
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Notes from the Chair 
Jane Egan 

 
 

One of the best 
parts about serving as 
Chair of the Lancaster 
County Democratic 
Party is throwing a big 
dinner party every 
year. It takes months of 
planning, 

working with great people to pull it off. Our 34th 
annual 2018 Patriots' Dinner is Sunday, March 4th, 
at the Lincoln Marriott Cornhusker Hotel. The event 
begins with a reception for our past and present 
Mayors from Lincoln and surrounding towns in 
Lancaster County at 4:30 p.m. followed by a social 
hour at 5:00 p.m. and dinner at 6:00 p.m. We will 
present awards to five outstanding individuals who 
have demonstrated our Democratic values through 
their contributions to our communities in 
Lancaster County. We will also hold the popular 
dessert auction to help us raise money for the 2018 
elections. 
 It is so important that we are financially 
generous with our support of candidates up and 
down the ballot. When we pool our funds together, 
we give every candidate the best chance of winning. 
Democrats win when Democrats vote. But it takes 
money to get those voters motivated to go to the 
polls. We use the money we raise at the Patriots' 
Dinner and other fundraising events throughout 
the year to purchase slate cards, pay for calling 
centers to contact voters to "get out the vote" and 
to keep the lights on at our headquarters offices 
which are heavily used by candidates for phone 
banking and door to door canvassing activities.  

Our county party provides candidate and 
volunteer training, information dissemination in 
the form of social media content and frequent 
contact with voters by email. These services take 
the work of many gifted volunteers 
giving thousands of hours of their own time. It also 
takes money. We are good stewards of our limited 
financial resources. The Lancaster County 

Democratic Party Central Committee has 
committed $10,000 to support our candidates. We 
need to raise that sum at our Patriots' Dinner. 
 I urge you to purchase a ticket or a table. 
The pricing is on the next page. The deadline is 
February 27th. I know a lot of other worthy 
organizations are always asking you to support 
their cause. I get invitations in the mail several 
times weekly too. But, I also know the biggest bang 
for my buck is electing Democrats!  We must stay 
energized and motivated. We can't let up. You know 
the local Democratic Party will probably never 
raise the kind of big bucks the Republicans 
can raise. Our only choice is to work harder 
and work smarter with the limited resources we 
have available. We need you to make a commitment 
to support our candidates and our county party. 
Please join us for a fun evening with Democratic 
candidates and currently serving elected officials 
on March 4th and feel good about giving to a really 
great cause. Electing Democrats! 
 I recently paid $7.50 for a movie theatre 
ticket, another $12.31 for a small popcorn and 
soda, and $2.00 to park downtown. I felt stupid for 
being so frivolous. We all spend money on frivolous 
things occasionally. Supporting Democratic 
candidates is not frivolous! Pooling our financial 
support to elect Democratic candidates is the best 
way to ensure we have great public schools, strong 
communities that attract large and small 
businesses that create local jobs, make progress 
toward protecting our environment by investing 
in green industries and governmental projects, 
improving and preserving our public parks, 
libraries, swimming pools, roads and 
infrastructure. Our society needs many things to 
create a high quality of life for everyone. 
Democratic values support those things. That's why 
supporting Democratic candidates is so important. 
Will you join us in that support on March 4th? If 
you can't attend, will you send a donation? Go to 
our website at patriots@nebcaucus.com to 
purchase your tickets or make a donation. We need 
everyone to pitch in. See you there! 
 Remember! Democracy is not a 
spectator sport. It takes all of us! Get out. Get 
Active. Tag! You're it!  (Give generously too!) 

The Lancaster County 

Democrat 
February 2018 

https://mail.twc.com/do/mail/message/mailto?to=patriots%40nebcaucus.com


 
  



 
 

Protecting the promise of Retirement 
Benefits is a Full-Time Job 
By Jane Raybould, Candidate for U.S. Senate 

  
 “Don’t mess with 
my Medicare.” 
  I’ve heard this 
concern and many 
similar comments 
as I’ve traveled 
across our great 
state talking with 
Nebraskans about 
what matters most 
to them. Several 
seniors have 
shared their stark 
realities about how 
making ends meet 
is getting harder. 
They say trying to 
balance their 

budget when health care costs are on the rise and 
their cost of living keeps increasing is leaving many 
with limited or no money left at the end of the 
month.   
 Nebraska has more than a quarter of a million 
people who are aged 65 and older, and nearly one in 
six Nebraskans receives Social Security benefits. 
Social Security is a benefit these retirees have earned, 
paying into it their entire lives, and for 42 percent of 
Nebraskans older than 65, it’s the only thing keeping 
them from falling into poverty. In fact, Lincoln and 
Omaha both rank in the top 10 cities in the United 
States where seniors are most reliant on social 
security. 
 And here we are with Congress having just 
passed an “historic” tax bill that’s supposed to 
provide relief—but for whom? This tax bill burdens 
our children and grandchildren with trillions of 
dollars of debt. It provides tax cuts to wealthy people 
and corporations, but not for retired Nebraskans, 
hard-working Nebraska families, nor for small  

businesses that are the fabric of so many Nebraska 
communities. It saddens me to know that our elected 
officials, like Senator Deb Fischer, pushed through a 
hurried tax bill with real, dire consequences to 
Nebraskans for generations to come.  
 I am fearful that programs like Social Security 
and Medicare will get the short end of the stick as our 
representatives in Washington say we don’t have the 
money to put into them, blaming a national deficit 
that they drove up. 
 It’s hypocritical. It’s not logical. And most of 
all, it is one more example of how Washington, and 
my opponent, put the special interests above the 
interests of Nebraskans.  
 That’s why I’m running for the U.S. Senate—
to give Nebraskans a voice, particularly our 
vulnerable seniors. It’s time we send some common-
sense Nebraska values to Washington, instead of 
those same representatives that have consistently 
voted to cut these critical programs. The only way 
we’re going to see a change to the climate of 
Washington is by changing who we send there.   
 
 

 
 

 
  

Student loans, Social Security, and 
Medicare make a difference in the lives of 
working families every day, and the 
conversation that should be taking place is 
how we can save these programs, not 
weaken them.  
           - Senator Tammy Duckworth (D-IL) 



 
 

Supporting Women’s Issues 
 

On January 
20th, I had the 
opportunity to speak at 
the Women’s March in 
Lincoln. Standing 
before well over a 
thousand women’s 
rights advocates was 
truly an amazing 
experience.  You could 
really feel the energy in 
the air, and it was clear 
that we are a part of 

real, lasting change.  
I want change for women that includes better 

legislation addressing our concerns like violence 
against women. Legislation that makes a statement 
that rape is a crime, thus there is evidence that needs 
to be processed. I support legislation that addresses 
backlogs of untested rape kits, setting Federal 
standards like mandatory testing requirements, 
proper funding, and tracking. We need to stand up for 
victims, and process evidence. According to advocacy 
groups approximately 100,000 rape kits are 
unaccounted for, or untested, nationwide. When 
elected, I promise to support recently introduced 
legislation codifying the Title IX guidance recently 
overturn by Betsy DeVos, named the Title IX 
Protection Act, and other legislation to address 
violence against women. 

I believe women deserve full, unrestricted 
access to birth control, with no religious exemptions 
for coverage. I will push legislation to simplify the 
FDA approval process in the case of oral contra-
ceptives, so they may be purchased over the counter. 

Additionally, I will always stand up for 
pregnant women. Pregnancy should not be 
considered a pre-existing condition. Some of the 
recent Republican “health care” bills punish women 
for being pregnant by increasing their costs, while 
taking away access to birth control. More women 
need access to proper prenatal care, so both mom 
and baby are healthy. Maybe when more women are 
elected to Congress, we can finally address the 

increasing Material Mortality Rate in the United 
States.  

I invite you to join us at one of our many 
phone banking events, and be part of the change. 
Email JessicaMcClureForCongress@gmail.com or call  
402-202-5932 for more details. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

"A Great Offense To Our Nebraska Values" 
 
Those nebulous "Nebraska Values" again. Were 
these "values" brought by past immigrants to this 
vast prairie with the "flat water?" (Remember 4th 
grade state history.) Perhaps learned from 'friendly' 
interactions with the indigenous people inhabiting 
the area?   
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Crawford for Congress on Higher 
Education Reform 

 
One of the biggest 

challenges we currently 
face as a country is the 
rising cost of higher 
education. A strong public 
college and university 
system with affordable 
tuition costs is one of the 
keys to economic mobility 
and a strong middle class. 

Rising tuition costs and increasing student loan debt 
have contributed to the unfortunate trend of rising 
inequality in the U.S. 

At the present time, 40 million Americans 
owe approximately $1.3 trillion in student loan debt. 
The amount of student loan debt is only behind 
mortgage debt and exceeds loans for credit cards and 
automobiles. Something like 70% of college seniors 
graduate with student loan debt. 

This pile of student loan debt is holding back 
the economy. Young people are holding off on 
purchasing homes and starting small businesses 
because they are overly burdened with student loan 
debt. Many recent graduates will have to put off 
retirement until they are 75. For millions of young 
people, it’s like having a house mortgage—but having 
no house! 

If we are to restore the middle class and 
improve the economy, we have to do something 
about this problem. The status quo is simply 
unacceptable and immoral. 

Senator Elizabeth Warren has sponsored a 
bill that would allow people to refinance their 
student loans and pay a much lower interest rate of 
4%. At the present time, millions of young people are 
paying interest on student loans in the amount of 
anywhere from 6% or 10% or even higher. 
Unfortunately, this proposal was blocked by the 
Republicans in Congress in 2015. 

The Republicans in Congress have even gone 
so far as to try to end student loan forgiveness 
programs. These programs allow student loans to be 
forgiven if somebody takes a public service job for 
ten years. We should be expanding student loan 
forgiveness programs—not ending them. 

We should also significantly expand the 
ability of the middle class to attend community 
colleges and in-state public four year universities and 
colleges. As a member of Congress, I would support 
two year tuition free community college attendance 
for those who keep up the appropriate GPA and make 
steady progress towards a degree. 

Similarly, I would support free tuition at in-
state four year public colleges and universities for 
families making $125,000.000 per year or less. 
I would support adjusting the income level for 
inflation. I believe that taxpayers should help 
working families pay for college but not the wealthy. 
In my opinion, we shouldn’t have to pay for Barron 
Trump’s college education. 

My plans for higher education reform are 
aimed at strengthening the middle class, boosting 
social mobility and reducing inequality. The key to a 
stable and prosperous economy is a strong middle 
class. If the middle class has more money to spend 
and increased consumer confidence, everybody wins. 
I will be a fighter for the middle class as your 
member of Congress. 

 
 

 

  



 
 

Friends and fellow Democrats, 
 

 This is a busy season for campaign 

announcements, but I wanted to reach out to you all 

and share some exciting news! In January, I 

officially kicked off my candidacy for the Public 

Service Commission in District 1, which includes 

all of Lancaster County. The Public Service 

Commission is a state constitutional body which 

engages in important work to protect the public 

good and promote economic opportunity. It 

regulates oil pipelines, utility networks, and 

transportation services, among other important areas 

of interest. As your Commissioner, I’d passionately 

safeguard our environment, protect families from 

corporate land seizures, and promote economic 

opportunity through expanded rural broadband.  

I have upheld Democratic values all my life, 

through working to build the party, managing 

campaigns for great Democratic candidates, and 

leading issues campaigns for important causes. 

After serving alongside many of you in our 

communities, it is exciting to launch my own 

campaign for public office. I hope that all of you 

will join me as I run to represent our district on the 

Public Service Commission.  

 This election will be crucial for putting the 

people of Nebraska first. If we want to safeguard 

our state’s most precious resources, our land, water, 

and communities, we must work to champion these 

values in all levels of government. 

The stakes are high and I can’t do this 

without you. If you can contribute to my campaign 

with your time, talents, or monetary support, you’ll 

make a huge difference in securing a bright future 

for all Nebraskans.  

I look forward to seeing you on the 

campaign trail!  

All the best, 

 Christa 

More information at facebook.com/ChristaForNE 

Donate at actblue.com/donate/christa-for-ne 
 

 
 

 

 

Watchful Citizen 

 
In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 
show on community access TV, check us out! The 
show airs on LCC-TV, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 6:00 
p.m. on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 
Current guest on our show is City Council member 
Bennie Shobe. 
 
And check our video archive on YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems  
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Elect 
John Atkeison 

to the PSC! 
I am asking for your support in time and money. 
I want to put the interests of the public into the 
Public Service Commission. We need a voice-- 
the voices of the big corporations and their 
lawyers are heard quite enough. What we  
don’t need is more wasteful pipelines that 
threaten our land and our future! 

I'm trained and experienced. I'm ready to go, and 
ready to represent people like you and me. 

www.JohnForPSC.com  

And on Facebook 

 
Atkeison for PSC, 2601 N 4th St, Lincoln 68504 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

All Lancaster County Democratic Party committees 

meet at the County Party office, 830 L St., Lincoln. 

Central Committee membership is not required for 

participation. Volunteers are welcome. 

 

Candidate Services – 4th Wed. each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Jen Seaman, Chair, jen.seaman@doane.edu  

Fundraising – 2nd Wed. each month, 7:30 p.m.  

 John Markey, Chair, JMarkey265@gmail.com  

History – last Tues. Feb., May, Aug., Nov., 7:00 p.m. 

 Jean Sanders, jsanders@neb.rr.com   

Issues – 2th Tues. each month, 7:00 p.m.  

 Ken Snyder, Chair, neilsen01@windstream.net 

Membership – 2nd Mon., each month, 7:00 p.m. 

 Maryjo Shibata, Chair, mjes627@gmail.com  

Public Relations – 1st Tues. each month, 5:30 p.m. 

 Jim Johnson, Chair, jimjohnson@neb.rr.com  

Technology – 2nd Sat. each month, 11:00 a.m. 

 James Baldus, Chair, jhbaldus@gmail.com  

 

http://www.johnforpsc.com/
mailto:jen.seaman@doane.edu
mailto:JMarkey265@gmail.com
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:neilsen01@windstream.net
mailto:mjes627@gmail.com
mailto:jimjohnson@neb.rr.com
mailto:jhbaldus@gmail.com


 

In My Humble Opinion 
By John Atkeison, Associate Chair, Lancaster County Democratic Party 

February 2018 ~ jatkeison@gmail.com    Links are at the end! 

 

ometimes we have to give people credit 
for what they accomplish, whether they 
openly claim it or not. I have in mind 
several things, including Donald 

Trump’s encouragement of the organizations 
whose ideology and behavior can accurately be 
termed “fascist.” And we need to be better at 
making our country a less friendly place for 
fascists and fascist ideas. 

(First, a brief digression to note that 
“fascist” is a word from the Italian fascists who 

used the bundle of rods with an ax, or 
“fasces,” as a symbol of authority. It 
was a common image at one time, 
even appearing on the reverse side of 
an American dime coin. The political 
label came to describe any movement 
on the right wing of the 

political spectrum that combines 
radical authoritarian racism and 
nationalism that is characterized by 
dictatorial power, forcible 
suppression of opposition and a 
kind of merger of dominant 
corporations and the formal state 
machinery; to call it terroristic is no 
exaggeration. The 2oth century fascist 
governments in Italy and Nazi Germany are 
the most commonly recognized examples.) 

Trump may not be an openly fascist 
political figure, but he certainly has American 
fascists as a welcome part of his political 
coalition—after the Charlottesville fascist rally 
and murder, he described them as “fine 
people.” Several leaders of that event 
described Trump in admiring terms. 

Another typical feature of fascist 
political figures is their embrace of deception 
and manipulation, whether it looks like simple  

opportunism or part 
of creating the 
myths supporting 
their ideology. 

Racism is a 
central element of 
their ideology. 
Whether building up 
the myth of the German super race or teaching 
contempt for African peoples, Jews, and Poles, 
the 20th century fascists were peddlers of the 
most awful bullcrap. Unfortunately they found 
kindred spirits in these United States both 
then and now. Racism in the USA tends to 
harken back to the era when the forcible 
capture and enslavement of Africans was one 
of the most important elements of the 
American economy. It is usually talked about 
in one-step-removed code so more people can 
pretend that it does not mean what it means.  

Remember how the statues of 
Confederates became the flashpoint for so 
much last year? People speaking in favor of 
those monuments did not describe these 
leaders as those who were defending slavery to 
their very death. Yet that is exactly what they 
were. Rape and sexual torture were a routine 
part of American slavery, but how often are 
these men characterized as rapists?  

Violence is an important part of the 
culture of American fascism (as we see in the 
Lincoln Journal Star of February 71) and that 
too echoes a violent past when people seeking 
more liberty in America have been repressed. 
No need to stop at slavery. Look at the Ludlow 
Massacre2 101 years ago in the Colorado 
miners strike, police firing into marchers in 
Detroit as they organized the United Auto 
Workers union, violence against suffrage 
marchers, and more. 

  

S 

mailto:jatkeison@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/ViolentKleve
http://bit.ly/ViolentKleve
http://bit.ly/WikiLudlowMassacre
http://bit.ly/WikiLudlowMassacre


Recall the images of trained dogs 
attacking the civil rights marchers in Alabama 
that echo in the dog attacks on Water 
Protectors3 just last year, which in turn echoes 
the history of genocide and official attempts at 
cultural obliteration of native peoples of the 
Americas. 

There is such a culture in the media and 
white society of accepting racist violence in the 
USA that the superficially bland slogan Black 
Lives Matter also became a flash point. For 
the two or three of you that still claim not to 
“get it,” the point is that the lives of African 
American people matter as much as anyone 
else’s which you would never know given the 
apparent impunity with which police around 
our country continue to kill Black people4. 
Nitpicking the slogan has become a barely 
indirect challenge to its meaning. 

Why bother to go through all this 
again? Partially because it needs to be “spoken 
aloud.” And partially because it gives us some 
clues to what we need to do to create our 
society in a way that more naturally rejects 
these ideas than finds them natural. 

In my humble opinion, we need to look at our 
own behavior more than is comfortable. If 
someone’s behavior in a meeting results in 
discord and disruption, perhaps they and the 
rest of us need to consider whether or not that 
is the desired outcome.

  We need to encourage acceptance of not 
just diversity, but justice. Not just fairness, but 
a sense that fairness for all of us is the closest 
that we will get to an assurance that there will 
be fairness for any of us regular folks. 
We need to ensure that accuracy and honesty 
are norms that are expected, especially in 
political matters. We can no longer accept the 
assumption that politics is dirty and that 
nefarious behavior must be expected. Just 
because it is many times true now does not 
mean that it must always be this way. 

In the land of the free and the brave no 
one should fear harassment because they 
object to racist speech. Such objection should 
be expected, as it now is in Germany because 
they have done a much better job of facing the 
truth about their past. 

Confederate myths should be debunked 
and exposed for the lies that they are. We need 
to face the genocide of native peoples and the 
fact that “modern America” is built on the 
bones of the original Americans and African 
slaves for the benefit of the 1%, with some 
regular folks getting some of the crumbs. 

We don’t have to be pacifists to insist 
that violence is bad and that peaceful behavior 
is good. We do not have to be pushovers, 
either! I find this vision of life much more 
pleasant and productive. Let’s get there. And 
keep it! 

 
 

Links: 1:  http://bit .ly/ViolentKleve   2:  http: //bit .ly/WikiLudlowMassacre  

3:  http://bit .ly/DnStandingRockDogAttack    4:  http://bit .ly/2017PoliceViolence   
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What would Dr. King have said about the radical 
climate changes that global warming is causing? In 
my opinion he may well have repeated these 
prophetic words of his:  

We are faced with the fact, my friends, that tomorrow is 

today. We are confronted with the fierce urgency of now. In 
this unfolding conundrum of life and history there is such a 
thing as being too late. Procrastination is still the thief of 
time. Life often leaves us standing bare, naked and dejected 
with a lost opportunity. The ‘tide in the affairs of men’ does 
not remain at the flood; it ebbs. We may cry out desperately 
for time to pause in her passage, but time is deaf to every 
plea and rushes on. Over the bleached bones and jumbled 
residues of numerous civilizations are written the pathetic 
words:  

Too late.  
-- Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Submitted by John Atkeison, Chair of the Nebraska Democratic Climate Caucus 

  



2018 Lancaster County Election Calendar 
Primary Election May 15, 2018 

 

February 15, 5:00 p.m. Incumbent (any officeholder) filing deadline 

March 1, 5:00 p.m. Non-incumbent filing deadline 

March 1 Last day a candidate may withdraw 

March 1 Last day for a political subdivision to certify a special issue for 
inclusion on the Primary Election ballot 

March 30 Ballots ready for Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act – Military and Overseas Voters Only 

April 9 Early Voting By Mail begins 

April 16 Early Voting In Person begins 

April 30 Postmark Deadline for mailed-in voter registrations 

April 30, close of business Last day that voter registrations can be completed online at 
DMV/County Treasurer’s office  

April 30, 6:00 pm Deadline for deputy registrars to register voters for Primary 
Election 

April 30, close of business Last day that voter registrations can be completed at State 
Agencies/Departments for the person to be registered to vote in 
Primary Election 

May 4 Last day for write-in candidates to file notarized affidavit and filing 
fee with filing officer 

May 4, 6:00 p.m. Deadline for in-person voter registration at Election 
Commissioner’s office, 601 N. 46th St. 

May 4, close of business Last day to receive an application for Early Voting ballots to be 
mailed to a specific address 

May 14, 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Last day for early voting in person at Election Commissioner’s 
office, 601 N. 46th St. 

May 15 Statewide Primary Election 
Polls open 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Deadline for agent to pick up Early Voting ballot is 7:00 p.m.; Early 
Voting ballots must be returned to Election office by 8:00 p.m. 

 
Source: Lancaster County Election Commissioner, http://lancaster.ne.gov/election/Calendar18.pdf  
 

http://lancaster.ne.gov/election/Calendar18.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

                                                 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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