
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Candidates for Office - 2018 Statewide Election 

By Jim Johnson 

Note: Except in extraordinary circumstances, the County Party does not take sides in contested races between non-incumbent 

Democrats. Candidates are listed below in the order they appear on the official election website. 

US Senator 

Jane Raybould, 3015 S 20th St, Lincoln 68502 

Frank Svoboda, 2030 Surfside Dr, Lincoln 68528 

Larry Marvin, 635 N. Main St Ste 222, Fremont 68025 

Chris Janicek, 405 N. 40th St, Omaha 68131 

US House of Representatives 

Dennis Crawford, 135 Lakewood Dr, Lincoln 68510 

Jessica McClure, 3121 Wildbriar Ln, Lincoln 68516 

Governor 

Vanessa Gayle Ward, 635 S. 50th Ave, Omaha 68106 

Tyler Davis, 3502 Lake St Apt 211, Omaha 68111 

Bob Krist, 7365 N. 122nd Avenue Cir, Omaha 68142 

Secretary of State 

Spencer Danner, 15931 Yates St, Omaha 68116 

Auditor of Public Accounts 

Jane Skinner, 4651 Douglas St, Omaha 68132 

Attorney General 

Evangelos Argyrakis, 1116 S 35th Ave, Omaha 68105 

Public Service Commissioner 
District 1 

John Atkeison, 2601 N 44th St Unit 101, Lincoln 68504 

Christa Yoakum, 330 NW 13th St, Lincoln 68528 

Southeast Community College Board of Governors 

District 3 

Michael Hendricksen, 1640 N 52nd St, Lincoln 68505 

District 4 

Jim Garver, 815 Elmwood Ave, Lincoln 68510 

District 5 

Ellen Weissinger, 5330 New Castle Rd, Lincoln 68516 

Arlyn Uhrmacher, 3220 Sheridan Blvd, Lincoln 68502 

Joe Skopp, 5410 Troon Dr, Lincoln 68526 

Nebraska State Legislature 

District 26 

Matt Hansen, 6230 Glendale Rd, Lincoln 68505 

District 28 

Patty Pansing Brooks, 1925 Dakota St, Lincoln 68502 

District 30 

Don Schuller, 9415 East Sage Rd, Wymore 68466 

District 46 

Adam Morfeld, 1240 N. 33rd, Lincoln 68503 

Lancaster County Commissioner 

District 1 

Sean Flowerday, 2901 A Unit 106, Lincoln 68510 

District 5 

Rick Vest, 2145 Gunnison Dr, Lincoln 68521 

Lower Platte South NRD 

District 3 

Vern Barrett, 1909 County Rd E, Ceresco 68017 

District 5 

Bruce Johnson, 254 West Lakeshore Dr, Lincoln 68528 

District 6 

Deborah Eagan, 2021 Indigo Ct, Lincoln 68521 

District 7 

Luke Peterson, 2520 R St Apt 1, Lincoln 68503 

District 8, two-year term 

Dan Steinkruger, 7435 Whitestone Dr, Lincoln 68516 

District 8, two-year term 

Tom Green, 710 Wedgewood Dr, Lincoln 68510 

District 10 

Karen Amen, 3220 Joy Ct, Lincoln 68502 

At Large 

David Landis, 4810 S 44th St, Lincoln 68516 

Lancaster County Clerk 

Dan Nolte, 1853 Otoe, Lincoln 68502 

Lancaster County Public Defender 

Joe Nigro, 1905 Dover Ct, Lincoln 68506 

Lancaster County Treasurer 

Andrew Stock, 3629 S 19th St, Lincoln 68502 

Rachel Garver, PO Box 84154, Lincoln 68501 

Mayor of Hickman 

Douglas Hanson, 905 Larkspur Dr, Hickman 68372 

Hickman City Council 

John Meese, 811 Maple Ct, Hickman 68372 

Waverly City Council, Ward 2 
William Gerdes, 14311 Eastbourne St, Waverly 68462 

Waverly School Board, Ward 3 

Scott Claycomb, 1368 Percheron Dr, Eagle 68347 

Norris School Board 

Ward 2 

Patty Benzinger, 17005 S 54th St, Hickman 68372 

Ward 4 

Jim Craig, 108 E 7th St, Panama 68419 

Malcolm School Board 

Verle Finke, 8600 NW 126th St, Malcolm 68402 

Palmyra School Board 

Susan Steward, 798 N 10th St, Palmyra 68418 

Panama Board of Trustees 

Jim Craig, 108 E 7th St, Panama 68419  
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The Lancaster 
County Democratic Party 
hosted their 34th annual 
Patriots' awards dinner 
and fundraiser on March 
4th. I am happy to report 
it was a success! 

Sue Martin, 
President of the 

Nebraska State AFL-CIO gave a rousing keynote 
speech. We were pleased to see so many labor unions 
in attendance. John Markey received the Salute to 
Labor award for his lifelong commitment to the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Local 265 and for his support of the Lancaster County 
Democratic Party. John is also our Fundraising 
Committee Chair and responsible along with his 
committee for the success of our event. 
Congratulations on your award John and thank you to 
your committee for a great event! 

The other awardees are Emma Craig, Young 
Democrat of the Year; Jerry Kurth, Volunteer of the 
Year; Shirl Mora James, Community Outreach Award; 
John Atkeison, Chair's Award; and Dick and Luci 
Turner are the 2018 Patriots' Award recipients. 
Congratulations to all of you and thank you for your 
contributions to the community and to the Lancaster 
County Democratic Party. 

Our federal candidates Jane Raybould, Jessica 
McClure and Dennis Crawford addressed the 
audience. Dave Domina was our guest auctioneer for 
the ever popular dessert auction. As usual, Dave was 
very entertaining as he urged bidders to bid high. We 
raised over $5000 on the auction! This money will 
help us elect Democrats! Thank you Dave and thank 
you bidders for your generosity. 

Our county party is never done doing the 
grassroots work needed to elect Democrats. We 
will gear up for the May 15th Primary by supporting 
our candidates in every way possible. You can help by 
volunteering to work on a candidate's campaign or 
working with the county party on events. Give us a 
call. 

REMEMBER! DEMOCRACY IS NOT A 
SPECTATOR SPORT! IT TAKES ALL OF US! GET OUT! 
GET ACTIVE! TAG! YOU ARE IT! 

 
 
 

 

Watchful Citizen 

 
In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 
show on community access TV, check us out! The 
show airs on LCC-TV, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 6:00 
p.m. on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 
Current guest on our show is City Council member 
Bennie Shobe. 
 
And check our video archive on YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems  

 

 

  

COMMITTEES 

 

All Lancaster County Democratic Party committees 

meet at the County Party office, 830 L St., Lincoln. 

Central Committee membership is not required for 

participation. Volunteers are welcome. 

 

Candidate Services – 4th Wed. each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Jen Seaman, Chair, jen.seaman@doane.edu  

Fundraising – 2nd Wed. each month, 7:30 p.m.  

 John Markey, Chair, JMarkey265@gmail.com  

History – last Tues. Feb., May, Aug., Nov., 7:00 p.m. 

 Jean Sanders, jsanders@neb.rr.com   

Issues – 2nd Tues. each month, 7:00 p.m.  

 Ken Snyder, Chair, neilsen01@windstream.net 

Membership – 2nd Mon., each month, 7:00 p.m. 

 Maryjo Shibata, Chair, mjes627@gmail.com  

Public Relations – 1st Tues. each month, 5:30 p.m. 

 Jim Johnson, Chair, jimjohnson@neb.rr.com  

Technology – 2nd Sat. each month, 11:00 a.m. 

 James Baldus, Chair, jhbaldus@gmail.com  

Important Dates 

 

 

April 9 – Early voting by mail begins. 

April 16 – Early voting in person begins. 

May 15 – PRIMARY ELECTION 

 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems
mailto:jen.seaman@doane.edu
mailto:JMarkey265@gmail.com
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:neilsen01@windstream.net
mailto:mjes627@gmail.com
mailto:jimjohnson@neb.rr.com
mailto:jhbaldus@gmail.com


UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA FUNDING 
A Resolution Adopted by the LCDP Central 

Committee, February 20, 2018 
 
Whereas state land grant colleges are one of the most 
transformative and democratic of American 
institutions, making the blessings of education, long 
the privilege of the children of the wealthy, a right for 
the children of farmers and working people; 
  
Whereas the University of Nebraska is one of the 
largest, most productive economic drivers and likely 
the single greatest cultural and civic driver in our 
state; 
  
Whereas Nebraska’s key to prosperity is attracting 
and retaining highly productive people, especially 
our most valued resources, our young people, who 
want or need access to a major university; 
  
Whereas the Governor engineered nearly three 
quarters of a billion dollars annually in tax cuts and 
now proposes to gut state funding to the University 
of Nebraska by 37%, more than a third; 
  
Whereas the Trump administration is likewise 
proposing targeted cuts to public university funding; 
  
Whereas NU cannot survive such economic cutbacks 
intact, requiring the wholesale loss of entire 
departments and many of its best faculty; 
  
Whereas the institutionalization of the culture of 
willful ignorance is a clear and present danger to 
American society; and 
  
Whereas the life of every Nebraskan is made better 
by some product or influence of the University of 
Nebraska; now therefore be it 
  
Resolved, that the Lancaster Democratic Party calls 
on all Nebraskans to urge the Governor and the 
Legislature to restore the $580 million base funding 
in 2018-19 to save the University of Nebraska. 
  

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT 
A Resolution Adopted by the LCDP Central          

Committee, February 20, 2018 
 
The Lancaster County Democratic Party strongly 
supports the students of Marjory Stoneman Douglas  
High School as well as the students across this 
country in their efforts to precipitate the change 
necessary to enact laws to keep our children, youth 
and all Americans safe.  We salute you for leading the 
way and for having the courage to speak what needs 
to be said, and should have said by adults years ago.  
Enough is Enough. 
 
 

 
 

  

 
It is not easy to stand up against your 
constituents or your friends or 
colleagues or your community and take 
a tough stand for something you believe 
is right. Because you always want to 
keep working and live to fight another 
battle and it might cost you your career.                          

     - Caroline Kennedy 
 

 
What is the use of being elected or 
re-elected, unless you stand for 
something?  

     - Grover Cleveland 
 



 
 
Crawford for Congress on LGBTQIA Issues 

 
When I grew 

up, my parents 
instilled in me the 
Golden Rule: “Do to 
others what you 
want them to do to 
you.” I grew up 
Catholic and I still 
remember singing in 
Catechism class: 
“They will know we 
are Christians by our 

love.” I have tried to live up to those ideals my entire 
life. 

I’m not a newcomer in the fight for the rights 
of the LGBTQIA community. Between 1989 and 1991, 
as a young lawyer, I helped represent a young gay 
woman who was publicly shunned and humiliated by 
a right wing church in Lincoln. Because I was a young 
lawyer, I wasn’t the lead counsel in the case but my 
legal research led to the overruling of a motion to 
dismiss the case filed by the church. That laid the 
foundation for the eventual favorable settlement of 
the case during the trial. 

If elected to Congress, I would take that fight 
to Washington. As a starting point, I’m deeply 
disturbed by the rollback of rights won by the 
LGBTQIA community during the Obama 
Administration. I would stand up to the Trump 
Administration’s reactionary policies. 

As a member of Congress, I would take action 
to roll back Trump Administration rules on so-called 
“conscience clauses” that allow medical providers to 
discriminate against LGBTQIA patients. Nobody 
should be denied medical care because of who they 
love. 

I would also support banning conversion 
therapy. This is harmful and counter-productive. As 
Hillary Clinton said: “LGBT kids don’t need to be 
cured of anything. They just need to be accepted and 
embraced and respected.” 

In the employment area, I support the 
Equality Act. We need to extend the protections of 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act to provide non-
discrimination protections for the LGBTQIA 
community in employment, credit, housing, public 
spaces, public services, education, federally funded 
programs and jury service. 

 
As a member of Congress, I would be a friend 

and ally of the LGBTQIA community. This is an area of 
disagreement I have with Representative 
Fortenberry. If you want different results out of 
Washington, you have to vote for different people. 
That’s why I’m running for Congress. 
 
 

   
 
 

   
 

  

 
We need someone who will stand up 
and speak up and speak out for the 
people who need help, for people who 
are being discriminated against. And it 
doesn't matter whether they are black or 
white, Latino, Asian or Native American, 
whether they are straight or gay, Muslim, 
Christian, or Jews.  

      - John Lewis 
 

 

 
We need to give each other the space to 
grow, to be ourselves, to exercise our 
diversity. We need to give each other 
space so that we may both give and 
receive such beautiful things as 
ideas, openness, dignity, joy, healing, 
and inclusion. 

- Max de Pree 
 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/big-5-personality-traits


 
 
Fellow Democrats, 
 

My name is Tyler 
Davis and I am asking for 
your vote and support as 
I campaign to replace 
governor Ricketts and 
place a Democrat in 
office during the 2018 
election. I am committed 
to serve the people of 
Nebraska and will 
campaign to defeat 
Ricketts.  
 Satisfying an 
interest in public service, Tyler enrolled as a political 
science major.  He graduated from the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha in 2009, with a Bachelor of 
Science in Political Science. Soon after completing his 
bachelors, Tyler pursued a Masters degree in security 
management, graduating in 2011 from Bellevue 
University. Before graduating from the Executive 
MBA program at UNO in 2013, he helped create the 
first tribal emergency management association, 
iTEMA (Indigenous Tribal Emergency Management 
Association).   

Tyler is currently seeking a PhD in the 
Medical Sciences Interdepartmental Area (MSIA) at 
the University of Nebraska Medical Center. He 
anticipates his PhD program will help further his 
mission to create emergency technology solutions to 
protect life, safety, and property in the midst of 
disasters and their aftermaths. Tyler is an instructor 
at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, School of 
Public Administration and teaches in the Emergency 
Services Program. As co-founder of three start-up 
companies (Protective Security Advisors, Flatwater 
Innovations LLC, and Flatwater Emergency 
Management Technologies), Tyler is cultivating small 
business growth in the Heartland and hopes to 
encourage other entrepreneurs by example. 

As an educator, Tyler feels that State 
government should facilitate public-private 
partnerships between high schools, community 
colleges, universities, local businesses and trade 
unions. These alliances develop educational 
programs, providing necessary training and the 
assurance that each employee has job-specific skills 
for employer-specific needs. 

 
 
 
Please visit www.tylerdavisforgovernor.com 

or www.facebook.com/Davis4Governor/ 
 
Respectfully yours, 
Tyler Davis 
Democratic Candidate for Governor 
 
 

     
 

  

 

There is a place in America to take a 
stand: it is public education. It is the 
underpinning of our cultural and 
political system. It is the great common 
ground. Public education after all is the 
engine that moves us as a society toward 
a common destiny... It is in public 
education that the American dream 
begins to take shape.   
                                    —Tom Brokaw 

http://itema.org/
http://www.tylerdavisforgovernor.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Davis4Governor/


 

Spencer Danner would like you to 
join him for his campaign launch 
event. Hear about his vision to 
protect the integrity of our elections 
and advance our small business 
ecosystem. Show your support and 
help Energize Nebraska. 
 

WHEN 

 
March 20, 2018  
5:30pm - 7:30pm 
 
WHERE 

 
Alchemy Aqua Vitae 
140 N 8th St 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
 
CONTACT 

 
Matt Martin 
info@dannerfornebraska.com ·  
402-807-3661 
 

 

No Substitute For 

Experience 

I’m trained and experienced. I'm ready to go, 
and ready to represent people like you and me. 

Elect 
John Atkeison 

to the PSC! 
www.JohnForPSC.com  

And on Facebook

 
Atkeison for PSC, 2601 N 44th St, Lincoln 68504 

mailto:info@dannerfornebraska.com
http://www.johnforpsc.com/


 
 

Friends and 

fellow Democrats, 

 

         With 

our primary only 

two months away, I 

want to share why I 

am asking you to 

support my 

campaign for the 

Public Service 

Commission. On May 15th, we will have the great honor 

as Democrats to select our candidate for this impactful 

office. I owe it to all of you to make a case as to why I 

should be our party’s choice for Public Service 

Commissioner. 

 

Here are just three reasons you should vote Christa 

Yoakum on May 15th: 

 

1)  This is an important race. 

The Public Service Commission is a 

state constitutional body that we often 

overlook, despite its immense authority 

to oversee energy networks, 

telecommunications infrastructure, and 

statewide transportation. We need a 

strong Democrat able to challenge a 

Republican nominee in November- and 

win. I believe I am that candidate. 

 

2)  I have a lifelong commitment to serving all 

Nebraskans. 

Nebraska has been and always will be 

my home. I’m proud of the work I have 

done here to serve others and contribute 

to the public good. My involvement in 

the community will help me better 

serve, listen to, and advocate for you. I 

love this state and its people; That love 

drives me to be the very best Public 

Service Commissioner I can be. 

 

3)  I’m a candidate who will put people first. 

The Public Service Commission isn’t 

glamorous. It doesn’t provide awards or 

recognitions, but it does provide many 

opportunities to serve Nebraskans. 

My campaign is built on one simple 

promise: I will put people first. Whether 

it’s protecting consumers from 

exploitative fees, providing expanded 

internet access for small businesses, 

promoting a clean environment, or 

preserving family farms in the face of 

corporate land grabs, each decision I 

make will consider the consequences for 

Nebraskan communities. 

As your Public Service Commissioner, I 

won’t prioritize profit or personal 

prestige; People will always come first. 

 

Over the next couple of months, I hope to get 

many more opportunities to connect with you about my 

campaign. But we are running out of time to reach 

Democratic voters before this upcoming primary. I need 

YOUR help to build a strong foundation for victory. 

Consider signing up to volunteer today at 

ChristaForNE.com/volunteer and as always, follow me 

at Facebook.com/ChristaForNE. We can win this, 

together! 

Christa Yoakum 

 

 
 
 

  

http://www.christaforne.com/volunteer
http://www.facebook.com/ChristaForNE


 
 
 

 
 
Fellow Democrats, 
 

I’m running for Lancaster County Treasurer 
and I’m asking you to vote for me for three reasons. 
First, I’m qualified for the job. I have the education 
and the leadership and management experiences that 
are needed to be a successful county treasurer. 
Second, the current county treasurer has brought a 
dark cloud over the office, as he stands accused of 
committing multiple ethical violations and serious 
crimes. We need a treasurer who has demonstrated a 
willingness to put the people’s interests first, over 
personal gain. Despite being qualified to pursue more 
financially lucrative work, I’ve spent the bulk of my 
career doing public interest work and teaching. I’ve 
worked as a public defender, a legal aid lawyer 
(where I managed a migrant law program), and most 
recently as a community college teacher.  

Third and most important, I have a clear and 
achievable vision of how I can benefit the residents of 
Lancaster County. If you elect me as your county 
treasurer, I’m going to make it easy for you to avoid 
coming into the DMV. I’ll start by making the 
treasurer’s website user friendly. And then I’m going 

get rid of credit card and debit card DMV fees, so you 
won’t be punished for going online to do your DMV 
business. And as word of the changes gets out and 
more and more residents take advantage of being 
able to do their DMV business online, Lancaster 
County taxpayers will save money, time, and a whole 
lot of frustration.  

After having many conversations with voters 
of all political stripes, I’m convinced my ideas for the 
treasurer’s office will appeal to all Lancaster County 
residents, regardless of party affiliation. I believe this 
makes me the Democrat with the best chance of 
taking the treasurer’s office away from the 
Republicans and putting it in the “D” column, where it 
belongs. 
 
I hope to see you at the polls! 
Andrew Stock 
Candidate for Lancaster County Treasurer       
 
 

        

     
 

  

Knowledge -- that is, education in its 
truest sense -- is our best protection 
against unreasoning prejudice, and 
panic-making fear, whether engendered 
by special interest, illiberal minorities or 
panic-stricken leaders.   
                             —Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Now we Democrats believe that America 
is still the country of fair play, that we 
can come out of a small town or a poor 
neighborhood and have the same 
chance as anyone else, and it doesn't 
matter whether we are black or Hispanic, 
or disabled or women.  

- Ann Richards 
 



 
 
Why Gender Balance Is Needed in 
Government and Business 
By Rachel Garver, Candidate for Lancaster 
County Treasurer 
 

My candidacy 
for Lancaster County 
Treasurer is about 
bringing honesty, 
intelligence and 
integrity back to the 
Office of Lancaster 
County Treasurer. 
Government is the 
example we all live by. 
When our elected 
officials are less than 
honest, we all suffer.  
Government is also 
our collective role 
model for inter-racial 

harmony, for inclusion of individuals with disabilities 
in daily life, and for equitable and fair treatment of 
women in the workplace. The latter issue has had a 
plethora of revelations in the last eight months, and 
government has not fared well regarding the 
treatment of women in the workplace. 

For many men, the difficulties experienced by 
women in navigating a hostile work environment are 
something of a surprise. But for women, the secretive 
lawsuits of Congress, Hollywood, auto factories, and 
more are sadly not a surprise. In fact, we need to ask 
ourselves, why did it take so long for us to speak up?  
Again, women know the answer to that question, too.  

When management is skewed toward men, 
sometimes without regard to talent, intelligence or 
accomplishment, it becomes difficult for women to be 
taken seriously. Particularly when the person who 
needs to be questioned is the one with the power of 
hiring and firing. 

We cannot change the business world within 
a year or two.  But we can use our precious votes to 
create change within a relatively brief period by 
electing qualified, talented women to governmental 
leadership. It’s not a matter of control, but rather of 
equity. When local, state and federal elective offices 

start to reflect its citizenry by electing a 
commensurate percentage of women, then 
governmental offices serving the public and even 
Congress will start to change. The era of sexual 
harassment would come to an end because women 
are more likely to be believed by other women. Men 
who want to believe women and want to change the 
politics of gender in the workplace will also 
experience a cultural change, allowing them to 
support their female peers. The off-color jokes would 
end. The pressure tactics for a date and more would 
end. Women’s credibility and hard work would be 
taken seriously. And, most importantly, our 
daughters and sons would witness a visible example 
of female leadership in action. 

Gender balance in the workplace is not just a 
women’s issue. Gender balance in the workplace will 
allow the full potential of all women and men to be 
realized.  All girls and boys will have the opportunity 
to be who they are, and not a stereotype. 
 In closing, I believe by electing me to the 
Office of Lancaster County Treasurer, we have 
another opportunity to break the glass ceiling, end 
the old boys’ club, and provide an example of good 
governance. 

 
 

 
 

  

 

We learned about honesty and integrity - 
that the truth matters... that you don't 
take shortcuts or play by your own set of 
rules... and success doesn't count 
unless you earn it fair and square.  

- Michelle Obama 
 

Voting is the most precious right of every 
citizen, and we have a moral obligation to 
ensure the integrity of our voting process.  

- Hillary Clinton 
 



 

Public Sector Unions Have a “Target” 
on their Backs 
By John Kretzschmar  
 

Labor unions are the only institutions in our 
economy that work to introduce meaningful 
democracy in our nation’s workplaces. Unions were 
an important part of the coalitions that pushed every 
piece of legislation creating workplace rights and 
safeguards that cover all wage earners! 

In the 25-year period following WWII, thanks 
to organized labor, the nation’s economic might was 
broadly and fairly shared. Those wage earners—
union and nonunion—who helped create that 
enormous wealth saw their real spendable income 
roughly double by the end of that period. In essence, 
what happened was for every percentage increase in 
worker productivity, there was a corresponding 
increase in wages.   

Union density coming out of the war was 
about 35 percent of the private sector workforce.       
A little over one-in-three private sector employees 
were represented by a labor organization. Numbers 
count, and high union density numbers earned the 
respect of elected officials from both major parties.   

Surprising to some, the 1956 GOP platform 
was broadly supportive of labor unions and the 
ladders unions created for everyday wage earners. 
The labor movement allowed millions to climb out of 
poverty and into the middle class. If not welcomed 
with open arms, the Republican Party respected the 
power of the American Labor Movement.   

It was a different GOP back then. Here is a bit 
of analysis from the 1956 platform: “We are proud of 
and shall continue our far-reaching and sound 
advances in matters of basic human needs -  
expansion of social security – improved housing – 
and better health protection for all our people. We 
are determined that our government remain warmly 
responsive to the urgent social and economic 
problems of our people. We shall continue to seek 
extension and perfection of a sound social security 
system.”   

That grudging respect afforded the American 
Labor Movement did not last long. For a number of 
reasons, conservatives began attacking private sector 
unions and membership shrank. There were two 
strong attempts to amend the 1935 National Labor 
Relations Act (NLRA) in order to introduce 
meaningful punishments for employers who 
intentionally and repeatedly violated the NLRA. 
Neither attempt to put real teeth into the NLRA 
succeeded. Today, union density in the private sector  

is 6.5 percent—a far cry from its peak.   
What has helped the entirety of organized 

labor was the growth of labor unions representing 
public sector employees. The expansion of public 
sector organizing and collective bargaining rights for 
wage earners employed by all levels of government 
began after President Kennedy: January 1962 
Executive Order 10988. This EO allowed for 
recognition of federal sector labor unions and 
collective bargaining.   

Soon after, other levels of government 
followed suit recognizing the right of their employees 
to form unions and to bargain collectively. Today, 
over 34 percent of public sector workers are 
represented by organized labor. For conservatives, 
who successfully worked to shrink private sector 
unions, the next target for elimination is public sector 
unions. The enemies of meaningful workplace 
democracy are working 24/7 to reduce the influence 
of these independent voices.   

There have been various attempts on a state-
by-state basis to hurt organized labor in the public 
sector. Wisconsin, Iowa, and Michigan are perhaps 
the most notable examples. Public sector unions in 
those states shrank dramatically after state laws 
covering collective bargaining were seriously 
weakened.   

Now Janus vs. AFSCME is before the U.S. 
Supreme Court. In 20 states, there are laws allowing 
labor unions to charge what is known as a “fair 
share” for the collective bargaining and contract 
administration costs. Nebraska is not one of them. 
The rationale is that because the union has a legal 
duty to represent all members of the bargaining unit, 
those bargaining unit members who choose to avoid 
joining the union must pay their fair share of the 
costs associated with doing that important work.     

If decided in favor of Janus, all those state 
laws providing for “fair share” contributions become 
unconstitutional. The ability of unions to provide 
quality representation for union members and other 
bargaining unit members will diminish. The ladder 
that allowed everyday wage earners to climb into the 
middle class will be missing some rungs. The ability 
to defend meaningful workplace democracy will be 
reduced dramatically.   

In a nation whose government, according to 
John Adams, exists to advance “the common good; for 
the protection, safety, prosperity, and happiness of 
the people; and not for profit, honor, or private 
interest of any one man, family, or class of men” this 
attempt to crush public sector unions goes against 
our founding ideals.   

That is the issue, as I see it, which is before 



the U.S. Supreme Court in the Janus vs. AFSCME case.  
Judging by the oral arguments on January 26, 2018 
the American Labor Movement could be in for a very 
challenging future.   
 
 

 
Inside Trump’s Head 

 
Felony Voting Rights 
By Cathy Tallon  

Approximately 200 inmates are sent home 
each year in Nebraska with the hope they will be 
good citizens contributing to society. However, many 
of those inmates can’t fully participate in the same 
rights the rest of us have.  Nebraska had a life-time 
ban to prevent anyone with a felony record from 
voting until 2005. Currently there is a two year 
waiting period after ex-offenders complete their 
sentence and/or parole before they can vote. Only 
two states (Maine and Vermont) don’t take voting 
rights away from offenders and some states have 
longer waiting periods before voting rights are 
returned.   

Voting rights—or rather the denial of voting 
rights—have been used against specific populations. 
Massachusetts had no ban on allowing felons to vote 
until 2000 when they added a constitutional 
amendment against it. The fact that some inmates got 
together and formed a political action committee to 
work toward better health care and less expensive 

phone calls in 1997 seems to have contributed to the 
amendment.  

Estimates suggest 5.3 million Americans or 1 
in 41 adults are unable to vote due to a felony on 
either a temporary or permanent basis. It is also 
estimated that 1.4 million African-Americans (7 times 
the average) are not eligible to vote along with two 
million White and Hispanic Americans. Over 676,000 
women won’t be able to vote. In the future, as many 
as 40% of Americans could lose their voting rights. 
According to The Sentencing Project, 960,000 ex-
offenders were not able to vote in Florida in the 2004 
election. Also in Florida, approximately 10,264 ex-
offenders have applied to have their voting rights 
restored. Governor Scott has signed off on 2,898 of 
them while the others are still pending.   

Taking voting rights away for various 
offenses started in the early 1800s. The reasons for 
doing so included bribery and “infamous offenses.” 
Nineteen states passed these types of laws before 
1822. The 15th amendment granting voting rights to 
former slaves and other African-Americans was 
passed in February 1870. After this, many states 
adopted new laws or changed existing laws to 
handicap Black citizens.   

It may be important to also consider those in 
jails rather than prison. Most inmates in jail can vote 
using absentee ballots and apparently many jails 
cooperate by providing voter registration forms. I 
spoke to an officer with Lancaster County who said 
he thought inmates could vote using absentee ballots 
if the inmate signed up for a ballot.  In Cook County 
(Chicago) a group of people took on registering 
inmates as a project and registered 1000 people in 
jail. Over 1600 voted using absentee ballots. I assume 
many of these were already registered. It is 
important to note that without outside groups 
pushing this, the rates of inmates voting is greatly 
reduced.  

Sources include The Sentencing Project, ACLU 
of Nebraska (Voting Rights of Former Felons June 
2016), NCSL (National Conference of State 
Legislatures) and Pro.Com.Org.  
 

  



Cold In The Winter - How About That! 
By John Atkeison 
Chair, Nebraska Democratic Climate Caucus 

402-915-3210 ◊ jatkeison@gmail.com 

 

In January I published an article that talked about why climate scientists are getting 
pretty sure that one of the climate changes caused by global warming is a warping of 
the winds around the Arctic. This causes harsh freezes when the polar air breaks 
through the new wind patterns and invades our relatively mild climate. Within a few 
days several newspapers published a long story about how global warming seemed to 
play little or no role. What’s going on? It turns out that the contrary story was a report 
on one study.  Let that be a lesson to all of us! There is a lot of repetition, even nitpicking in science, and that is 
a good thing. The only time I rely on a small set of studies (or one, maybe) is if it comes from the very most 
respected leaders in a field, and then only cautiously.   

I just spent way too much time trying to write a follow-up story for you, but finally came to my senses and 
decided to quote extensively from this Associated Press story that was updated March 7th. Here’s a tip of the 
hat to veteran writer Seth Borenstein for another job well done! Read it for yourself at 
http://bit.ly/WarmestWinter1718 Or locally at http://bit.ly/WarmestWinter1718LJS  

The Arctic just had its warmest winter on record 
Reduced Arctic sea ice may be driving freak snowstorms in Europe, violent storms in North America 

The Associated Press Posted: Mar 07, 2018 9:00 AM ET Last Updated: Mar 07, 2018  

The Arctic just finished its warmest winter on 
record. And sea ice hit record lows for this time of 
year, with plenty of open water where ocean water 
normally freezes into thick sheets of ice, new U.S. 
weather data show. 

Meteorologists consider December, January and 
February to be winter, and Arctic weather stations 
averaged 4.9 degrees Celsius (8.8 degrees F) 
warmer than normal for the season that just ended. 
The air above the Chukchi and Bering seas near 
Alaska averaged about 11 degrees Celsius 
(20 degrees F) warmer than normal for 
February, the U.S. National 
Snow and Ice Data Center in 
Boulder, Colorado, reported. 

Scientists say what's happening 
is unprecedented, part of a 
global warming-driven vicious 
cycle that likely plays a role in 
strong, icy storms in Europe and 
the U.S. Northeast and Eastern 
Canada. 

"It's just crazy, crazy stuff," said 
Mark Serreze, director of the 
National Snow and Ice Data Center, 
who has been studying the Arctic since 1982. 
"These heat waves, I've never seen anything like 
this." 

It's been so unusually warm that the land weather 
station closest to the North Pole — at the tip of 
Greenland — spent more than 60 hours above 
freezing in February. Before this year, scientists had 

seen the temperature there rise above freezing in 
February only twice before, and only ever so briefly. 
Last month's record-hot temperatures at Cape 
Morris Jesup have been more like those in May, 
said Ruth Mottram, a climate scientist at the 
Danish Meteorological Institute. 

But it's more than that one place. Across the Arctic 
Circle in Barrow, Alaska, February was 10 degrees 
Celsius (18 degrees F) warmer than normal and the 
entire winter averaged 7.8 degrees Celsius (14 

degrees F) above normal. Of nearly 
three dozen different Arctic 
weather stations, 15 of them were 
at least 5.6 degrees Celsius (10 
degrees F) above normal for the 
winter, according to data from 
climatologist Brian 
Brettschneider of the 
International Arctic Research 
Center at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks. 

"The extended warmth really 
has kind of staggered all of us," 

Mottram said. 

Record low sea ice 

In February, Arctic sea ice covered 13.9 million 
square kilometres (5.4 million square miles), about 
160,000 square kilometres (62,000 square miles) 
smaller than last year's record low, the ice data 
center said Tuesday. The difference is an area about 
the size of the state of Georgia. Sea ice coverage in 
February also was 1.4 million square kilometres 

http://bit.ly/WarmestWinter1718
http://bit.ly/WarmestWinter1718LJS


(521,000 square miles) below the 
30-year normal — an area nearly 
twice the size of Texas. 

Sea ice is frozen ocean water that 
— in contrast to icebergs and 
glaciers — forms, grows and melts 
on the ocean. It is still growing, 
but "whatever we grow now is 
going to be thin stuff" that easily 
melts in the summer, Serreze 
said. 

Near Greenland, warm air moved north up over a 
section of the Atlantic that usually has sea ice, 
Mottram said. Something similar was happening in 
the Pacific with open water on the normally iced up 
Bering Sea, said data center senior scientist Walt 
Meier. To be happening on opposite sides of the 
Arctic at the same time is unusual, Meier said. 

While some natural weather fronts were involved, 
"climate change is the overriding thing," Meier said. 
"When you have warmer temperatures you are 
going to melt more ice and it's going to grow more 
slowly." 

Extreme weather role 

In the winter, sea ice "acts as a lid to keep the 
warmth of the water at bay" but when there is less 
sea ice, more heat goes into the air, Brettschneider 
said. "You end up with a vicious cycle of warm air 
preventing sea ice formation and lack of sea ice 
allowing warmth to escape into the air." 

One scientific theory is that this is 
changing weather further south 
and plays a role with extreme 
events, especially in winter. 

The theory is still debated but 
gaining acceptance. It suggests 
that reduced sea ice, especially in 
the winter, reduces the difference 
in atmospheric pressure between 
the Arctic and mid-latitudes, 
weakening the jet stream. The jet 

stream is the usually fast-moving west-east current 
of air that affects daily weather and moves storm 
fronts along. A weaker jet stream often means 
strange weather, leaving storms stuck in place for 
days on end, said one of the theory's leading 
proponents, Rutgers University's Jennifer Francis. 
She points to recent U.S. nor'easters and freak 
snowstorms in Europe. 

"This is what we've been talking about; it couldn't 
be more classic," Francis said. "If you look at the 
whole picture, the whole jet stream around the 
northern hemisphere, it's had these very large 
excursions north and south and that's led to all of 
the wacky weather." 

"The underlying disease that's causing this is 
getting worse," Francis said, referring to heat-
trapping gases from the burning of coal, oil and gas.  

"These are just the symptoms." 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

http://bit.ly/WarmestWinter1718 

http://bit.ly/WarmestWinter1718LJS 

 

 

 

 

 

#Arctic sea ice extent for February 2018 

was the lowest in the satellite record for 

that month. http://bit.ly/2Fl9XBu 

Twitter: @NSIDC_ArcticIce 

  

"The underlying 
disease that's causing 
this is getting worse," 
Francis said, referring to 
heat-trapping gases from 

the burning of coal, oil 
and gas. 

http://bit.ly/WarmestWinter1718
http://bit.ly/WarmestWinter1718LJS
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The T Effect: what in the world is 
that?  
By Suzanne Jouvenat  
 

We do not 
have the time to 
read all views of 
the political 
spectrum, study 
up on economics, 
and investigate 
into legal issues 
that prevent or 
allow certain 
practices. Most 

often what we know involves the microcosm of 
our cultural sphere, i.e. my family, my 
finances, my faith, my lifestyle, my world and 
precludes others not in our immediate cultural 
environment. 

 Blatant incivility common by this Leader 
would not be allowed when working with a couple 
or group in my office. When I did school 
counseling, we discussed disagreeing 
agreeably even with Kindergartners!   
 It is understandable how the People would 
more or less latch onto a voice appearing to 
comprehend their concerns and anger. 
Unfortunately the dominant close historical 
memory of a negative Leader with Followers is the 
example of the Germanic one from WW II. If we 
simply isolated the mood from the financial culture 
in Europe at the time of his rise, one could 
superficially point to a possible reason he initially 
dominated the national psyche. Currently in the 
U.S. the mass mind senses the stagnant fiscal 
mobility of the “98%” which could be loosely 
compared. Relevant to everyone's level of studies in 
history, one could note others who have had 
charismatic effects, cleverly and expediently 
speaking to the Needs projected by the People. 
 At the moment The T Effect is not 
positioning to exterminate others but perhaps does 
question a particular group’s ability to live and 
work in the USA. The analogy of the charismatic 
Leader and the fascinated Followers is hopefully to 
provide a reality arousal. It is to achieve an 
understanding of the vital importance to embrace 
the contrasts that make America so exceptional, 
maybe even to internalize the amazing and 
astonishing differences. Just as in Family Systems 
Therapy, this System is a great Nation of individual 
members that deserve their  
 

varied feelings, abilities, dreams, desires, wants and 
certainly fears to be validated.     
 As I tell my clients, everything that occurs in 
our lives is for our learning and ultimate growth. As 
I see it, there are antidotes to transcend any 
seeming problems and the most powerful is our 
Thinking! The T Effect phenomenon now occurring 
in this country can have remedies. The T 
Transformations: Teaching away Ignorance, 
Honoring Truth and Trusting in Equality. 
 Our society is global, yet the everyday 
citizen lives locally. Hard work, extensive hours 
laboring to provide for the family (Americans work 
the most hours of any developed country) and 
limited energy or time to research or seek for facts, 
often keeps the People in the grind.  Our mindset of 
some fun in the day can become the “reality shows,” 
no-time-or-energy-to cook “take out,” text-tweet-
snapchat or a Facebook /email diversion. 
 What is the answer for the above 
stubbornness, self-centeredness, inability to 
change, incivility, lack of time, energy or desire to 
see others' perspectives? I wish it were as simple as 
group therapy!  As an educator for 12 years, I see 
we are a smart People. We need validation for our 
lives. The Leader's placating pronouncements 
transfix People confirming their fears while 
offering words of promise to provide the change. 
The People feel comforted and connect with the 
Leader. Overall, Americans want to feel safe and 
have hope. Yet, strength comes from within. 
 I view each individual as autonomous and 
endowed with free-will. Therefore my response to 
the above picture is to provide humble guidance 
and paths to truth. The T Transformation remedy is 
to Teach away Ignorance by educating with 
pertinent unbiased knowledge for self-discovery. It 
could eventually lead to the criteria for a great 
country of a “rational citizenry” as stated by John 
Locke. Teaching the People how to speak out from 
an educated perspective as well as to value varied 
views is the T of honoring Truth. 
 Throughout all of recorded time, the poor 
and underprivileged have been with us.  As the 
People with Needs become more globally aware, 
more enlightened, more cognizant of the One 
Planet mentality, awareness of the unfairness in 
certain systems is emerging. The global economy 
and, to a lesser extent, the connections with the rest 
of the world's governments dictate material 
dealings of the World. Fear, greed and prejudices of 
all kinds often appear to be the engines running 
American society, thus stimulating a clamor of 
injustice. Some align with the Following. Many are 



reacting in agreement with a recognition of the 
Need for financial fairness. 
 Some desire equity for the races, religions, 
mentally ill, gender identity, handicapped, and 
other preferences. Thus the People are looking for 
transformation so they can connect to a sentiment 
reflective of their own. The T- Transformation 
provides hope that someone is hearing “me,” 
understanding my feelings of not being supported 
by my government. Or not allowed to follow my 
preference. Or not validated in the years I have 
been a part of the American culture even if my 
parents came here years ago illegally. 
 Trust can replace skepticism in the ability 
for government to act. The T Transformation of 
Trust can be renewed. As in building trust through 
relationships, we first build trust within self 
through self-efficacy and empowerment. Always 
looking to someone else for trust breeds contempt 
and distrust.  Thus Teach and Truth lead to Trust. 
When the “core” is secure, we will be following our 
inner knowledge to voice the Needs of all People to 
be fairly managed by the Leader. 
 Teach, Truth, Trust. I desire to see the real T 
Effect be a learning experience to enhance my 
America into the T Transformation. We as a People 
can grapple with our growth toward healthy 
empowerment: Teach away the Ignorance for all, 
Honor the Truth of who we are as a Nation and 
Trust ourselves to stretch beyond the singular self 
to embrace an all-inclusive United States.  

 
Trump  Reviews  Cabinet Clown Parade 

 

Don’t criticize POTUS Until you have walked a mile in his 
shoes. 

  



Regenerate Nebraska: A Coalition 

Comes Together 
By Anthony Karefa Rogers-Wright  
Reprinted with permission from The LEAP. 
 

 When I was younger, one of the highlights of 

the week was watching one of my favorite TV shows, 

The A- Team. Not only was it one of the few ‘80s 

depictions of a Black man as one of the “good guys”—

it was about helping people in need who had nowhere 

else to turn. And it didn’t hurt that the A-Team did all 

of their amazing work while evading the authorities of 

the status quo. My favorite part was that in every 

episode, we heard the same one-liner from the 

quartet’s leader, Colonel John “Hannibal” Smith: “I 

love it when a plan comes together.” 

 That sentiment was on my mind on a recent 

flight home from Nebraska, where The Leap is 

working with farmers who are breaking with corporate 

agriculture to champion a small scale, “regenerative” 

model. As my colleague Raj and I learned from our 

last visit to the state, Nebraska has all the vision and 

tools it needs to build a new food system, capable of 

sustaining the land and people rather than poisoning 

them. The next step is to spread the word, bring people 

together, and form a coalition to make it a reality. 

 Instead of more fossil fuel infrastructure in 

Nebraska, the growing Regenerate Nebraska network 

wants to construct a different kind of “pipeline”—

inebraska.com delivering healthy food from local 

farms to schools, grocery stores, and urban food 

deserts. To build the power and solidarity needed to 

accomplish that (while challenging Big Ag), local 

organizers are connecting regenerative farmers with 

Black, Latinx, and Indigenous groups fighting for food 

justice in their own communities. 

 That was the main goal of my visit: help 

expand the coalition. And in collaboration with our 

new partners, we’re planning to tour the state in late 

March and hold four public, participatory workshops 

pm the are regenerative vision. At these events, we’ll 

delve into how Nebraska’s food systems are already 

being transformed, and how folks can bring nourishing 

food and local power to their communities.  

 We’ll have more details soon—and in the 

meantime, here’s a brief recap of our new friends who 

are joining the effort. 

 

“A Native Concept”: Towards an Intertribal 

Workshop on Sustainable Food 
 When it comes to caring for one another and 

caring for the planet, a key theme of the Leap 

Manifesto, Indigenous peoples are the world’s leading 

experts. My host, Graham Christensen and I knew that 

in designing these workshops, including Native 

leadership would need to be a top priority.  

 So in our first meeting of the trip, we 

discussed regenerative practices with someone who 

needed no introduction to the subject: Larry Wright 

Jr., Chairman of the Ponca tribe of Nebraska. After 

presenting the Chairman with gifts of regenerative 

beef and bison meat, we walked him through our idea 

for the workshops, and explored how the Ponca Nation 

might participate. Chairman Wright also got us up to 

speed on plans that the Ponca have already have in 

place to bolster their own food sovereignty, including 

a tribal initiative to purchase part of their traditional 

territory from the state of Nebraska. 

 You read that right: Native Americans are 

having to buy their own land back from a state that 

stole it from them in the first place. I had to laugh to 

keep from crying at the vicious irony. Worse yet, 

given the high price for the acreage, the Ponca will 

likely be forced to lease the land from the state until 

they are able to buy it outright. When Chairman 

Wright explained this to us, we wondered: could the 

tribe sub-lease the land to regenerative farmers as an 

interim solution? If the land was cared for and returned 

to the Ponca with functioning soil and clean water, 

untainted by chemicals, we would be seeing 

restorative practice in action. 

 We were also fortunate enough to visit Omaha 

Nation territory, where we were greeted with freshly 

prepared venison sausage, and heard from Indigenous 

community food specialists about the importance of 

pollinators like bees to the cultivation of their 

traditional tribal seeds. 

 

 
Omaha Nation territory 

 

 And finally, we travelled to meet with 

members of the Winnebago Tribal Council, whose 

staff have been focusing on sustainable farming for 

some tome; in fact, the Winnebago launched their own 

Food Sovereignty Initiative in October. Regenerative 

agriculture “is actually a Native concept,” said Vincent 



Bass, Vice Chairman of the Council. If the tribe cannot 

produce its own food with traditional practices, he 

went on to explain, the Winnebago will never truly be 

sovereign: “We don’t want to depend on the federal 

government or anyone to feed us or care for our land.” 

 By the end of the meeting, the council 

members and their staff had enthusiastically agreed to 

co-host a regenerative workshop with other state 

tribes, including the Ponca and the Omaha. It felt like 

one of those rare moments when the clock was 

actually an ally. “Looks like you guys got here right on 

time,” quipped Brian Mathers, who assists with the 

Winnebago’s food production and land management.   
 

 
Anthony and Vice Chairman Bass 

 

Food Justice, By Any Means Necessary 
Back in the city of Omaha, I couldn’t wait to 

spend time with the leaders of the Malcolm X 

Foundation. Located near the 

house where El-Hajj Malik El-

Shabazz (Malcolm X) was born 

and grew up in. the Foundation 

was established to educate the 

community “through the 

teachings of Malcolm X’s legacy 

on a local, national and 

international scale.” I was blown 

away by how many in the 

community use the group’s 

facilities—from Black Men 

Support Groups, to Yoga classes 

for Black women that focus on 

decreasing stress and daily 

trauma.

             We were joined by a number of other urban 

groups, working on everything from community 

gardening to youth engagement and empowerment, 

who have been organizing to address food security and 

create local markets for regenerative products where 

they live. Many of them stressed the importance of 

direct interaction with food producers. Our host Sharif 

Liwaru, President of the Malcolm X Foundation, also 

talked about the need to not only share commerce with 

farmers who are doing the right thing, but also to share 

knowledge in the community, so that regenerative 

practices can eventually be scaled up in urban centers. 

Gus Van Rowen of Omaha Permaculture would later 

take us to his office and show us what has already 

been accomplished in the neighborhoods of North 

Omaha, where volunteers have put in nearly 4,000 

hours building a local food system. Gus is also in the 

process of building a small regenerative garden for the 

Malcolm X Foundation, which will be located next to 

the racial justice icon’s childhood home. Another 

participant, Tena Rodriguez, brought me to meet some 

of the young people she works with at Inclusive 

Communities, whose mission is to “confront prejudice, 

bigotry and discrimination” in Nebraska. 

We’re taking some big steps to help us leap to 

a regenerative future in Nebraska and beyond. Stay 

tuned for more updates, including an exclusive 

livestream event of the Intertribal workshop planned 

for late March. At that event and at three others, we’ll 

talk to diverse folks about how regenerative principles 

can transform their communities—and we’ll start 

laying the foundation for an urban-rural food pipeline 

across Nebraska.  
 

  



Opinion  

 
 

Nebraska:  Get Real, Get Ready 
By Patsy Koch Johns  

This is my opinion, not the opinion of the State 
Board of Education. 
 

About 20 years ago in the aftermath of 

CoIumbine, in my English 10 class, I realized that 

what we were rehearsing was not fiction.  It hit me 

straight through my heart.  This rehearsal preparing 

students for a possible school shooting was real, and 

we were not ready.  The students were nonchalant, 

disinterested.  I told them that we had to face up to 

facts.  This kind of tragedy could happen in any school 

anywhere. It didn’t matter how large or how small.  In 

the middle of this plea, I looked at their faces and saw 

their loss of innocence.  However, I knew it was 

necessary.  I choked up.  I told them that I cared about 

all the students in this room, all the students in my 

classrooms, and all the students in every classroom.  I 

would willingly give my life to protect them.  They 

must rehearse with me so we would be prepared. 

 What could be so serious?  Twenty years ago I 

was preparing students for school violence and the 

possibility of school shootings in our building. This 

last two weeks, there have been numerous threats of 

school violence in Nebraska. 

 In those moments 20 years ago, I was not 

talking to my students as much as I was talking to 

myself: one small teacher in one small classroom in a 

state with a relatively small population.  At that time 

none of us had faced the reality of what had happened 

to us in America’s schools:  We had become targets. 

 Today, we are not safe in our schools, not 

even in Nebraska.  Our schools are targets.  Our 

children have been victimized by our failure to deal 

with this war in our schools, and in our inability to do 

anything to protect them. 

 This morning, as I read the paper and listened 

to the news, I knew that we have to be willing to do 

more now—not tomorrow, not next year, not next 

time—but now. 

 I found myself researching school shootings in 

history.  Students, teachers, and staff have all been 

victims of school shootings.  In the 1800’s, teachers 

were shielding their students from bullets, just as they 

are today.   The term “mass shootings” in schools has 

been the result of a mass shooting in Littleton, 

Colorado in 1999 when fifteen students died at 

Columbine High School.  This is when America took 

note of this horrific phenomenon.  The aftermath has 

been unbelievable repetition and growth.  The number 

of school shootings per year has increased.  The 

number of wounded and dead has increased.  The 

heroism of teachers is not the answer. 

 In 1999, many considered Columbine a 

“freak” event, and we crossed our fingers and hoped to 

die that it did not happen again.  But there have been 

18 school shootings in America’s schools since 

January 1, 2018.  USA Today magazine calls school 

shootings, “the new normal.” 

 Just as I had to stop and re-adjust my students’ 

attitudes in our classroom rehearsal to match the 

reality of that day, so do adults today need to stop and 

adjust their attitudes and actions to protect our schools.   

 After our discussion back then, we planned the 

places to hide in the classroom:  cabinets we would fit 

into, curtains to hide behind, windows to be avoided, 

and the silence to be maintained.  We envisioned as 

many solutions to save ourselves as possible.  Today 

teachers and students practice run, hide, fight drills. 

 So what is our Nebraska vision for school 

safety?  What can we do now collectively to assure our 

children’s maximum safety? 

 As retired teacher, I do not believe more guns 

in schools is the answer.  Instead we must take on the 

task of prevention. 

 

This is a list of prevention methods to consider: 

 

 Support Senator Walz and her endeavors to 
provide mental health services in school pre-K 
through 12. 

 

 Establish a statewide reporting system for 
students with behavioral risks that could 
potentially lead to violence. 

 

 Establish a communications line where 
citizens can anonymously report behaviors 
that may indicate the threat of school 
violence.  Nebraska is a state that does not 
have this. 

 

 Teach Nebraska Department of Education 
Protocol in all of our schools.  Presently one 
person is teaching that protocol in one-third 
of our schools.  Make it possible financially for 
the other two-thirds to be trained as quickly 
as possible and add the staff to accomplish 
this.  This protocol has a common language 
and strategies that could be used in every 
school in Nebraska to potentially save lives. 

 

 Ask schools to provide repeated in-school 
training using their own faculty and staff to 
train other staff, faculty, and students. 

 



 Find funding for the equipment needed for 
every school in Nebraska to go into lockdown 
and lock-in. 

 

 Find funding for a designated trained school 
safety officer for every school in Nebraska. 

 

 Ask every police department in Nebraska to 
contribute as much time as possible to be a 
presence in our schools. 

 

 Add metal detectors or wands for the port of 
entry in all Nebraska schools. 

 

 Encourage citizens to speak out for what is 
needed to protect our children instead of 
standing back and quietly waiting for 
someone else to act. 

 

These are suggestions from one teacher and caring 

citizen.  It is our Constitutional right and obligation to 

speak out and share our ideas to help protect our 

schools.  We all need to become involved. 

 

We must get real.  We must get ready in Nebraska.  

Our children are our most precious asset.  They are 

counting on us to take action to protect them. 

 
Trump Faces Dnger 

 

 
 

  



Guns and Jeff Fortenberry 
By George Wolf 
 

In the wake of the mid-February slaughter of 
seventeen people and the wounding of fourteen 
others at Parkland, Florida’s Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School by a nineteen-year-old armed 
with an AR-15 semi-automatic assault rifle, our 
First District Congressman Jeff Fortenberry broke 
his recent silence about guns in his February 23rd 
“Fort Report.” Rather than face the issue of gun 
violence head on, Jeff opens with a bucolic tale of a 
January hunting trip he undertook on the farm of a 
western Nebraska friend fortified with the 12-
gauge Remington shotgun his mom gave him for his 
fourteenth birthday. The story’s high point is his 
shooting a goose, “it was a big one,” that fell “across 
two river channels on an island.” Jeff is silent about 
what happened to the goose—whether wounded 
and left to die, or killed outright, or, in either case, 
left unretrieved.   

“For most Nebraskans,” Jeff informs us, “guns 
are an integrated part of habits of culture,” and 
“most everyone respects the right to responsible 
gun ownership.” Does “most Nebraskans” include 
most of the two-thirds of us who now live in 
metropolitan counties? Does “guns” mean all guns, 
including semi-automatic assault rifles? Are “habits 
of culture” always benign? On these matters Jeff is 
silent.   

Moving to the core of his “Report,” Jeff 
acknowledges “the anguish, heartbreak—and 
anger—of the families and the Florida community 
so violently ripped apart”—by what? A nineteen-
year-old gunman discharging an AR-15 semi-
automatic assault rifle? Not at all, but by something 
more amorphous, more abstract—“by this 
catastrophe.” And the cause of this catastrophe? “A 
culture of violence”—Jeff’s grand evasion—“the 
glorification of death in media and entertainment, 
industries that profit from sick imagery.” However 
one may disdain with Jeff the glamorization of 
violence in popular culture, the fact remains that 
this is a global phenomenon, as true throughout 
much of the world as it is here; yet it in only in the 
US, where access to guns, including weapons that 
trigger massacres like those at Lakeland and 
Orlando, Columbine and Aurora, Las Vegas and 
Sandy Hook, is so free and easy. And it is only in the 
US where gun violence is off the charts.   

Jeff grants that “Congress should robustly 
address the issues at stake, but also resist 
politicizing responsible gun ownership.” How well 
has our congressman fared in addressing the issues 
at stake? Take a look at his recent record: 

In December of 2017 he voted with the 
Republican House majority to allow anyone 
living in a state that permits its inhabitants to carry 
concealed guns to do so in cities, like Lincoln, and 
states with more restrictive gun laws, the orthodox 
National Rifle Association position.   

In February of 2017 he voted with the 
Republican House majority to revoke a regulation 
banning mentally impaired people from owning 
guns, another NRA position. 

And in June of 2015, shortly after the 
Charleston church shootings, Jeff voted with the 
Republican majority on the House Appropriations 
Committee to continue banning the Centers for 
Disease Control from undertaking research on gun 
violence, yet another position supported by the 
NRA.   

All told, for voting the way the NRA wishes, the 
organization has awarded Congressman 
Fortenberry with a sterling grade of A. 

How we can engage, as Jeff says we should, in “a 
serious national discussion on the root causes of 
violence” when he votes to forbid the CDC from 
studying how gun violence can be prevented is 
something else our current First District 
Congressman is silent about.   

It’s well past time for Jeff to level with his 
constituents about practical measures to reduce 
immediately the possibility of still more 
recurrences of the mass shootings that have 
become habits of our culture. For starts, these are 
things we should know: 

Does Jeff Fortenberry support abolishing the 
sale of semi-automatic assault rifles? If not, why 
not? 

Does Jeff Fortenberry support making gun sale 
background checks universal, free of loopholes, and 
deepening them? If not, why not? 

Does Jeff Fortenberry support limiting all gun 
sales to people aged twenty-one years or older? If 
not, why not? 

Is Jeff Fortenberry ready to reinstate the 
regulation preventing mentally impaired people 
from owning guns? If not, why not? 

Asking such questions undoubtedly violates 
what Jeff considers “politicizing responsible gun 
ownership.”  Be that as it may, his constituents 
have every right to demand to know what he means 
to do right now, while he’s bravely laboring away in 
his fantasy world to reverse what he sees as “the 
disintegration of community and its authority to 
correct and guide, as well as the loss of formative 
institutions of family life and faith life.” It’s time for 
Jeff to stop evading what needs to be done. It’s time 
for Jeff to end his idolatry of guns.  



In My Humble Opinion 
By John Atkeison, Associate Chair 
Lancaster County Democratic Party 

jatkeison@gmail.com     

ometimes we have to give people credit 

for what they accomplish, whether they 

openly claim it or not. 

This month I have in mind some of our own 

dear members of the Lancaster County 

Democratic Party Central Committee. 

What they may have sparked is an actual 

interest in the actual Robert’s Rules of Order 

Newly Revised (RONR) that our own bylaws 

cite as authority. We have been lucky to have 

had the advice of Tom Green, although he 

refuses to describe himself as a 

parliamentarian.  As it happens, some other 

members of the CC who have often cited 

standards for when motions are proper and so 

forth have shown themselves to be lacking in 

understanding of RONR. 

That lack of understanding is particularly true 

when it comes to the intent of RONR. What 

many of us have come to regard as a way for 

smarty pants people to manipulate rules to get 

their way in a meeting is actually a well 

thought out way to conduct meetings fairly and 

in an open spirit and with efficiency. 

Becoming better users of our bylaws and 

RONR is important to our future and, In My 

Humble Opinion, our survival. 

What is the point of having a meeting? 

To coordinate, share information. To bring 

members into the same room to form bonds. 

To make decisions. To deliberate, to think out 

loud, to arrive at solutions to problems! 

Otherwise, we could just hit the bar at 6:30 or 

7:00 p.m. instead, right? Not that some 

decisions haven’t been made there as well. 

I hope I have stressed in my columns that 

culture, organizational culture, is the most 

important thing. Our attitude towards each 

other is what will determine our relationships 

and will determine how we implement rules 

and bylaws. 

Some questions are in order.  Isn’t it obvious 

when members use the meetings and their 

rules just to get their way? Isn’t it obvious 

when those in a meeting who have a big ego 

insist on getting their way just for that reason? 

Haven’t we seen that ultimate organization 

wrecker, the bully, wade through a meeting and 

do great damage to an organization? 

It takes years to create or change an 

organizational culture, a set of standards, a set 

of expectations. And while a very few people 

can hurt an organization badly and corrode its 

spirit, creating or maintaining a positive 

culture can only be done by the members. 

I’m not at all fond of telling history as a series 

of legends of Great Men. I am even less in favor 

of saying that one or two individuals can “save 

us.” It ain’t gonna happen. You have to do it. 

 

S 
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Observations of a Newcomer 
By Jerry Kurth 

 
Becoming a member of the LCDP is both a 

new and, somewhat an old experience. Involved in 
campaigns during the ‘60s and ‘70s, I was witness to 
and involved in some major party squabbles. The 
differences seemed to be between old Democrats and 
newer Democrats. Some of you might remember the 
birth of the New Democratic Coalition which 
emerged from these differences. However, the Party 
tried to heal but lost to Nixon. That capped the end of 
my active involvement in Party matters except for 
voting and minor support in various campaigns. It 
was time for career redevelopment. 

Joining the LCDP in 2017 was prompted by 
conscience. Just watching Missouri and Nebraska 
turn more red was agonizing to just watch as was the 
occupation of the White House by lying, pro-Russian 
anti-American forces. Active involvement is much 
more soothing to the conscience than just 
observation. Something akin to dèjá vu; the petty 
squabbles, the egomaniacal power-grabbing, lying, 
back-stabbing and self-indulgent yammering is 
disgusting, counter-productive, and unworthy of a 
party of the people that is working to replace those 
who are destroying the state, the country and the 
livelihood of the people.   

I am not so naive as to think that civil 
discourse and vigorous debates of issues and 
candidates should not occur. Quite the opposite, that 
energy should be directed at our opponents of the 
other party, not at each other. At our last central 
committee meeting, some destructive forces seem to 
lose sight of the fact that we are Democrats working 
for the good of our fellow citizens, not just our own 
selfish desires for power, control and notoriety. 
I remain committed to working within the party for 
our chosen candidates; to vigorously debating the 
issues, supporting my choice of candidates and 
striving for unity within our Democratic Party. If you 
believe, at any time, I am reneging on this 
commitment, please bring it to my attention.  

2018 Patriots’ Dinner 

 
Pictures on these two pages are from the 2018 Patriots’ 

Dinner, held March 4 at the Cornhusker Marriott Hotel. 

 

 
L to R: Jane Egan, Jerry Kurth, John Atkeison, 

Emma Craig, Shirl Mora James, Luci Turner, 

Dick Turner, John Markey. 
 

 
Sue Martin. 

 

 
Jane Raybould. 



 
 

 

 
Dennis Crawford. 

 

 
Dave Domina, Bob Krist. 

 

 
 

 

 
Jessica McClure. 

 

 
Dave Domina, Mechelle Skywalker. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

                                               

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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