ordinance and place it on the 
November 2018 citywide ballot.  

To make that happen, we need to press City 
Council members to do exactly that. Indeed, we need 
to remind them that the “Anti-Hate” ordinance they 
adopted this September tells us that “Lincolnites 
value . . . people of any . . . sexual orientation, or 
gender identity,” and that “the City will not tolerate 
any prejudice . . . [or] bigotry . . . towards any groups 
within our community,” and that therefore “The 
Lincoln City Council will lead by example in 
promoting safety, security, and respect for human 
and constitutional rights . . . .”  In short, we need to 
urge them to demonstrate that leadership by making 
these admirable values tangible.   
 I encourage asking the Lincoln City Council 
to place its 2012 ordinance on a citywide referendum 
in November 2018.  
 

 
 

 

Nebraskans for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty Update 
Matt Maly - Operations Coordinator 
 

The movement towards repealing the death 
penalty is continuing to make great strides both in 
Nebraska and across the country. This month, a new 
Gallup poll showed that opposition to the death 
penalty is higher than it has been for over 40 years, 
with 41% of respondents in opposition and only 55% 
in support. Support for capital punishment is 
continuing on the steady downward track it’s been 
on since the mid-1990s, falling 5 additional 
percentage points since October of 2016. This new 
poll reminds us how willing casual supporters of 
capital punishment are to rethink the issue and 
change their minds. That’s why it’s so important for 
us to be vocal about our opposition to this ineffective 
and risky program in our communities. 

Read more statistics from the poll here; 
http://news.gallup.com/poll/221030/death-penlty-
support-lowest-1972.aspx 

This month also saw a new study released by 
our friends at Conservatives Concerned about the 
Death Penalty which showed that the number of 
Republican lawmakers sponsoring death penalty 
repeal legislation in 2016 was 10 times what it was in 
2000! There have been many great strides taken by 
conservative Republicans against the death penalty 
and Lincoln’s own former Senator Colby Coash spoke 
at the Washington DC press conference to release the 
new study. View the full study here; 
https://conservativesconcerned.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/The-Right-Way-
Online.pdf 

Finally, I’d like to let you know about an 
exciting event coming up soon. On Thursday, 
November 16th at 7:00 PM, committed abolitionist 
and bestselling author Shane Claiborne will be 
speaking at First Plymouth Church in Lincoln. This is 
sure to be an informative and inspiring evening and 
we encourage everyone to attend. The event is open 
to the public. Free will donations will be welcomed. 
 
Towards Justice, 
Matt Maly 
On behalf of all of NADP 
  

“Activism is the rent I pay for 
living on the planet.”    

— Alice Walker 

“The ultimate sense of security 
will be when we come to 
recognize that we are all part of 
one human race. Our primary 
allegiance is to the human race 
and not to one particular color or 
border.”   — Mohamed ElBarade 

http://news.gallup.com/poll/221030/death-penlty-support-lowest-1972.aspx
http://news.gallup.com/poll/221030/death-penlty-support-lowest-1972.aspx
https://conservativesconcerned.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/The-Right-Way-Online.pdf
https://conservativesconcerned.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/The-Right-Way-Online.pdf
https://conservativesconcerned.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/The-Right-Way-Online.pdf


NOT IN MY BACKYARD 
by Sally Herrin 
Reprinted with permission from Nebraskans For Peace. 

 
Not in my backyard. This expression signifies 

opposition by stakeholders to local habitation for 
something valuable, even necessary, but deemed 
unpleasant, threatening, even dangerous. Many 
residential neighborhoods, for example, resist certain 
new neighbors as undesirable: group homes for 
people living with mental disabilities, halfway houses 
for addicts, teens and ex-convicts fresh from prison 
and, back in the day, hospices for gay men suffering 
from AIDS. Build it, yes, these citizens say, just not in 
my backyard. This reaction is so widespread and so 
reliable among human beings, it even has an 
acronym: NIMBY. 

At one extreme, NIMBY creates stratified 
societies like the caste system in India and deeply 
segregated cities in much of the U.S. Yes, the blacks 
and the Mexicans and the poor have to live 
somewhere, but… I greatly suspect this reflex is very 
old. At its root is ‘stranger’ fear and, superstitious or 
not, the fear of contagion. Easier to empathize with 
folks who resist not just personal economic loss (If 
you build that recycling center here, my property 
value will decline), but serious threats to health and 
quality of life from new neighbors like large hog 
confinements and chicken processing plants. 

According to the July 8, 2017, New York 
Times, “The pushback against renewable energy has 
been years in the making.” 

In 2012-13, the largest investor-owned U.S. 
electric companies—through their mouthpiece, “The 
Edison Institute”—declared that the power industry 
was in danger of “being sucked into… a ‘utility death 
spiral.’” As consumers increasingly opt off the grid, 
the utilities foresee, the costs of running conventional 
coal, oil, gas or nuclear power plants will be shared 
among an ever-smaller customer base. “That could 
cause rates to spike, chasing even more customers 
away... [As more people] fully exit… from the grid,” 
the group said, the industry faces “irreparable 
damages to revenues and growth. n 2012-13, the 
largest investor-owned U.S. electric companies—
through their mouthpiece, “The Edison Institute”—
declared that the power industry was in danger of 
“being sucked into… a ‘utility death spiral.’” As 
consumers increasingly opt off the grid, the utilities 
foresee, the costs of running conventional coal, oil, 
gas or nuclear power plants will be shared among an 
ever-smaller customer base. “That could cause rates 
to spike, chasing even more customers away... [As 
more people] fully exit… from the grid,” the group 

said, the industry faces “irreparable damages to 
revenues and growth.” 

Utility lobbyists argue that credits for rooftop 
solar panels lead to higher rates for other customers. 
Solar production allows some homeowners to “avoid 
paying for use of the grid, even though they use it 
almost constantly to buy or sell electricity,” was one 
talking point prepared by lobbyists and circulated 
among Republican state legislators in Indiana. (Note: 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory released a 
study in 2017 concluding effects of rooftop solar 
credits on electricity rates for non-solar customers 
would be “negligible for the vast majority of states 
and utilities” for any foreseeable future.} 

Not all concerns about solar energy 
installations are so self-serving. In Lincoln, Nebraska, 
some Capitol Beach residents are concerned about 
proposed solar arrays—built by a group of 
homeowners—and the effect on the lake’s relict 
saline wetlands, which are certainly both precious 
and rare. According to the Lincoln Journal Star, May 
29, 2017, the proposed 300-panel installation at 
Capitol Beach, set on an unbuildable lot near I-80 
owned by the neighborhood association, would 
generate 100KW. Though about 70 LES customers 
own small solar systems, Capitol Beach would be the 
first ‘community solar’ project in Lincoln. On July 7, 
the LJS reported that the Lower Platte South NRD, the 
Army Corps of Engineers, and other regulators had 
reviewed the plan and concluded the installation 
would not create environmental problems related to 
flooding or habitat for endangered Salt Creek tiger 
beetles. Still, staff from Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission recommends the panels be moved to the 
north to avoid the Category 1 wetlands. 

While Nebraska is about 5th among the 50 
states in wind energy potential, we rank just 18th in 
development. A half century of failed export-oriented 
farm policy has driven two thirds of U.S. agricultural 
producers out of business, and current trade rules 
are killing what’s left of crop and livestock operators 
with cheap imported competition. In the first years of 
this century, a Nebraska wind task force identified 
barriers to wind energy development, with a view to 
bolstering the Nebraska economy which is heavily 
based on agriculture. Progressive ag groups like 
American Corn Growers Foundation and Nebraska 
Farmers Union have worked to promote wind 
development in rural communities to improve the 
rural economy, and I was privileged to be part of 
these efforts. So I personally find it very tough to 
stomach NIMBY arguments against wind energy 
production. 
 



In 2015, the Lancaster County Board passed 
restrictions to “prohibit wind turbines from 
generating more than 40 decibels of noise during the 
day—about what’s generated by a household 
refrigerator—as measured at nearby residences… 
Currently, 50 decibels is recognized as a standard 
noise limit by several Nebraska counties,” according 
to the Omaha World-Herald. Wind energy advocates 
say opponents use ‘fear mongering’ about possible 
health effects of ‘swishing’ noise and blinking lights, 
even of ‘flicker’ from blades at dawn and dusk. 

State Senator Ken Haar offered evidence to 
the board, maps showing that a 40-decibel standard 
rules out commercial wind farms in Lancaster 
County. Setbacks required from residences would 
cost hundreds of thousands if not millions of dollars 
in potential tax revenue lost and land lease payments 
as well. It is in the interest of everyone to move to 
clean, renewable energy, according to climate activist 
John Atkeison. “It’s disappointing because these 
restrictions are simply not necessary to protect 
safety and health,” said Jeffrey Wagner, who sought 
to build a wind farm near Hallam, Nebraska. 

“There are plenty of areas across Nebraska 
where these industrial wind farms can be located 
without being an intrusion,” said Lincoln attorney 
Mark Hunzeker, representing the aggrieved 
neighbors. And there it is. Not in my [client’s] 
backyard. 

I get it. People don’t want their pretty 
landscapes ‘spoiled’—people who work hard and pay 
good money for a nice acreage they can call home. 
People enjoy the delights of living “in the country,” as 
exurban development is often described, and are 
willing to pay extra and tolerate long commutes to do 
so. That such a lifestyle has a greater carbon footprint 
than many others is an ‘externality,’ a cost not 
covered by the immediate beneficiaries, but which 
does indeed get paid for by the rest of us. 

Without doubt the greatest pushback against 
renewable energy has been the decades-long 
campaign by the petroleum industry against ethanol. 
Sadly, many on the left have bought Big Oil’s lies and 
anti-corn propaganda, though the ethanol industry 
has rescued the U.S. rural economy until very 
recently and is just about all that stands between this 
country and a farm crisis like no one living has yet 
seen. I am reminded of the scene in “Doctor Zhivago” 
where the doctor’s moral gap is exposed—he is 
willing to sacrifice the woman he loves for his 
principles. “Are you so fastidious?” the government 
official asks. 

We have no more time. Climate change is 
here, in case you haven’t been outside lately. Lincoln 
just released a promising first draft environmental 

action plan, and of energy brought to market, LES will 
reach 50 percent renewables this year, and OPPD is 
on track to hit 40 percent in 2019. Nebraska is first 
nationally in Wind for Schools. But Nebraska is the 
only state in the nation which increased the use of 
coal over the past decade, and the rural electric 
associations and NPPD are much to blame. Are 
Nebraskans so fastidious that we cannot embrace 
solar, wind and biofuels because there are trade-offs? 
I for one would rather drive a car fueled by ethanol 
than an electric car that runs on burning coal. 

 

 
 

 

  

Once the renewable infrastructure 

is built, the fuel is free forever. 

Unlike carbon-based fuels, the wind 

and the sun and the earth itself 

provide fuel that is free, in amounts 

that are effectively limitless. 

– Al Gore 

Renewable energy also creates 

more jobs than other sources of 

energy – most of these will be 

created in the struggling 

manufacturing sector, which will 

pioneer the new energy future by 

investment that allows 

manufacturers to retool and adopt 

new technologies and methods. 

      – Jay Inslee 

To truly transform our economy, 

protect our security, and save our 

planet from the ravages of climate 

change, we need to ultimately 

make clean, renewable energy the 

profitable kind of energy. 

       – Barack Obama 



Scenes from a Regenerative Revolution 
By Rajiv Sicora 
Reprinted with permission from The LEAP* 
 

Jim Knopik has been farming longer than 
anyone in the room. When it’s his turn to address our 
impromptu gathering, he glances around the dinner 
table, briefly making eye contact with a few of the 
twenty so or folks here—many of whom he’s inspired 
or mentored over the years—then he launches right 
into it. 

“I live west of Fullerton, Nebraska. I have 
since I was a year old. When I was a year old there 
were 49 residences within two miles of that place. 
Now there’s four. So I guess I see what the 
importance of community is because it’s been lost.” 

Jim apologizes and leans forward in his chair, 
resting on his elbows, overcome. It’s a long moment. 
Everyone firmly but silently communicates their 
support. And for our three-member Leap delegation, 
it really hits home that this is not going to be an 
ordinary listening session. 

On a research trip to the Omaha area, we’re 
meeting with a group of Nebraskans who champion a 
small-scale, sustainable approach to farming known 
as “regenerative agriculture,” to hear about their 
hopes and challenges going up against the corporate 
status quo. Nobody here who knows Jim has heard 
him talk like this before. 

“Anyway,” he abruptly continues, “there’s a 
lot of good things that come from community, and 
that for the last 20 years I’ve been trying to bring 
back to ours.” 
 

Go Big or Leave Home: Rural Farm Communities 
Are Dropping Off the Map 

North Star, the village closest to where Jim 
grew up, simply no longer exists. “This is what’s 
happened all across rural parts of Nebraska,” says Al 
Davis, a rancher and former senator in the state’s 
unicameral legislature. He fears that in many of these 
places, people are wondering if “it’s time to just say, 
‘we’re going to have to figure out what towns to save 
and which ones are going to go away.’ And that is 
very hard for me to have to deal with.” 

How did we get here? “My grandfather said 
the day the horses left and the tractor came was the 
day we replaced community with competition,” says 
Del Ficke, a leader in the local regenerative 
movement who’s hosting this discussion in his dining 
room. With the rise of Big Ag, you no longer had 
“neighbors working collectively to get the job done.” 
Instead, farmers got close to their corporate “captors” 
and increasingly decided to go it alone, to buy that 
bigger tractor, “never to talk to the neighbors again.” 

It’s a form of agriculture that was never capable of 
providing a good life, or sustaining good places to live 
in, we hear over the course of the meeting—and it’s 
brought us the near-extinction of small farms, along 
with the small-town economies that once surrounded 
and supported them. 

This ravaging of rural communities is caused 
by some of the same forces that are driving climate 
change and economic inequality: huge monopolies 
that dominate our political system, hell-bent on 
extracting maximum profits while poisoning the 
earth, the people and their communities. 

“This dysfunction in agriculture, I believe, is 
not only a mining of the land and the water and the 
resources,” says Kerry Hoffschneider, a journalist 
who works with Del. “They have finally come to mine 
the heart and the soul, and the heart and the soul of 
the farm family.” 

 
A Conventional Crisis: The Absurd Violence of 
Industrial Agriculture 

As with so many other sectors, U.S. 
agriculture has seen a relentless march towards 
“vertical integration,” with large corporations 
gobbling up more and more of the production and 
distribution process for their products. Farmers are 
left to contend with concentrated power at every 
turn. Perhaps best-known are the agribusiness giants 
like Monsanto that sell them seeds, fertilizers and 
pesticides, and technology; but just as insidious are 
the handful of big processors, meatpackers, and 
retailers that buy their food (while ruthlessly holding 
down prices), pack it in bulk, and ship it everywhere. 

We hear more about how this squeeze works 
from Ben Gotschall, a no-nonsense veteran of the 
local resistance to Keystone XL. Davey Road Ranch, 
his regenerative operation in Raymond, is “fairly 
small,” home to some 30 cows and a modest tank that 
can hold about 150 gallons of milk. “We’ve never had 
a milk truck out here,” Ben says. “I grew up on a dairy 
farm where we did that back in the ’90s, and pretty 
much had to decide whether we were going to go 
corporate or get out of it.” 

They soon found themselves selling milk to a 
“bunch of crooked bastards,” he explains. Dairy 
farmers have long been under intense pressure to 
over-produce, and they “basically have no control 
over either the cost of production or the price for 
their products”—forcing “anyone who wants to play 
that game to become a huge, large-scale, super-high 
cost producer, which has all kinds of ramifications for 
land use, animal welfare, employee treatment. Just 
the way you operate.” 

Indeed, “degenerative” agriculture is already 
notorious for its exploitation of migrant workers, as 



well as the farmers who raise animals owned by 
Tyson or Cargill under abusive contracts; for 
confining and brutalizing those chickens, hogs, and 
cattle, and churning out industrial food worthy of the 
name—homogenous, unfulfilling, even life-
threatening; and for pummeling the land and water 
with fertilizers, pesticides, and waste. 

Those chemical inputs are not only 
greenhouse-gas intensive to make. Their widespread, 
intensive use is also bringing us closer to the climate 
cliff, by degrading the soil and slashing its capacity to 
store carbon. They come with crippling price tags, 
too—and then the farmers are battered even further 
by the droughts that this food system is helping to 
fuel. 
 
The Climate Movement Needs to Get Serious 
About Food  

The Leap Manifesto—in one of its 15 demands 
sketching out an integrated response to the crises of 
our time—calls for “moving to a far more localized 
and ecologically-based agricultural system.” But in 
truth, the North American climate movement has not 
focused nearly enough on agriculture, even though 
we’ve long understood food justice as a key site of 
struggle around the world. 

In this part of Nebraska, we see firsthand just 
how urgent and valuable that task is. Our new friends 
are doing something extraordinary: at the same time 
as they battle Big Ag, they’re seeding the alternatives 
that can rise up to replace it. 

Nancy O’Conner and Randy Ruppert are 
leaders in a growing campaign against Costco, which 
wants to build a plant on the nearby Platte River that 
would process a staggering 1.7 million chickens per 
week—owned by Costco, but raised on contract in 
factory farm conditions—while further menacing the 
area’s already polluted water. For the first time, this 
project would gift a retail conglomerate with total 
control over one its supply chains, stretching all the 
way from egg production to the infamously cheap 
rotisserie chickens sold in Costco’s stores. 

“When I think about agriculture,” says Nancy, 
“I think about growing things—that’s not what’s 
happening now. We have chickens, they each have a 
personality. They don’t come by the 43,0.” 

Nancy and Randy’s conservation farm in 
Nickerson is the first stop on our trip. Across 65 
acres, they’ve spent the last nine years painstakingly 
restoring the grasslands native to this prairie. 
Brimming with biodiversity and colors that have 
disappeared from much of the state’s grazing lands, it 
is a stunning introduction to Nebraska’s regenerative 
community. The next day, we get to go deeper. 

It All Comes Down to Dirt 
On a tour of his regenerative farm outside 

Lincoln, where he raises cattle and grows corn and 
soybeans, Del Ficke is urging us to dig up a handful of 
dirt and take a good, long hit. 

This particular patch of land has benefited 
from sustainable practices for only a season or two, 
and Del wants us to see the worms already starting to 
appear, to feel the way the soil is softening up and 
getting nice and crumbly. And most importantly, to 
savor that smell. “Man, if you can’t feel the rush… I 
can see it in your eyes,” he reflects later. “I look at 
people’s eyes and I can say if they’re bullshitting me 
or if they’re legit.” 

My colleague Anthony is not about to fail this 
test, and Del heartily pronounces that he gets it. But 
he worries that outside of the regenerative 
movement, too many “farmers don’t touch the soil 
anymore. Ranchers don’t touch the soil. They don’t 
even think about that soil. That’s our connection.” 

It’s also the foundation of a new food system 
that can help solve the climate crisis, rather than 
drive it. 

Regenerative farmers like Del use a number 
of techniques to develop nutrient-rich soil, which 
yields far more (and far better) food without relying 
on chemical inputs. A fundamental one is “cover 
cropping,” or adding diverse plant growth to a 
normal crop rotation; by doing this in a season when 
the ground is typically bare, farmers put more living 
roots in the ground, and buy themselves extra time 
and space to graze cattle. And when they move those 
animals around your pasture strategically, known as 
“rotational grazing,” soil-nourishing grasses can 
replenish themselves more quickly. (Even more 
sophisticated is “silvopasture,” the cutting-edge use 
of forestry to provide shelter and additional nutrition 
for the cattle.) 

Do all of this, explains Nate Belcher, a cover 
cropping expert who partners with Del, and you’re 
providing the conditions and raw material for 
“biology to rock and roll.” It’s all about “getting the 
soil in balance”: plants essentially pump carbon into 
that dirt, which helps to stimulate microbial activity, 
which in turn leads to healthier plant growth. 

So the result is a kind of virtuous cycle linking 
emissions reduction, productivity, and the nutritional 
quality of your harvest. On top of all that, the land 
gets more effective at filtering water and holding it in 
the ground, better preparing farmers to face 
droughts. 

When farmers ask Del why Monsanto isn’t 
advertising these options, Del’s response is typically 
unsparing: “When you go to a liquor store and buy 



alcohol, do they usually promote AA when you bring 
it to counter, or do they just sell it to you?” 

But as a consultant and speaker who travels 
around the country to talk to farmers interested in 
making the transition, Del is actually a generous and 
devoted pusher of the dirt cure. He spent years 
toiling at the head of his family’s sprawling 
conventional operation, miserable and dogged by 
health issues; once he went regenerative, Del was 
able to cut his fertilizer and pesticide use by about 
90%, and tripled his per acre income, freeing him up 
to re-envision the farm on a manageable, human 
scale. The 7,000 acres he was leasing became 700. 
“When you’re doing stuff like this,” Nate Belcher says, 
“you can be more productive in a smaller area and 
manage that land better. It’s a win for everybody—
for producers, for consumers, for everyone who lives 
on this planet. Who it’s bad for is big companies.” 
 
Don’t Build Keystone—Build a Food Pipeline, 
Connecting Urban and Rural Communities 

As Nebraska was gearing up for another 
skirmish with Big Oil at last month’s [August’s] 
Keystone XL hearings, Graham Christensen was as 
conscious as ever that in the fight to stop 
degenerative agriculture, the stakes are equally 
harrowing. “The scientific community is saying that 
we have about 3-5 years to sort this out, just from a 
climate perspective,” says Graham, a grassroots 
organizer and environmental consultant who hosted 
us and created the itinerary for our trip. 

He takes heart that experts are “starting to 
piece together data showing that regenerative 
agriculture is the solution,” pointing to research out 
of Iowa State University in particular. But Graham 
and his friends are well-aware that convincing 
studies and inspiring success stories like Del’s aren’t 
enough—not with Big Ag’s stranglehold on the 
market, and the death of the local infrastructure 
(independent grocery stores, small butcher shops, 
community institutions) that once allowed small 
farmers to thrive. We need to revolutionize food 
production and distribution from the ground up. 

It’s not just about re-creating what once was. 
With the potential to generate more (and more 
rewarding) jobs on labor-intensive regenerative 
farms, this is a future that can offer dignified 
livelihoods to all agricultural workers—and it can 
bring high-quality food to neighboring cities, getting 
it into the hands of the poor and communities of color 
who need it most. In fact, building these broader 
coalitions is the surest way to overcome the Big Ag 
behemoth, by forging a movement with even greater 
force. 

 

That’s why this group of Nebraskans is coming 
together to advance a truly holistic solution: a food 
pipeline to bridge the urban/rural divide, 
constructed on principles of justice, solidarity, and 
respect for ecological limits—funneling connection, 
health, and community to everyone on its path. 

Davey Road Ranch, for example, is a supplier 
for Lone Tree Foods, a farmer-owned cooperative 
that connects “local farms with local buyers” in 
Nebraska and Iowa. Any producer that meets the co-
op’s environmental and labor standards can join, 
allowing them to combine forces with more than 40 
regenerative member farms to lower costs and meet 
bigger orders. This is exactly the kind of model Nate 
Belcher has in mind when he talks about fighting 
vertical integration with horizontal integration: 
rather than hoarding and wielding power, the hori-
zontal model is about “bringing people together—
because when one of us benefits, we all benefit.” 

When I ask Davey Road’s Ben Gotschall what 
kind of structural changes could take this to the next 
level, he responds that public school systems and 
universities sourcing their food from regenerative, 
worker-owned co-ops like Lone Tree—while 
educating young people about the underlying science 
and techniques—would be a game-changer. (Lone 
Tree already supplies food to Nebraska’s treasured 
college football team, the Cornhuskers.) And at the 
listening session in Del’s dining room, the discussion 
ends with several calls to partner with diverse, 
marginalized allies in the fight for food justice. Two of 
the participants already do permaculture and 
community gardening work with Omaha’s Black and 
Latin neighborhoods, and Del is collaborating with 
the Pawnee Nation in Oklahoma to grow sacred corn 
and revive bison herds on their land. 

For us, these exchanges bring out the full 
meaning of “regenerate”: not just to grow something 
back, but to remake it for the needs of a new moment. 
It helps us understand how quickly Jim Knopik’s 
story can shift to a hopeful one. We learn that he 
played an important role in resurrecting Nebraska’s 
cooperative farming model (later taken up by Lone 
Tree), building close relationships with customers 
who bought directly from the farm, and that his 
family has continued to expand those networks. Now, 
all of his four adult kids live “within 25 miles,” and 
two of his grandchildren are preparing to farm some 
of the best land in the state.  
“What I’ve been trying to do is put North Star back on 
the map again,” Jim says, with its “little post office” 
and grocery store, and similar villages “scattered 
about every six or seven miles around. That’s kind of 
my dream, and I think it’s a dream that can return.”  

*Leap is not an acronym. It symbolizes humans taking 
progressive societal leaps towards good.  

http://www.omaha.com/news/nebraska/keystone-xl-pipeline-hearing-ends-with-foes-and-backers-still/article_bdda9418-7df4-11e7-9759-f71bd0d7c955.html
http://www.omaha.com/news/nebraska/keystone-xl-pipeline-hearing-ends-with-foes-and-backers-still/article_bdda9418-7df4-11e7-9759-f71bd0d7c955.html
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2877&context=farms_reports
http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2877&context=farms_reports
http://www.lonetreefoods.com/


“As men struggling to maintain an equitable standard of 
wages and to dignify labor, we owe it to consistency if 
not to humanity to guard and protect the rights of female 
labor as well as our own. How can we hope to reach the 
social elevation for which we all aim without making 
women the companion of our advancement?” William 
Sylvis, President, National Labor Union (1866-1872) on 
the importance of including the interests of women 
workers in the labor movement.  

 

Sexism, Sexual Harassment, and 
Organized Labor 
By John Kretzschmar  

The American labor movement is arguably 
the nation’s oldest, largest, and most successful 
institution advocating for economic and social justice.  
Nevertheless, unions and union leaders tend to 
reflect the dominant views in society.  Union 
leadership pushed for the Chinese Exclusion Act of 
1885. There were color bars in union constitutions 
and bylaws until the 1950s. Unions also initiated the 
1963 “March for Jobs and Freedom,” an event in 
Washington, D.C. where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
famously gave his “I Have a Dream” speech.   

Unions and their leadership haven’t always 
been “standard bearers” of progressive change, but 
overall, organized labor has helped move society 
toward extending the rights once reserved for white, 
property-owning males to those, who at our nation’s 
founding, were denied them.   

Many wage earners join a union to be able to 
better care for their families. What they fail to realize 
is, in doing so, they are becoming part of an 
organization that is larger than themselves or their 
local union. As a result, members have an obligation 
to look after the betterment of all who sell their 
intelligence, experience, and strength to earn a living 
regardless of race, gender, gender identity, 
nationality, religion, color, sexual orientation or dues 
paying status.     

The recent convention of the AFL-CIO in St. 
Louis was an example of the nation’s largest labor 
organization working to live the adages that I teach in 
my classes: “an injury to one is an injury to all” and 
“we all do better when we all do better, ” both of 
which are variants on the Golden Rule.    

Rather than pay lip service to those sayings, 
the AFL-CIO leadership is on board with helping all 
local union leadership and membership really live 
those words on a daily basis.   

Our worldviews are at the core of how we 
interact in society.  Modern cognitive science reveals 
that how we interpret our worldview instantaneous-
ly and below the level of our consciousness filters all 
information we perceive.  Our filters take in informa-
tion that is consistent with our filters, and reject, 

downplay, or actively argue against information that 
is inconsistent.  

Before any personal change can occur, 
intentional and careful self-examination is in order.  
One way to begin that self-examination is to ask 
yourself two questions. What do I believe, and why 
do I believe it? What do others believe, and why do 
they believe it? Answering those questions increases 
both self-awareness and an appreciation of the 
differences we see in society.   

Harvey Weinstein is an American film 
producer and former studio executive at Miramax.  
From all we are learning it was for decades an “open 
secret” that he was a serial sexual predator. Sadly, he 
was able to regularly demean women without 
publicly being denounced, because of his power and 
because the dominant forces in society value women 
less than men. However, the behavior of Weinstein 
and Bill O’Reilly is symbolic of a much larger problem 
as we saw with the many #MeToo tweets.   

The abusive behavior of the rich and famous 
is drawing attention to something much more 
pervasive in our society.   

Albert Einstein noted, “The world will not be 
destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who 
watch them without doing anything.” Men need to 
put in the front of our minds that our mothers, 
sisters, wives, aunts, girlfriends, and grandmothers 
have faced and continue to face this kind of 
harassment on a regular basis. To be true to union 
values, that MUST STOP! When men demean women, 
the job of other men is to speak out. Men need to 
“walk the talk” and live by those union adages. Men 
need to “say something when we see something.”   

Unions at an international or local level are 
not immune from this type of behavior. Recently, a 
high-ranking leader and some subordinates of the 
nation’s second largest union, were suspended for 
engaging in behavior that ignored those two adages 
in their behavior.    

Today’s society demands that all union 
members re-examine their behavior both inside and 
outside the workplace. We need to ask hard 
questions of ourselves, and others, if we ever want to 
achieve the vision of the labor movement expressed 
by Linda Chavez Thompson, former Executive V.P. of 
the AFL-CIO.   

“The wonderful dream of the AFL-CIO will 
come true only when every member of our move-
ment—black or brown or white, female or male, 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or straight, immi-
grant or native-born, with disabilities or without—is 
heard, every member has a chance, every member has 
a voice, every member can rise to the leadership, every 
member is treated equally.”  



County Party Chili Cook Off 
Pictures from the County Party Chili Feed, held at the 
IBEW Hall on October 15, 2017. Great fun was had by 
all. (Great chili, too!) 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancaster County Democratic Party 

P.O. Box 83213 

Lincoln NE 68501-3213 

402-476-2268 
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