
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Notes From the Chair 

Jane Egan 

 

 
I am writing this 

on Labor Day, 2017. As I 
look over the current 
political landscape, I can't 
help but feel remorse 
over the negative impact 
the conservative 
movement has had on the 

advancement of progressive ideas on our American 
society. The labor union movement that gave us the 
eight hour work day, pensions, health care, living 
wages, child labor laws, weekends, job safety 
rules and much more has been under siege by 
corporations and our elected representatives for 
decades. Workers forced into striking for their rights 
in the past, lost their jobs, were beaten, arrested and 
even lost their lives. They endured hostile employers 
for decades before those employers finally came to 
the bargaining table. And when they did, America 
prospered by creating the largest and most 
prosperous middle class in the world. 
 In the late 1940s to the mid -1950s, labor 
union membership was strong with 35% of the 
American workforce represented by unions. 
Corporations saw how powerful unions had become 
and decided to use the power of their money to 
diminish unions by supporting members of Congress 
who would pass laws that made it harder for unions 
to organize and raise money through membership 
dues.  

Republicans recognized that unions were 
supporting Democrats for office and Democrats were 
supportive of unions and wanted to stifle their ability 
to pass legislation favorable to strengthening unions. 
Republicans were successful in passing right to work 
laws in states which did just that. Section 164 of the 
Taft-Hartley Act established the foundation for right-
to-work laws by allowing states to prohibit union 

security agreements, or compulsory union 
membership. The law creates a "right-to-work" 
by prohibiting union activity from being a required 
condition of employment. This essentially took 
away the ability of labor unions to remain a powerful 
political force.  

The Republicans didn't stop there. They were 
successful in passing more laws that prohibit strikes 
in certain worker classifications such as 
governmental employees and others deemed 
"critical" to certain industries. They continue to this 
day to pass laws that diminish labor unions. Yet, our 
brave hard working labor union members continue 
to exist. We honor and thank them for all of the good 
they have done for the American worker and support 
their efforts to keep fighting for worker rights. 
 

The tragedy that occurred in Charlottesville, 
Virginia reminds us that racism is not dead. It just 
went underground until the current President and 
others in the Republican Party gave voice and 
legitimacy to hate groups. 

Let it be known the Lancaster County 
Democratic Party condemns any individual or group 
that spreads hatred and perpetrates violence 
to divide our country against one another. We stand 
with those who confront and work to defeat right 
wing nationalists, white supremacists, the KKK, Nazi 
groups, right wing militias and any other group that 
organizes against our democratic principles and our 
American values of tolerance and respect for all 
humanity. 
 In the aftermath of the violent clash 
between hate groups and anti-racist citizens in 
Charlottesville, VA last weekend, we each have a duty 
and responsibility to denounce racist organizations 
in our everyday conversations with each other and to 
demand that our leaders eliminate racism and 
intolerance in our institutions. 
 Racism is a scourge on our collective history 
and continues to be on the individual lives of our 
brothers and sisters across America and the world. 
The longer we continue to tolerate the symbols of 
hate and the organizations that spread hate, the more 
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we will continue to weaken the moral underpinnings 
of our institutions and the democratic society that we 
profess to hold so dear. 

Our country has the opportunity right now to 
heal the wounds of slavery once and for all. Talk to 
your neighbors, your children, and your co-workers 
about how to stop hate speech and confront those 
viewpoints that encourage it. Talk frankly about what 
we must do to end racism and the violence it brings 
into our lives.  It won’t be easy. We will have to 
acknowledge our own personal complacency and 
silence first. Our democracy depends on each one of 
us to uphold the individual rights and freedoms 
afforded to all of us through our inalienable rights as 
created in the American Constitution. 

Racism is also at the core of the President's 
recent order to rescind the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). DACA is an 
immigration policy founded by the Obama 
administration in June 2012 that allows 
certain undocumented immigrants who entered the 
country as minors to receive a renewable two year 
period of deferred action from deportation and 
eligibility for a work permit. They must not have a 
criminal record, must be enrolled in school or 
working. They must pay a fee and they, of course, pay 
taxes. In return, they need to give their name and 
address and other personal information to the 
Federal government to be placed on a list. The Trump 
administration has given the Congress six months to 
make DACA a permanent law or nearly 800,000 
DACA recipients will be subject to deportation.   

You can help now by calling your 
representatives in Congress and tell them to co-
sponsor and vote for senate bill S. 1615 and house 
bill H.R. 3591 to permanently protect these young 
Americans who are living here lawfully and 
constitutionally. 

 
Your Lancaster County Democratic Party is 

doing everything we can to support outside groups 
with whom we share common values. We attend 
candidates’ kickoff and fundraising events. We attend 
rallies and organizational meetings. We show up. We 
always need more people to help carry the load. Not 
everyone is in a position to drop everything and 
attend a rally or meeting, but the more people get 
involved, the more we will get done. There truly is 
strength in numbers. 

Will you show up this month? 
Democracy is not a spectator sport. It takes 

all of us to get involved. Get Out. Get Active. Tag! 
You're it! 
 

P.S. We are hosting a Chili Cook Off Fundraising event 
on Sunday, October 15th at the new International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW Local 265) 
Union Hall at 1409 Old Farm Road, Lincoln, NE. 
Elected officials and candidates will offer their best 
chili recipe. Bring the kids! Go 
to lancastercountydemocrats.org for more 
information or call our office at 402-476-2268, M-F, 
10 am - 2 pm.  Let us know if you can volunteer to 
help us with this event. 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

All Lancaster County Democratic Party committees 

meet at the County Party office, 830 L St., Lincoln. 

Central Committee membership is not required for 

participation. Volunteers are welcome. 

 

Candidate Services – 4th Wed. each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Jen Seaman, Chair, jen.seaman@doane.edu  

Fundraising – 1st Wed. each month, 7:30 p.m.  

 Bennie Shobe, Chair, bennie.shobe@gmail.com  

 Barbara Tracy, Co-Chair, btracy7@gmail.com  

History – last Tues. Feb., May, Aug., Nov., 7:00 p.m. 

 Jean Sanders, jsanders@neb.rr.com   

Issues – 2nd Tues. each month, 7:00 p.m.  

 Ken Snyder, Chair, neilsen01@windstream.net 

Membership – 2nd Mon., each month, 7:00 p .m. 

 Maryjo Shibata, Chair, mjes627@gmail.com  

Public Relations – 1st Tues. each month, 5:30 p.m. 

 Jim Johnson, Chair, jimjohnson@neb.rr.com  

Technology – 2nd Sat. each month, 11:00 a.m. 

 James Baldus, Chair, jhbaldus@gmail.com  

 

https://mail.twc.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Flancastercountydemocrats.org&hmac=051cc0e29b71760d7cd60be3fdcea007
mailto:jen.seaman@doane.edu
mailto:bennie.shobe@gmail.com
mailto:btracy7@gmail.com
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:neilsen01@windstream.net
mailto:mjes627@gmail.com
mailto:jimjohnson@neb.rr.com
mailto:jhbaldus@gmail.com


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          Wow! What a wonderful, amazing, and energetic 
turnout at our press conference last week! I am so 
pleased and grateful to be your candidate for United 
States Senate, and I want to sincerely thank all of you 
who attended our campaign kickoff and who signed 
up to volunteer. It was a truly overwhelming and 
humbling experience to feel such a surge of support 
and inspire such hope!  
           We have much work to do, and I believe we can 
succeed only if we work together to make healthcare 
affordable for all Nebraskans and all Americans. We 
must protect our treasured public schools here in 
Nebraska, as well as throughout the nation. We must 
offer assistance to those struggling with crushing 
student-loan debt, and Nebraska’s farmers need 
leaders who will work with our trade partners. We 
must revitalize the economies of our rural 
communities so agriculture can thrive throughout the 
state. Our aging Americans deserve the peace of mind 
of knowing we’re going to protect their retirement 
benefits; they’ve paid into Social Security their entire 
lives and deserve to know it will be there when they 
need it. 
          We are proud of our party’s big-tent inclusivity 
and know that at this critical juncture in our nation’s 
history, the stakes have never been higher. Sitting on 
the sidelines is simply not an option. I look forward 
to reaching out to many of you for your support, 
ideas, and engagement in the next few months. It is 
time we send an independent voice to represent us, 
and I’ll work with anyone and everyone who is ready 
to strengthen our middle class. With your help, we 
will win this all-important election! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Nebraska GOP Enables Trump’s War 
On Nebraska Farmers 
 

Just about every 
prominent elected 
Nebraska Republican 
official supported Trump 
in 2016 and were exultant 
when he won his 
controversial (and tainted 
victory) in the Electoral 
College. Representative 
Jeff Fortenberry said the 

election results made him “optimistic” and that 
Trump’s inaugural address “was a striking and direct 
call for a new healthy nationalism.” Deb Fischer was 
gushing in her praise for Trump: “There’s been a shift 
in feeling in the state. People are hopeful again. 
Companies are making plans to expand and hire.” Don 
Bacon was also on the Trump Train expressing his 
hope that Trump would be good for farmers, 
ranchers, small businesses and community banks. 
Governor Pete Ricketts described Trump’s victory as 
“very exciting.” 

The only two possible exceptions were 
Senator Ben Sasse and Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert. In 
any event, their so-called “opposition” to Trump now 
rings hollow. Thus far, Ben Sasse has voted with 
Trump 100% of the time and is an ardent support of 
the Neil Gorsuch nomination. Stothert— without any 
evidence—has alleged that she wrote in John McCain 
last November but she only told the voters that after 
the election. Nevertheless, Stothert has since come 
out in favor of Trump saying that, “Now that Donald 
Trump is elected President of the United States I will 
back him and support him.” 

 
Since Trump has taken office, he has taken 

steps that would be very detrimental to Nebraska’s 
farmers and agricultural industry. In January, Trump 
blew up U.S. relations with Mexico when he 
announced he would pay for his controversial border 
wall with a 20% tax on imports from Mexico. 
Nebraska farm leaders who supported Trump 
immediately expressed alarm because Mexico is 
Nebraska’s second largest export market. As 
Nebraska Farm Bureau President Steve Nelson said, 
“This has the potential to be devastating to 
agriculture, U.S. agriculture and Nebraska agriculture. 
And also certainly would not be good for the entire 
economy to the state of Nebraska.” 

Since Trump announced this destructive trade 
war with Mexico, prominent members of Mexico’s 
Senate are calling for a boycott of U.S. corn. Moreover, 
Mexico’s government is now in talks with Brazil and 
Argentina to import corn from those nations on a tax 
free basis. This threatened boycott is Mexico’s 
response to Trump’s threatened trade war with that 
country. 

This trade war threat was just the first of 
several hits to Nebraska’s vital agricultural sector 
from the Trump Administration. This threat was 
followed up by Trump’s proposed budget which 
would (partially) finance a tax cut for the rich by 
cutting $4.7 billion from the Department of 
Agriculture’s budget. Once again, the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau—which endorsed Trump—expressed 
concern. Nebraska Farm Bureau’s director of national 
affairs, Jordan Dux said, “I can’t say that we’re overly 
supportive.” 

Trump’s signature promise to deport 11 
million aspiring Americans would constitute another 
hit to Nebraska’s ailing agricultural sector. Many 
farmers recently interviewed by the Omaha World 
Herald said that Trump’s policies would disrupt the 
supply of workers that they rely upon. If Trump 
follows through with his promise of mass 
deportations, their crops could literally rot in the 
fields. Many of these farmers called for a pathway to 
citizenship for these aspiring Americans. 
Unfortunately, Nebraska’s Congressional delegation is 
in a poor position to defend our economy from the 
destructive policies of the Trump Administration. This 
is because for the first time since the Nixon 
Administration, there are no Nebraska members of 
Congress on the Agriculture Committee in either 
House. We are in this predicament since Ben Sasse 
chose to leave the Agriculture Committee for the 
Judiciary Committee. A recent editorial from the GOP-
leaning Omaha World Herald labeled as “troubling” 
Sasse’s decision to abandon Nebraska’s farmers. 



What is maddening about Trump’s war on 
Nebraska agriculture, is that his policies on trade and 
immigration were the centerpiece of his campaign. 
These were perhaps the only two consistent promises 
that Trump made and maintained during his erratic 
campaign for the presidency. Nevertheless, 
Nebraska’s Republican elected officials and 
agricultural leaders endorsed Trump. It is pretty 
evident that they weren’t paying sufficient attention 
and that they badly let down their supporters. 

This is perhaps the worst possible time for the 
federal government to declare war on Nebraska’s 
farm economy.  Commodity prices are about half of 
what they were as recently as 2014 and the state of 
Nebraska is looking at a $1 billion budget deficit. At 
the same time, Nebraska’s Congressional delegation 
literally votes with Trump 100% of the time and has 
basically left our farmers defenseless. 

I expect the voters in Nebraska’s small towns 
and rural areas to soon have a bad case of buyer’s 
remorse. This sets up a big opportunity for Nebraska’s 
Democratic candidates. We need to engage the rural 
voters and let them know that we are on their side. 
Our policies are generally supportive of the middle 
class and working families. Moreover, history clearly 
demonstrates that the agricultural economy does 
better when we have Democratic presidents. 

We have a big opportunity in the 2018 mid-
term elections. Already, the major political 
handicappers are saying that the Democrats have an 
excellent chance to regain control of the House of 
Representatives next year. As Amy Walter of the Cook 
Political Report said, “If I were a House Republican, I’d 
be very nervous.” Let’s get it done! We can win this! 
Let’s leave it all on the field!  
______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Why Gov. Ricketts chose to view the recent eclipse 

standing in a circle of rusted cars. 

Opinion 

 
 

By Doug Emery 
Former Lincoln City Council Member 
 

The City budget for 2017-2018 is final and l 
appreciate the council lowering the mill levy to 
mitigate the raise in property evaluations. Despite 
claims from LIBA and the negative comments of two 
council members, Leirion did exactly what she 
promised voters in January. While we would all have 
loved to see our taxes go down, using money for 
public protection is a wise investment. Using one 
time money is shortsighted and leaves the salaries of 
6 new police unfunded in coming years. It is amazing 
that LIBA was singing the praises of Omaha's mayor 
when she submitted budgets that lowered the mill 
levy. She called them tax cuts, even though more 
money was taken in due to increased assessed values. 
However, when Lincoln's mayor did the same, LIBA 
called it a tax increase. No politics there! 
 The next city council elections will be on us 
before you know it and we need candidates in Jon 
Camp and Cyndi Lamm's districts. I know there are 
quality qualified Democrats who can run successful 
campaigns against both incumbents. I would be more 
than willing to sit down and talk to anyone who 
might have an interest. It is time for a change to 
council members who can find a way to work 
together to improve Lincoln. Are you the one to fill 
those seats? 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
The Sorensen Lecture Committee 

Is pleased to announce that 
Author Thomas Frank 

(Listen, Liberal · What's the Matter 
with Kansas?) 

Will present our lecture on the 
evening of 

October 29, 2017 
 



In My Humble Opinion 
By John Atkeison, Associate Chair, Lancaster 
County Democratic Party 
 

I used to 
have a friend who 
was a good joker. 
The light Irish 
brogue that came 
with the banter was 
pretty enjoyable too. 
We'd run into each 
other casually 
around town and 
have a quick chat 
and a laugh . . . until I 
got involved in 
politics. After that he 
would turn away 

with a “See ya, Mister Politician!” When I pinned him 
down, he had a profound disdain for politics and 
thought that I had sold out for the money. I never 
found out exactly what money, but that was his 
assumption. 

Many people in Nebraska are disgusted with 
politics, and for many of them it is because they think 
politics is all backstabbing and dirty tricks and out-
of-control egos, plus elected officials taking money to 
do the bidding of their big donors rather than serving 
the people. 

Is there some truth to this? Yes, we must 
admit that there is too much truth in what they say 
and think. It only takes a little of this bad behavior to 
turn off a lot of potentially active Democrats and 
other voters precisely because some people have 
come to expect it and have little hope that we can, or 
will, change it. Paralyzing cynicism is a common 
result. 

Also, aren't we Democrats the Party that 
seeks to earn the title of Champion of the People? So 
we are held to a different standard than that other 
major party. We want and need to distinguish 
ourselves from a Party that makes dirty tricks 
standard operating procedure, that lies and calls it 
alternative facts, that is firmly dedicated to the 
service of the 1% and otherwise seems to be 
completely for sale, and is only out for their own 
partisan interests when it comes to governing. 

That's why we must change the perception 
that there isn't a dime's worth of difference between 
the two parties. How do we do that? By actually being 
different! By being the Party of the People and living 
a better political life, not perfect mind you, just 
decent! 

 

 
 
Every organization has its own culture that is 

made up of expectations, rules, and customs. These 
can be written or unwritten, like bylaws or “the way 
we've always done things.” 

What we are talking about is changing our 
own culture, spoken or unspoken. Expectations can 
be a big part of the whole thing. Like do we expect to 
follow the bylaws? In my humble opinion it is 
important to have the bylaws serve as our common 
agreement of how we will do things; that way, 
everyone plays by the same set of rules. This gives all 
of us a level playing field rather than having or 
seeking unfair advantage. Why would anyone want to 
get involved in any situation where only the old-
timers dominate and get to have things their way? 

If we want to recruit new active Democrats—
and I certainly do—then we need to make clear that 
they will have opportunities along with 
responsibilities. We expect mutual respect, and they 
should expect mutual respect; we need to share our 
valuable experience with them, and everyone needs 
the fresh perspective only new people can bring. 

We need to have disagreements, because that 
means we are working out ideas and tactics. We also 
need to have confidence that we are all in this 
journey together more as friends, not enemies. Even 
when our differences loom large—maybe especially 
then—we need to have enough mutual trust that we 
can allow ourselves to consider the thinking of those 
who disagree with us. 

A classic method of eroding trust in an 
organization is the spreading of rumors. But it takes 
more than a rumor-mongering gossip to stir things 
up. Rumor cannot succeed without a tolerance for it. 
The same is true of any falsehood that is spread. Just 
think about some of the crazy stuff that was spread 
about the two contenders for the Democratic 
Presidential Nomination in 2016. Each camp should 
be expected to eliminate such divisive stuff, not 
propagate it. 

We have a lot of important work to do, from 
saving our Earth as we know it to preserving the 
democracy Americans have enjoyed and extending 
that democracy to all of us. We cannot do much of that 
if we are busy fighting amongst ourselves, in my 
humble opinion.  
 

 
 
  



Craig Groat, 1946 – 2017 
By Gerry Finnegan 

 
What can you say on the passing of an 

acquaintance who was a Royal Pain-in-the-Butt. That 
was Craig. The universal first reaction to him was 
annoyance, but if you made the mistake of leaving it 
there then you missed several truly redeeming 
qualities. 

One’s initial impression upon first seeing him 
was that he was somehow out-of-place, his 
appearance and demeanor evoking the small-college 
professor of accountancy—invariably attired in suit 
and tie (sometimes 3-piece), longish hair but always 
neat. 

When Craig would decide an issue was 
worthy of his full attention, he would grip it with the 
tenacity of a terrier. An incomplete list of some of 
those were: the sale of Lincoln General Hospital 
without a vote of the public, the statute on noxious 
weeds and allergens, predatory payday lenders, the 
Koch brothers, the Heritage foundation, the Johanns 
agenda, bike racks on city buses, traffic engineering 
in general and roundabouts in particular. He became 
a regular fixture at all manner of public bodies, 
particularly the Lincoln City Council, the Nebraska 
Legislature and, of course, the Lancaster County 
Democratic Party. 

It was years before I actually started to read 
the handouts on any of his topics du jour. When I 
finally did, I was forced to grudgingly conclude that 
his research was quite good. Although voluminous, 
he meticulously highlighted key passages and 
sourced his assertions. 

Chronically myopic in gauging human nature, 
Craig’s solutions seemed doomed by the frustrating 
inertia of the ingrained habit of others. It seemed 
simple enough—all that was required for these 
solutions to work was to get people to change their 
behavior. Never fully appreciating the futility of 
trying to change human nature, he could not be 
dissuaded from his Quixotic quest. 

In political circles, Craig was thrifty in 
according his admiration. The late Hank Balters 
achieved iconic status in Craig’s eye. Chairing a 
meeting, Hank would listen, understand and guide 
Craig, limiting the time devoted to discussing Craig’s 
point but always giving him a fair hearing. It helped 
that Hank had a Ph.D. in clinical psychology and 
decades of experience in steering people to their 
point. 

Perhaps the single best measure of Craig, as a 
person, was Dog, his ever-present companion until 
his death a few years ago, the eponymous name a 
hint to Craig’s subtle sense of humor. Dog was big.  At  

 
 
 
the shoulder he came up to my waist and I’m 6’2”.      
A full-blooded Irish Wolfhound, Dog was his one 
constant devoted friend, loyal and flowing with 
unconditional love. And Craig fully reciprocated.  
Maybe it is just because I am generally well-received 
by animals, but I have always maintained that a dog is 
a great bellweather to character.  Evil people can 
sometimes fool us humans but they rarely fool a 
canine. And when canines convey their affection it is 
always the case that the recipient is worthy of it. 

That should not surprise any of us about 
Craig. Frequently, we would see him bring Dog to 
meetings keeping him in his car with water, a blanket 
and the windows down a bit. Upon adjournment, 
Craig would immediately go fetch Dog, hook up the 
leash and the two would be off on a leg-stretching 
jaunt for a few blocks before they headed home.  
Even when Craig was without a jacket in the night’s 
blustery winter wind, Dog’s care and comfort came 
first. 
  Craig was also possessed of a goodly measure 
of courage. In my life I have witnessed genuine 
courage displayed under a variety of threatening 
circumstances. Make no mistake, Craig had it in 
spades. If you saw any of his countless 
confrontations, you could sense he was forcing 
himself through any initial timidity to face the surge 
of fire he knew would be arrayed against him. Yet he 
persevered, even knowing that he must absorb heavy 
rhetorical counterpunching. Over the years, I 
observed him drawing from a well of fortitude much 
deeper than the rest of us possessed. I can envision 
him as a stalwart schoolboy regularly forcing himself 
to confront some overbearing playground jock, 
reining in upwelling fear and standing his ground. If 
Craig thought it was right, he would embrace an 
unpopular position at an inconvenient time. 

Last month when I learned Craig had lost a 
brief battle with cancer, I imagined his approach to 
the Pearly Gates, first having detoured to the 
Rainbow Bridge for a mutually joyous reunion with 
Dog. In tandem they stood, Craig in an argumentative 
confrontation with St. Peter insisting that he had 
lived his life exactly how God Himself would have 
lived it if only He fully understood all the facts. 

 

  



The 2020 Challenge 
By John Atkeison, Chair 
Climate Caucus of the Nebraska Democratic 
Party 
(402) 915-3210 
 

In my response to 
the proposed Lincoln 
Environmental Action 
Plan I pointed out that the 
Plan should be the 
beginning of a long term 
plan that features 
resilience in the era of 
climate change as the key 
goal. 

In the short term 
we face one of those 
“tipping points” we’ve 
been hearing about. In the 

article I quote below, the authors use the technical 
term “emissions” where I would say “greenhouse gas 
pollution.” They refer to the very modest goals set at 
the Paris climate talks, and their punch line is this: 
“. . . should emissions continue to rise beyond 
2020, or even remain level, the temperature goals 
set in Paris become almost unattainable.” 

What does that mean for us? Everyone on our 
planet has a need to cap and decrease the amount of 
greenhouse gas pollution we release into the 
atmosphere. Some of us have an even greater moral 
duty to decrease more rapidly than most of the 
peoples of the world because some, like the USA, are 
responsible for more of the greenhouse gas problem 
that is stacked up in the atmosphere. Especially for us 
in the USA, we can’t just cut 1% per year and call it 
good enough. We need to cut around 10% per year 
and get to zero before 2040 while others are catching 
up. We can do it. 

The earliest reductions in the amounts of 
greenhouse gas pollution are the most important; we 
cannot start slow and assume we’ll catch up later. We 
can do this, too. 

Scientists became concerned about global 
warming in the 1950s and they built the Keeling 
Observatory to monitor the levels of greenhouse 
gases. There was enough concern for President 
Johnson to mention the issue of excess atmospheric 
carbon dioxide to Congress in a 1965 speech. By the 
1970s Big Oil was taking air samples from its global 
fleet of tankers and they came to the conclusion that 
their ordinary business model resulted in a profound 
threat to the stability of the climate. In 1988 Dr. Jim 
Hansen warned Congress that the beginnings of 
global warming could be seen. Big oil, notably 

ExxonMobil, began its campaign of disinformation 
and confusion about the same time. Fossil fuels 
companies and their allies have stalled action in the 
United States ever since, and as a result we find 
ourselves painted into a corner. 

That corner is described in an article in the 
prestigious journal Nature called “Three years to 
safeguard our climate .” Find it on the web here: 
http://bit.ly/OnlyThreeYears. 

That's the bad news. The good news is that 
we know what to do. The fossil fuels industries have 
made a certain amount of warming and climate 
disruption inevitable, as we've seen with the constant 
increase in the destructiveness of extreme weather 
events. What we can do is (1) stop making the 
problem ever more severe by ending the intentional 
production of greenhouse gas pollution, and (2) Do 
that as fast as is humanly possible so we have time to 
figure how to get more of the greenhouse gases 
already in the air, out. 

Where do we start? That part is pretty clear 
also. First, accelerate the transition of electricity from 
the polluting fuels—coal, gas, and oil—to clean 
renewables—wind, sun, water and storage. Second, 
as we are doing that we should electrify everything 
we can, especially in the transport sector of the 
economy. Reward the development of electric heavy-
duty trucks as well as cars; improve public 
transportation, and more. 

There is good reason to think we can fight our 
way out of this corner. We'll need the participation of 
everyone who is willing to accomplish it!  

I've assembled a selection of resources called 
The Grazers Guide to Global Warming which offers 
chunks of byte-sized information to help you get up 
to speed on issues you'll need to know about. Request 
one by emailing me at jatkeison@gmail.com. 

 

Watchful Citizen 

 
 

In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 

show on community access TV, check us out! The show 

airs on LCC-TV, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m. 

on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 

Current guest on our show is Kathy Danek, Lincoln 

Board of Education. 

And check our video archive on YouTube: 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems 

 

 

http://bit.ly/OnlyThreeYears.
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Nebraskans for Alternatives to the 
Death Penalty Update 
By Matt Maly - Operations Coordinator 
 

The future of Nebraska’s death penalty is 
completely dependent on the ability of the state to 
acquire the drugs necessary to carry out lethal 
injection. So far, they have not been able to do so 
(legally, that is) and it seems that their chances are 
growing slimmer and slimmer. 

This month, Johnson and Johnson. the world’s 
largest pharmaceutical manufacturer, publically 
entered the death penalty debate for the first time. 
And, they weren’t shy about it, saying quite directly, 
“We do not condone the use of our medicines in 
lethal injections for capital punishment.”  

Their drugs have never been used in an 
execution but the state of Florida recently amended 
their lethal injection protocol to include etomidate, 
which Johnson and Johnson has manufactured in the 
past. So, they decided to join a long list of 
pharmaceutical manufacturers and distributors in 
stating publicly that they do not want their products 
to be used for executions. You can read more about 
this story here:  
http://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/2017/08/22
/j-j-says-dont-use-drug-in-execution-wsj.html. 

Nebraska, like many states, has recently 
broadened the drugs that could potentially be used in 
its lethal injection protocol. But, the challenge (for 
the state) is finding a supplier. We’re glad to see so 
many voices in the pharmaceutical industry joining 
thought leaders in the faith community, the law 
enforcement community and the conservative 
community in wanting nothing to do with the broken 
death penalty system. It comes as no surprise since 
it’s a system that causes harm to many and benefit to 
none. 
 
Towards Justice, 
Matt Maly 
On Behalf of all of NADP 
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Resolutions Adopted by the Lancaster 
County Democratic Party - 8/15/2017 
 

 
 

DACA Resolution  
 
WHEREAS, in 2012 the Department of Homeland Security 
implemented the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program to provide protections from deportation 
for “dreamers” who had been brought to this country 
without documentation when they were children; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Nebraska Legislature has enacted laws 
allowing dreamers to receive in-state tuition, drivers’ 
licenses, and professional and commercial licenses, 
declaring with each enactment that it is the policy of the 
State of Nebraska to support DACA; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Nebraska Legislature adopted a Resolution 
in May 2017 reaffirming the state’s commitment to 
dreamers and expressly opposing “any federal action that 
would rescind Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals”;  
 
WHEREAS, Nebraska Attorney General Doug Peterson and 
several other Republican attorneys general have 
demanded that President Trump either rescind DACA by 
September 5, 2017, or they will sue him; and 
 
WHEREAS, AG Peterson is a member of the executive 
branch of government and, as such, has no constitutional 
authority to engage in the legislative function of 
policymaking,  
 
Therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Lancaster County Democratic Party 
stands by the Nebraska Legislature and the policy of this 
State to support the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program; and be it 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lancaster County 
Democratic Party stands opposed to Nebraska Attorney 
General Doug Peterson’s unconstitutional use of impact 
litigation to affect public policy in a way that directly 
violates the spirit and the letter of Nebraska law.   
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Education Resolution  
 
WHEREAS, Lincoln Public Schools is the second largest 
public school district in the State of Nebraska; and 
 
WHEREAS, LPS is exceptional for its long-standing legacy 
of educational excellence; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, LPS served almost 41,000 students last school 
year, an increase of 12 percent or 4,450 students over the 
last five years, marking the fifth straight year of annual 
growth greater than 850 students; and  

 

 

WHEREAS, LPS enrollment is expected to increase by 
another 950 for the 2017-18 school year; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, on August 8, 2017, the Lincoln Board of 
Education  held a public hearing and heard first reading on 
the 2017-18 proposed Lincoln Public Schools budget—a 
budget that is student-centered and focuses on the 
incredible growth in enrollment; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, public education is under siege in the US under 
a secretary of education who is a public enemy to the 
institution, has made a personal fortune by monetizing 
student hours, and can be expected to do all in her power 
to eviscerate public education funding; and 

 

 

WHEREAS, public education is the keystone of any 
democratic society, and great public education is the 
highest, most productive service a government can 
provide; and  

 

 

WHEREAS, the hard work of democratic aspiration as 
shouldered by the Board of Education is where, finally, the 
rubber meets the road,  
 

Therefore be it 
 

RESOLVED that the Lancaster Democratic Party stands 
squarely with the Lincoln Public Schools and the Lincoln 
Board of Education, which both enjoy our entire 
confidence.  

 

 

  



Memories of Governor Frank Morrison  
By former Governor and Senator 
E. Benjamin Nelson 
 

I met 
Frank Morrison 
when I was 5 
years old 
growing up in 
McCook and 
before he was 
our Governor. At 
that time Frank 
was a McCook 
attorney and 
most notably for 
me, the father of 
my kindergarten 
classmate Jean 
and the husband 
of our 
kindergarten 

teacher at West Ward Grade School, Maxine 
Morrison. 

As kindergartners we all did the usual: naps, 
cookies with our milk and hours with the building 
blocks and stories. Maxine later described me as a 
“good student," which meant that I drank my milk 
and took my nap without incident. I don't recall her 
adding that she knew right then that I would be a 
future governor and senator. The absence of negative 
words, however, was reassuring. Kindergarten was a 
new and special experience and all went well until 
May 1, 1946: May Day. 

Somehow I learned about a tradition of 
getting and giving May baskets to your friends. That's 
all I knew. My mother helped me make a few baskets 
to deliver to my friends, which included pigtailed 
Jean Morrison. My parents drove me to the Morrison 
home on Norris Avenue. I remember getting out of 
the car with a May basket in hand and walking up the 
sidewalk to the front door. Unnoticed, I rang the 
doorbell. 

Shortly after, a huge giant appeared at the 
door, like an eclipse blocking out all light. I assumed 
he was her father. Totally intimidated and unsure 
how my delivery of a May basket might be received 
by her father, I struggled and managed to say my 
name and that I had a May basket for Jean. 

He smiled and I assumed that the next person 
coming to the door would be Jean and I would hand 
her the basket. Not so! Suddenly Jean and her two 
older brothers, Jon and Biff, opened the door and 
began to chase me. They caught me before I got to the 
safety of the car. They held me down and Jean kissed 

me on the cheek. No one had bothered to tell me that 
part of the tradition. Once released, I forgot all about 
that May basket and ran to the car where my mother, 
Birdella, and father, Ben were suppressing laughter.  
Humiliated, I decided that was my last May basket 
delivery and my mother told me later I muttered all 
the way home, “Who came up with that crazy idea?" 

In the mad scramble to get to the car I 
dropped the basket Jean gave me. Empty handed, I 
ended the tradition. 

But that's not the end of the story. 
In 1996 when I was in my second term as 

Governor, Diane and I were invited as guests to a 
dinner by Governor and Maxine Morrison at their 
apartment in the Stuart Building in Lincoln. Even 
though the invitation was for dinner on May 1st, I 
never made a connection between the date and that 
long forgotten May basket fiasco some 50 years 
earlier. 

When we arrived at their door we were 
greeted by a surprise guest: Daughter Jean was there 
from Denver holding a May basket and said, “Sorry 
it’s 50 years late!" Whew! No brothers in sight.  

I accepted the cute basket but omitted the 
kissing tradition which had been so embarrassing 50 
years earlier. During dinner we revived the story of 
my first and last May basket to much laughter. After 
50 years I was finally able to enjoy the story. 

 

  

Morrison’s View on Crime and Punishment 

 “A governor cannot reform human character 

but he can serve as a catalyst to bring students, 

teachers, correction officials, prosecutors, judges, 

probation and parole people together to work out a 

program for youth which will bring them into the 

system rather than make them antagonistic to it. . . .”  

 “My years as prosecuting attorney, public 

defender, Governor, Chairman of the Board of 

Pardons and Paroles, parent, teacher, school 

administrator and trial lawyer convinced me that 

capital punishment was barbaric, unnecessary, and 

irrational because: 1. . . . it was not effective and 

increased and did not decrease violence.  

2. . . . [No] human being or human institution had the 

ability to determine who should live or who should 

die. I was opposed to the state getting into the 

murder business. 3. It consumed vast resources . . . 4. 

There was the danger of executing innocent people 

and . . . was highly discriminatory. 5. . . . murderers 

should be imprisoned, put to work and made to use 

their earnings . . . to attack the causes of crime and 

support the dependents of those they killed, . . .” 

     - Governor Frank Brenner Morrison  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancaster County Democratic Party 

P.O. Box 83213 
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