
  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Candidates for Office - 2018 Statewide Election 

By Jim Johnson 

Note: Except in extraordinary circumstances, the County Party does not take sides in contested races between non-incumbent 

Democrats. Candidates are listed below in alphabetical order by last name. 

US Senator 

Chris Janicek, 405 N. 40th St, Omaha 68131 

Larry Marvin, 635 N. Main St Ste 222, Fremont 68025 

Jane Raybould, 3015 S 20th St, Lincoln 68502 

Frank Svoboda, 2030 Surfside Dr, Lincoln 68528 

US House of Representatives 

Dennis Crawford, 135 Lakewood Dr, Lincoln 68510 

Jessica McClure, 3121 Wildbriar Ln, Lincoln 68516 

Governor 

Tyler Davis, 3502 Lake St Apt 211, Omaha 68111 

Bob Krist, 7365 N. 122nd Avenue Cir, Omaha 68142 

Vanessa Gayle Ward, 635 S. 50th Ave, Omaha 68106 

Secretary of State 

Spencer Danner, 15931 Yates St, Omaha 68116 

Auditor of Public Accounts 

Jane Skinner, 4651 Douglas St, Omaha 68132 

Attorney General 

Evangelos Argyrakis, 1116 S 35th Ave, Omaha 68105 

Public Service Commissioner 
District 1 

John Atkeison, 2601 N 44th St Unit 101, Lincoln 68504 

Christa Yoakum, 330 NW 13th St, Lincoln 68528 

Southeast Community College Board of Governors 

District 3 

Michael Hendricksen, 1640 N 52nd St, Lincoln 68505 

District 4 

Jim Garver, 815 Elmwood Ave, Lincoln 68510 

District 5 

Joe Skopp, 5410 Troon Dr, Lincoln 68526 

Arlyn Uhrmacher, 3220 Sheridan Blvd, Lincoln 68502 

Ellen Weissinger, 5330 New Castle Rd, Lincoln 68516 

Nebraska State Legislature 

District 26 

Matt Hansen, 6230 Glendale Rd, Lincoln 68505 

District 28 

Patty Pansing Brooks, 1925 Dakota St, Lincoln 68502 

District 30 

Don Schuller, 9415 East Sage Rd, Wymore 68466 

District 46 

Adam Morfeld, 1240 N. 33rd, Lincoln 68503 

Lancaster County Commissioner 

District 1 

Sean Flowerday, 2901 A Unit 106, Lincoln 68510 

District 5 

Rick Vest, 2145 Gunnison Dr, Lincoln 68521 

Lower Platte South NRD 

District 3 

Vern Barrett, 1909 County Rd E, Ceresco 68017 

District 5 

Bruce Johnson, 254 West Lakeshore Dr, Lincoln 68528 

District 6 

Deborah Eagan, 2021 Indigo Ct, Lincoln 68521 

District 7 

Luke Peterson, 2520 R St Apt 1, Lincoln 68503 

District 8, two-year term 

Dan Steinkruger, 7435 Whitestone Dr, Lincoln 68516 

District 8, four-year term 

Tom Green, 710 Wedgewood Dr, Lincoln 68510 

District 10 

Karen Amen, 3220 Joy Ct, Lincoln 68502 

At Large 

David Landis, 4810 S 44th St, Lincoln 68516 

Lancaster County Clerk 

Dan Nolte, 1853 Otoe, Lincoln 68502 

Lancaster County Public Defender 

Joe Nigro, 1905 Dover Ct, Lincoln 68506 

Lancaster County Treasurer 

Rachel Garver, PO Box 84154, Lincoln 68501 

Andrew Stock, 3629 S 19th St, Lincoln 68502 

Mayor of Hickman 

Douglas Hanson, 905 Larkspur Dr, Hickman 68372 

Hickman City Council 

John Meese, 811 Maple Ct, Hickman 68372 

Waverly City Council, Ward 2 
William Gerdes, 14311 Eastbourne St, Waverly 68462 

Waverly School Board, Ward 3 

Scott Claycomb, 1368 Percheron Dr, Eagle 68347 

Norris School Board 

Ward 2 

Patty Benzinger, 17005 S 54th St, Hickman 68372 

Ward 4 

Jim Craig, 108 E 7th St, Panama 68419 

Malcolm School Board 

Verle Finke, 8600 NW 126th St, Malcolm 68402 

Palmyra School Board 

Susan Steward, 798 N 10th St, Palmyra 68418 

Panama Board of Trustees 

Jim Craig, 108 E 7th St, Panama 68419  
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Notes from the Chair 

Jane Egan 

 
Spring officially 

arrived March 20th, but 
old man winter has not 
let up his grip. In spite of 
the cold weather, our 
candidates continue to 
work hard canvassing 
door to door, calling 

voters and holding fundraising events. Candidate 
yard signs are springing up everywhere across the 
county even though the daffodils have not come out 
of hiding. You can learn who is running for statewide 
and county offices by going to 
nebraskademocrats.org and clicking on the 
Electeds/Candidates tab. Our new county website 
will go live April 14th as I explain later and will be a 
resource to voters seeking information about all 
things related to the county party, our events and 
candidates. 
 May 15th is the Nebraska primary and 
general election day is November 6th. It is important 
that voters spend time now learning who the 
candidates are and where they stand on the issues. 
Some candidates have websites and or Facebook 
pages that will help you learn about their positions. It 
will require a little more effort to contact candidates 
that are not using these tools. But don't let that deter 
you. Go ahead and call them. Find out where they are 
holding events you can attend. You can also go to 
the Lancaster County Democratic Party Facebook 
group page to find candidate events. The only way to 
put a check on the Republicans one party rule is to 
support and elect Democrats up and down the ballot. 
Do your part by researching, supporting and voting 
for Democrats. 
 "We are facing one of the most critical 
elections in modern American history" says Mindy 
Myers, Executive Director of the Democrat Senatorial 
Campaign Committee (DSCC) in a recent fund-
raising letter I received. I couldn't agree more. 
Democrats are faced with defending more incumbent 
Senate seats than the Republicans. Gerrymandering 
and voter suppression over the last 30 years has 
resulted in Republican majorities across the 
country. Democrats must work harder and smarter 
than ever before to overcome the GOP's ill-gotten 
political advantage.  

Democrats have been energized and engaged 
since the 2016 election to have a truly progressive 
response to the crises we face nationally and 
locally. Democrats are running in historically high 

numbers for local, state and federal office. More 
women than ever before have stepped up to run for 
elected office and are finding support among diverse 
groups of voters. We must replace Republicans with 
Democratic leaders who will support initiatives to 
strengthen our public educational systems and who 
will support living wages for our teachers, labor 
unions and working families. We must elect 
Democratic leaders who will legislate to protect our 
air, land and water resources. We must elect 
Democratic leaders who will fight against poverty, 
racism, voter suppression and gerrymandering of 
voting districts. We must elect Democratic leaders 
who will protect the reproductive rights of women. 
We must elect Democratic leaders who will ensure 
that Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid are 
protected from privatization or outright dissolution 
by right wing ideologues. We must elect Democratic 
leaders that support rational gun control laws and 
ban automatic military style weapons. We have our 
work cut out for us. But if we send a "blue wave" of 
Democratic leaders to counter the misguided 
and backward thinking of bought and paid 
for Republicans, we can win in 2018! 
 We have some very important dates coming 
up soon. Mark your calendars and plan to attend 
these events.  

Our county convention will be held June 2, 
2018 at the Southeast Community College. 
Registration is from 12 noon to 1:30 p.m. We gavel in 
at 1:30 p.m. and seat the delegates. This is your 
opportunity to go on to represent Lancaster County 
as a delegate at the state convention June 22-24 in 
Lincoln. We are providing the delegate application 
form in this newsletter. We will also have it on our 
new website by April 14th when we go live. We 
will elect a new slate of officers for the county party 
at our convention as well as legislative district 
leaders. Call us if you are interested in serving 
or have questions about any of these positions.  
 We will have a booth at the Lincoln Earth Day 
event on April 28th at the Union Plaza, 21st & P 
Streets, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. We will also have a 
booth at the Star City Pride Festival, June 2nd at the 
Journal Star tailgate lot at 9th & Q Streets, 2 p.m. to    
5 p.m. Stop by and say hello. Call our office if you 
would like to volunteer for a shift at one of these 
events. 
 Earlier I mentioned a new county party 
website. We are partnering with the Nebraska 
Democratic Party to piggyback onto their 
website. We will transition to their platform in the 
next week. You will still access us through 
www.lancastercountydemocrats.org and then 
be directed to our website via the state party 

http://nebraskademocrats.org/
http://www.lancastercountydemocrats.org/


platform. The new website will have more content 
and be more interactive. The state party has made 
great strides in developing and using technology 
by making their website interface with voters and 
volunteers easier and more informative. Now we will 
be taking advantage of it too. Timely information is 
vital to an educated electorate. 
 As you can see, we are always busy at the 
Lancaster County Democratic Party. We need you to 
be engaged with the county party to keep it strong 
and financially viable. The last two years have flown 
by, and I have enjoyed serving as your Chair. I will be 
a candidate for Chair for another two year term to 
keep the momentum going. Our financial condition 
has vastly improved over the last 2 years. The new 
Technology Committee is well on the way to 
providing the county party with the policies and 
technical support it needs now and into the future. 
The forums held before our central committee 
meetings have provided members and the public a 
way to make their voices directly heard. Other 
improvements have taken place that support our goal 
to elect Democrats. I ask for your continued 
support and for the support of all the other 
hardworking volunteers that have made it happen! 

REMEMBER! DEMOCRACY IS NOT A 
SPECATATOR SPORT. IT TAKES ALL OF US. GET 
OUT. GET ACTIVE. TAG! YOU ARE IT! 

 
 

  

 
 

2018 Lancaster County 
Election Calendar 

Primary Election May 15, 2018 
 

April 9 Early Voting By Mail begins 

April 16 Early Voting In Person begins 

April 30 Postmark Deadline for mailed-in 
voter registrations 

April 30, 
close of 
business 

Last day that voter registrations 
can be completed online at 
DMV/County Treasurer’s office  

April 30, 
6:00 pm 

Deadline for deputy registrars to 
register voters for Primary Election 

April 30, 
close of 
business 

Last day that voter registrations 
can be completed at State 
Agencies or Departments for the 
person to be registered to vote in 
Primary Election 

May 4 Last day for write-in candidates to 
file notarized affidavit and filing fee 
with filing officer 

May 4, 
6:00 p.m. 

Deadline for in-person voter 
registration at Election 
Commissioner’s office. 

May 4, 
close of 
business 

Last day to receive an application 
for Early Voting ballots to be 
mailed to a specific address 

May 14, 
7:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 
p.m. 

Last day for early voting in person 
at Election Commissioner’s office, 
601 N. 46th St. 

May 15 Statewide Primary Election 
Polls open 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Deadline for agent to pick up Early 
Voting ballot is 7:00 p.m.; Early 
Voting ballots must be returned to 
Election office by 8:00 p.m. 

 

Come Celebrate Primary Night 
with the 

Lancaster County Democrats 
at 
 

The Single Barrel 
130 N 10th ST 

Lincoln, NE 
Tuesday, May 15th 

7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
             

Come early and enjoy dinner from their delicious 

menu. Go to TheSingleBarrel.com or phone 

402-904-4631 to make your dinner reservations.  

 

http://www.thesinglebarrel.com/


 
 

 

Why I Said “No” to Corporate PAC Dollars 
By Jane Raybould, candidate for U.S. Senate 

 

Washington D.C. is broken and we need to stem 

the influence of secret money in our lawmaking and our 

elections. The biggest corporations prop up politicians 

and crush attempts at bipartisanship on everything from 

health care to tax reform. It’s sickening to witness the 

buying of votes on critical issues with corporate PAC 

checks and lobbyists trading favors for campaign 

contributions.  

 

In our grocery stores, doing a good job means 

respecting and listening to those who you serve first. I 

am running for the United States Senate to be a voice for 

Nebraskans—not for Wall Street or the biggest 

multinational corporations. My opponent, Senator Deb 

Fischer, has taken hundreds-of-thousands of dollars from 

corporate PACs. As she runs for re-election, less than six 

percent of her donations have come from low-dollar, 

grassroots contributors. Special interest groups, lobbyists 

and corporations are filling up Fischer’s re-election 

campaign coffers, buying her support for more corporate 

giveaways at the expense of Nebraska small businesses 

and families. 

 

It’s simple: my vote can’t be bought.  

 

It’s why I recently announced that I would not 

accept any campaign donations from corporate PACs. 

And I’m proud to report that End Citizens United, a 

national political group working to end the influence of 

Big Money in politics, who recently helped elect Doug 

Jones of Alabama and Conor Lamb of Pennsylvania, has 

endorsed my campaign. 

 

I’m humbled by the growing support for my 

campaign—a grassroots network which spans from the 

Panhandle to the Missouri River. It’s this grassroots 

network of hard-working Nebraskans who will show up 

to the polls in November, not big corporation executives 

or Wall Street bankers. I am working to earn the support 

of those I’ll serve: Nebraska families, farmers and 

seniors.  

 

We need to clean up Washington so that 

Nebraskans can have a voice again. The only way we  

are going to change what happens in Washington is by 

changing who we send there.  

 

### 

Jane Raybould, candidate for United States 

Senate, is a fourth-generation Nebraskan and a second-

generation grocer. Her family's business which she helps 

run, B&R Stores Inc. including Super Savers and Russ's 

Markets, employs more than 2,000 people across the 

state and was one of the Nebraska’s first employee-

owned companies. Raybould's campaign has boasted 

more than 3,000 individual donations in its first five 

months and continues to attract support from every 

corner of the state. 



 
 
Crawford for Congress on Social Security 
and Medicare 
 

One of the 
more pernicious 
talking points from 
the D.C. Republicans 
over the years has 
been their claim that 
Social Security and 
Medicare are going 
broke, and we can’t 
afford these 
programs. The right 
wing has been 

perpetrating this myth for years because they oppose 
these successful and popular programs. The 
Washington Republicans and their wealthy 
benefactors don’t want the American people to 
realize that government can help people and be a 
force for good. Just what kinds of predictions have 
the radical right been making about the future of 
Social Security and Medicare? Just how solvent are 
these programs? What can we do to make sure these 
programs will continue to be secure? 

Just one year after the passage of Social 
Security, during the heat of the 1936 Presidential 
campaign, GOP Presidential nominee Alf Landon said 
that “If the present compulsory insurance plan 
remains in force, our old people are only too apt to 
find the cupboard bare.” George W. Bush predicted in 
1978 that Social Security would go broke in 1988 
unless Congress privatized the system. Closer to 
home and more recently, Senator Ben Sasse claimed 
that “Entitlement reform must be addressed now 
before those programs, if not restructured, collapse 
of their own weight.” 

The Washington Republicans’ predictions 
about the future solvency of Medicare have been 
equally wrong. In 1983, Senator Pete Domenici 
Republican (R-NM) alleged that “Medicare can be 
bankrupt in 2 ½ years unless some way is found to 
put the brakes on its burgeoning costs.” In his 1986 
memoirs, former U.S. Senator Carl Curtis (R-NE) 
claimed that Medicare would be broke and unable to 
pay medical bills no later than 1991. The so-called 
“liberal mainstream media” has even got into the act. 
For example, the New York Times predicted in 1989 

that Medicare would “become insolvent in the next 
decade or so.” 

According to the Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities, Medicare’s Hospital Insurance Trust Fund 
will remain solvent, that is, being able to pay 100% of 
the costs of the hospital insurance coverage that 
Medicare provides through 2029. Even in 2029, when 
the Health Insurance Trust Fund is projected to be 
depleted, incoming payroll taxes and other revenue 
will be sufficient to pay 88% of Medicare hospital 
insurance costs. This shortfall will need to be closed 
through increasing revenues, reducing the growth in 
costs, or most likely a combination of both. 

The future prospect for Social Security is 
equally bright. At the present time, Social Security is 
in a position to pay all benefits owed until 2034. In 
the unlikely event no changes are made to Social 
Security in the next 16 years, this program will still 
be in a position to pay around 75% of all promised 
benefits. However, one modest change could keep 
Social Security viable for the next 75 years. If the 
Social Security cap was lifted and all earnings above 
$200,000.00 were subject to payroll tax, the Social 
Security Trust Fund would remain solvent until 2088. 

For decades, the Washington Republicans and 
their reactionary billionaire allies have falsely 
predicted the demise of Social Security and Medicare 
because these programs have been so successful. 
Thanks to these programs, the poverty rate for 
Americans over age 65 has been reduced from over 
50% to 9%. Due to Social Security and Medicare, 
most of our country’s senior citizens now enjoy a 
middle class standard of living or better. The radical 
right oppose these programs because they prove that 
government can work. 

The radical right’s “solutions” for Social 
Security and Medicare consist of privatizing them 
and turning them over to Wall Street and the health 
insurance industry, respectively. Representative Jeff 
Fortenberry has voted several times to end Medicare 
as we know it and turn it into a voucher program. 
The Fortenberry plan on Medicare would cost the 
average senior citizen an additional $6,000.00 in out 
of pocket medical expenses on an annual basis. 

I am running for Congress to protect Social 
Security and Medicare. Our senior citizens deserve a 
dignified retirement after a long life of hard work. I 
will oppose any attempt to privatize Social Security 
and Medicare. 

Jeff Fortenberry has put Trump and the 
special interests first. I am running to put Nebraska 
First, Nebraska Always. That is why I am running for 
Congress. 

  



 
 

The McClure 
campaign has been 
hard at work, focusing 
on making contact with 
voters and continuing 
to find out what issues 
are impacting CD1 
constituents the most. 
We traveled to Seward 
twice in March. One of  
our trips was an 
opportunity to meet 
voters at their homes to 

hear from them and the second was a meet and greet 
hosted by Mary Anne Holmes at Rue 6. In the coming 
weeks we will continue traveling throughout the 
district, including an April 21st trip to Bellevue 
where we will go door to door.  

We've had such great support from our 
network of volunteers! With the increase of volunteer 
turnout at our events, we have had to update to a 
larger office space to accommodate all of them! We 
moved into a new office space at Turbine Flats in 
March, and even with the bigger space, we are having 
to send some volunteers into a separate conference 
room! Our campaign team has made over 7000 voter 
contacts since we began calling and knocking doors 
in July. We continue to phone bank and knock doors 
several times a week in Lincoln. Our phone banks 
are on Monday and Wednesday evenings from 
4:30p.m.-7:30p.m. and we have weekly Lincoln 
canvasses on Saturdays from 12p.m.-4p.m..  

We would love to see you at some of our 
events! If you are interested in joining, please feel 
free to drop in during our scheduled phone banks or 
canvasses, or get in contact with Sydney Butler any 
time; she would love to talk with you about ways to 
get involved with Team McClure! She can be reached 
at 402-450-1085 or at sydney.butler@doane.edu. 
You can also keep up with what we are up to 
at jessicamcclureforcongress.com or by checking out 
our Facebook page (where we keep all our events up 
to date) at Jessica McClure for Congress.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

“Everybody can be great. Because 
anybody can serve. You don’t have to 
have a college degree to serve. You 
don’t have to make your subject and 
your verb agree to serve…. You don’t 
have to know the second theory of 
thermodynamics in physics to serve. 
You only need a heart full of grace. A 
soul generated by love.”   

- Martin Luther King, Jr. 

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise 
in democracy. You vote in elections 
once a year, but when you volunteer, 
you vote every day about the kind of 
community you want to live in.” 
                              - Author Unknown 

“Wherever you turn, you can find 
someone who needs you. Even if it is 
a little thing, do something for which 
there is no pay but the privilege of 
doing it. Remember, you don’t live in 
the world all of your own.” 
                             - Albert Schweitzer 

mailto:sydney.butler@doane.edu
http://www.jessicamcclureforcongress.com/


 

 
 
Lancaster County Democrats, 
 

My name is Rick Vest and I’m honored to 
announce that I am your Democratic candidate for 
District 5 of the Lancaster County Board of 
Commissioners. Although my primary is uncontested, 
my race is picking up steam. I’ll need your help to 
build up a winning campaign in time for the 
November elections.  

 
Right now, Democrats are poised to do what 

many have called impossible: We are on the verge of 
taking the majority on the Lancaster County Board in 
2018. If Sean Flowerday and I are able to join Jennifer 
Brinkman as Commissioners, Lancaster County will 
have Democratic majorities on both the Lincoln City 
Council and County Board. This is an historic 
opportunity to champion our Democratic values in 
local government. We can’t afford to miss this 
chance!  
  

Growing up in Nebraska, I learned many of 
our common values, like integrity, responsibility for 
myself, and respect for others. These are the values 
that make Nebraska a great place to live and raise a 
family. My work for Burlington Northern Railroad 
taught me how to work with others, even when we 
had different perspectives; and my years as a 
Mediator showed me how to bring parties together 

despite their disputes. All my skills and experiences 
have prepared me to succeed as a County 
Commissioner.  
 
 I’m running for Commissioner to bring 
consensus, common sense, and community values to 
the County Board. We have an opportunity here to 
build a bright future for Lancaster County. But I can’t 
do it without your help.  
 
 Yard signs. Phone banks. Fundraisers. Ads. 
Neighborhood canvasses. All of these are the 
ingredients of a successful campaign. But none of 
them are possible without the time, talent, and 
donations of engaged community members. If we’re 
going to fulfill this historic opportunity, we’ll all need 
to pitch in to win this election. That’s why I’m inviting 
you to become an honorary member of the #VoteVest 
campaign by visiting VoteVest.com/join. I’m counting 
on your help to turn Lancaster County blue in 
November. 

 
I’m confident we can make history, because 

when we stick together, we win together. Now, let’s 
go out and build a bright future for our community!  

 
Humbly, 
Rick Vest  
rick@VoteVest.com 
facebook.com/VoteVest 
  
 
 
 
 

 
  
  
  

http://votevest.com/join
mailto:rick@VoteVest.com
http://facebook.com/VoteVest


 
 

The Right Qualifications Matter 
By Rachel Garver, Candidate for Lancaster 
County Treasurer 
 

Anyone      
can say they have 
experience. Some 
people have a 
degree, but is it a 
relevant degree for 
the job they seek? 
Some people have 
experience, but is it 
the right experience 
for the job? 

 
Running for 

office is essentially 
applying for a job— 
a job that is hired by 
the voters. The 

voters wisely look at the qualifications of candidates. 
They determine if a candidate is qualified, has 
enough pertinent experience, the moral integrity and 
the dedication    to serve the public honestly and 
transparently. 

 
 It’s easy for candidates to say they have the 

qualifications and experience for a position. Most of 
Lancaster County’s elected administrative offices 
require relevant education and experience, including 
the County Engineer, the County Attorney, the Public 
Defender, and the County Assessor. Not so with the 
County Treasurer, an office handling over 600 million 
dollars of precious taxpayer resources each year.  

 
Wow! When I needed to have my hips 

replaced, I didn't go to just anyone, I went to an 
experienced orthopedic surgeon. When my car is on 
the blink, I didn’t just mosey on down the street and 
knock on my neighbor’s door, I went to an educated, 
certified auto mechanic.  

 
The Treasurer is the primary person in the 

county responsible for billing and collecting taxes. It’s 
a position calling for relevant education and lengthy 
experience in the field of Business Administration. 

The residents of Lancaster County deserve 
competent leadership in the Treasurer’s Office.   

 
I have worked in the University of Nebraska-

Lincoln’s Student Accounts for over 24 years. I am 
responsible for billing and collecting on those student 
accounts. Currently, there are over 26,000 registered 
students. Last year, over 400 million dollars in 
charges were billed out.  

 
I have the relevant experience for the Country 

Treasurer’s job. I have a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration from Nebraska Wesleyan 
University -- a very relevant degree for one applying 
for the Country Treasurer’s job. 
  
For more details on my campaign platform to: 
Restore Leadership 
Champion Technology to Better Serve the Public 
Ensure Fiscal & Ethical Integrity in the County 
Treasurer’s Office 
 
 Look over my newly updated website: 
www.RachelForTreasurer.com 

 
I am running for Lancaster County Treasurer 

because the people of my community need someone 
who has the relevant qualifications of experience, 
education and integrity for the job. I feel it is my 
obligation to give of myself and my talents to my 
community. It is my calling and I would be honored 
to serve you as Lancaster County’s Treasurer. I will 
need your vote on Election Day to make it so. 
  

http://www.rachelfortreasurer.com/


 
 
 

 
 
Fellow Democrats, 
 

I’m running for Lancaster County Treasurer, 
as is my primary opponent, Rachel Garver. The 
primary election is on May 15th and early voting 
begins April 16th. Democrats have a great chance to 
win this office in November, which means it’s really 
important that voters put some thought into which 
Democrat better represents their values. There are 
real policy differences between us and in this open 
letter, I’ll highlight two of them.  
 

Ms. Garver wants to require county 
treasurers to have an undergraduate degree in 
Business or a related field—which, of course, would 
require a change to state law. She explained her 
policy position on the “Our Street” radio show, KZUM 
3/26/18. I think this is a really bad idea. Consider the 
following list of people, only one of whom would be 
qualified for county treasurer under the “Garver 
Standard”: Hillary Clinton, Chris Beutler, Ben Nelson, 
Patty Pansing Brooks, Joe Biden, Jane Raybould, 
Barack Obama, and Rachel Garver. From that list of 
exceptionally qualified men and women, only Rachel 

Garver would meet her own “Garver Standard.” Even 
more surprisingly, she’s the only one on the list who 
hasn’t earned an advanced degree.  
 

In short, I believe it would be highly 
inappropriate for our next county treasurer to be 
lobbying for changes to state law that would 
primarily benefit the county treasurer herself 
(protecting her from future election competition). 
This is not the way to restore trust to a treasurer’s 
office that has been plagued by self-serving behavior.  
 

I want to make changes to the treasurer’s 
office that would benefit the people of Lancaster 
County. If elected, I’ll get rid of the DMV’s credit card 
and debit card fees (does not include property tax 
fees). Ms. Garver is on record saying she’ll keep the 
fees in place (KZUM, 3/26/18). Here are three good 
reasons to get rid of the fees: 1) The DMV’s credit and 
debit card fees unfairly punish citizens who do their 
DMV business online. 2) For those who prefer to go 
into the brick and mortar DMV, lines will move faster 
if fewer people are writing checks. And 3) This isn’t 
some radical idea that’s never been tried. The DMVs 
in progressive communities like Denver, Colorado 
and Portland, Oregon dropped these fees years ago. 
Call me crazy, but I think the residents of Lancaster 
County deserve the same.  
 

Lancaster County Treasurer is an important 
and powerful post. Please consider your choice 
carefully and then… Go vote! 
 
See you at the polls! 
 
Andrew Stock 
Democratic Candidate for Lancaster County 
Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
John Atkeison is a self-made man in the 

working class sense. He has received his training on 

the job as well as in University classrooms. In 2003 he 

gave up a career in software development to focus on 

public education and organizing around the issue of 

global warming. The greenhouse gas pollution that 

traps heat on earth that used to radiate into space 

causes climate change, which is warping climates in 

an extremely dangerous way. While he is a life-long 

activist in areas of peace, gender equity, racial justice, 

immigration, trade unions and others, his history of 

formal public service formally begins with that change 

of career. 

John has been a campaigner, publicist, and 

lobbyist in the energy policy arena. Global Warming 

and the resulting climate changes have been his 

primary focus. John has worked professionally as a 

campaign manager at the congressional level, a 

publisher, and an information technology consultant. 

He has served as a volunteer television producer for 

the cable news magazine GreenViews and volunteer 

producer for the troupe Climate Action Theatre, both 

of which he initiated. He has also served as a speaker 

for community education and organizing efforts, a 

union negotiator, and a small business owner. He was 

a candidate for City Council back East. He served as 

Director of Climate and Clean Energy programs at the 

Alliance for Affordable Energy in New Orleans and 

was a sales manager for Mage Solar, a German solar 

power hardware manufacturer.  He recently served as 

Energy Policy Director at Nebraska Wildlife 

Federation and as a writer and speaker at the Nebraska 

Farmers Union.  He founded EnergyLinc in order to 

organize house parties and other events where 

neighbors can discuss the impact of global warming 

on their communities. John arrived in Lincoln via the 

Gulf Coast, Washington DC, Los Angeles and 

Philadelphia. 

 

No Substitute For 

Experience 

I’m trained and experienced. I'm ready to go, 
and ready to represent people like you and me. 

Elect 
John Atkeison 

to the PSC! 
www.JohnForPSC.com  

And on Facebook

 
Atkeison for PSC, 2601 N 44th St, Lincoln 68504 

http://www.johnforpsc.com/


 
 
Friends and fellow Democrats, 
 
 As early voting approaches, my campaign for 
the Public Service Commission is going full speed 
ahead! Through community forums, news articles, 
and word of mouth, this race is receiving more public 
interest than it ever has before. 2018 is an historic 
opportunity to bring our Democratic values to the 
Public Service Commission. I want to ask you to 
support my campaign however you can.  
 

When I first announced my candidacy, I made 
it clear that I was running for one reason: to put 
people first on the Public Service Commission. That 
pledge has been my inspiration through this entire 
campaign and shapes all of my policy priorities. As 
our next Public Service Commissioner, I’ll put people 
first by:  

 
 Ensuring economic opportunity and 

clearing a path for family businesses to 
succeed  

 Engaging in responsible oversight to 
protect the rights of landowners, consumers, 
and families  

 Preventing the seizure of private land for 
corporate profit  

 Preserving our State’s greatest resources: 
Our land, water, and communities  

 Expanding equal access to affordable and 
reliable internet 

 Implementing the Next Generation 911 
system fairly and efficiently 

 Supporting fixed and low income 
Nebraskans  
 
For more information on my policy priorities, 

you can connect with me at 
ChristaForNE.com/Christas-Pledge or 
facebook.com/ChristaForNE.  
  

The PSC is so much more than one issue. 
Through its decisions on public safety, internet 
access, and natural resource preservation, it will 

truly shape the future of our state. Everyone, no 
matter where they live or how much they make, 
deserves a clean environment, a safe community, and 
21st-century opportunities. As Commissioner, I’ll 
work to secure those rights for all Nebraskans.  

 
We Democrats have always been strong 

advocates for these goals. With your help, we can 
bring our values to the Public Service Commission. 
Now is the time to contribute however you can! My 
campaign is always in need of more volunteers to 
contact voters and distribute yard signs. 

 
Can I count on you? Sign up to help at 

ChristaForNE.com/volunteer.  
 
Together, let’s Put People First!  
 

All the best, 
Christa  
 

 
 

  

http://christaforne.com/Christas-Pledge
http://facebook.com/ChristaForNE
http://christaforne.com/volunteer


An Unsung Champion of the American 
Labor Movement 
By John Kretzschmar  
 

Dr. Martin Luther King is simultaneously one 
of the most beloved and controversial historical 
figures of the twentieth century.   

April 4, 2018 marks the 50th anniversary of 
his assassination in Memphis, Tennessee.  He was 
there to support a strike called by the city’s sanitation 
workers to form a public sector union.  Dr. King was 
killed the day before he could march with those 
sanitation workers and their allies to protest the 
injustice of dangerous working conditions.  Twelve 
days after his assassination, the city recognized the 
American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME) local union, and began 
negotiating a labor contract.   

Dr. King understood that we are all part of the 
same human tapestry.  In 1961 he noted that, “we 
must all learn to live together as brothers [and 
sisters], or we will all perish as fools.”   He recognized 
the importance of introducing meaningful democracy 
to the nation’s workplaces both private and public.   

Dr. King is publicly-honored, annually, on the 
anniversary of his birth.  He is remembered as a Civil 
Rights icon, who “walked his talk.”  It is less widely 
known and appreciated that he was arrested 29 
times during his lifetime for protesting unjust laws.  
He openly spoke in opposition to the Vietnam War.  
He understood that building movements required the 
building of coalitions.  He knew the power of labor 
unions in improving the quality of life for all who sell 
their intelligence, experience, and strength to 
employers in order to earn a living.   

In 1961, when addressing the AFL-CIO Dr. 
King said, “History is a great teacher. Now everyone 
knows that the labor movement did not diminish the 
strength of the nation but enlarged it. By raising the 
living standards of millions, labor miraculously 
created a market for industry and lifted the whole 
nation to undreamed of levels of production. Those 
who attack labor forget these simple truths, but 
history remembers them.”   In Dr. King’s world 
economic and social justice were intertwined.  As the 
graphic images of the 1960s remind us, it is 
important to be able to sit at a lunch counter and 
order a meal.  Equally important is the ability to pay 
for the meal once it comes.     

Organized labor, while far from perfect, 
understood that divide and conquer strategies often 
promulgated by employers hurt the ability of 
working women and men to build the solidarity 
needed to create a world that honored economic and 
social justice.  The many unions that made up the 

Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) prided 
themselves on their “we’re all in this together” 
attitude.  In Omaha, former UNO faculty member 
William C. Pratt wrote about how the local chapter of 
the United Packinghouse Workers of America elected 
people of color and women to its leadership during 
the 1940s and 1950s.   

The 1963 March for Jobs and Freedom, 
perhaps best known for Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech was the idea of A. Philip Randolph, who was 
also a great champion of civil rights and unionization.  
Mr. Randolph was the first African American to serve 
on the Executive Board of the American Federation of 
Labor-Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-
CIO).   He believed that the march was a prerequisite 
to building the political will required to pass what 
became the 1964 Civil Rights Act.   

In 1968, Dr. King put the challenge facing the 
nation this way, “The United States is substantially 
challenged to demonstrate that it can abolish not only 
racism but the scourge of poverty of whites as well as 
Negroes and the horrors of war that transcend national 
borders and involve all mankind.”  Organized labor 
understands that challenge is still before us fifty years 
later.   

 
 
 
 
 

  

COMMITTEES 

 

All Lancaster County Democratic Party committees 

meet at the County Party office, 830 L St., Lincoln. 

Central Committee membership is not required for 

participation. Volunteers are welcome. 

 

Candidate Services – Last Wed. each month, 7:00 p.m. 

Jen Seaman, Chair, jen.seaman@doane.edu  

Fundraising – 2nd Wed. each month, 7:30 p.m.  

 John Markey, Chair, JMarkey265@gmail.com  

History – last Tues. Feb., May, Aug., Nov., 7:00 p.m. 

 Jean Sanders, jsanders@neb.rr.com   

Issues – 2nd Tues. each month, 7:00 p.m.  

 Ken Snyder, Chair, neilsen01@windstream.net 

Membership – 2nd Mon., each month, 7:00 p.m. 

 Maryjo Shibata, Chair, mjes627@gmail.com  

Public Relations – 1st Tues. each month, 5:30 p.m. 

 Jim Johnson, Chair, jimjohnson@neb.rr.com  

Technology – 2nd Sat. each month, 11:00 a.m. 

 James Baldus, Chair, jhbaldus@gmail.com  

mailto:jen.seaman@doane.edu
mailto:JMarkey265@gmail.com
mailto:jsanders@neb.rr.com
mailto:neilsen01@windstream.net
mailto:mjes627@gmail.com
mailto:jimjohnson@neb.rr.com
mailto:jhbaldus@gmail.com


NRA History 
By Cathy Tallon 
 

1The NRA was founded in 1871 by two civil 
war veterans who were unhappy about the average 
soldiers’ marksmanship or rather their lack of 
marksmanship. They created the NRA to promote 
rifle shooting on a scientific basis and organized 
shooting matches.  

In the early 1930s with gangsters using 
machine guns on the streets, Congress held hearings 
to restrict firearm sales. The President of the NRA at 
that time was Karl Frederick, a sharpshooter with 
three gold medals in the Olympics. He was 
considered by some to be the best shot in America.  

Frederick said, “I have never believed in the 
general practice of carrying weapons. I do not believe 
in the general promiscuous toting of guns. I think it 
should be sharply restricted and only under license.” 
Frederick also said he seldom carried a weapon. 
However, Frederick had his limits. President Franklin 
Roosevelt was pushing the National Firearms Act of 
1934 calling for registering, taxing and restricting 
access to machine guns and sawed off shotguns as 
well as pistols. Frederick was willing to deal on the 
big guns, but not the small guns. He also argued 
against fingerprinting gun owners claiming car 
owners were a more criminal body and they weren’t 
fingerprinted. He also said the issue of self-defense 
and guns lies in an enlightened public sentiment and 
intelligent legislation action, not the Constitution. He 
believed people had a right to bear arms, but there is 
also a place for reasonable regulations.  

Until the 1970s, the NRA worked with the 
federal government on regulations even after the 
assassinations of JFK, Robert Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King. In 1968, Congress passed a law 
restricting mail order guns and restricting gun 
ownership from felons, mentally ill and drug abusers. 
The NRA fought against a national registration of 
guns.  

In the late 1970s, a more conservative faction 
(including Wayne La Pierre) took over the NRA. The 
NRA board consists of 75 individuals who serve three 
year terms. The board selects the President and one 
or more Vice Presidents, a secretary and a treasurer. 
In 2015, 71 board members were White and 65 were 
male. Most nominations to the board are vetted by a 
nine member Nominating Committee. This 
committee is appointed; the appointment process is 
not public.  

According to La Pierre, the NRA membership 
in May 2013 exceeded 5 million. Mother Jones 
questioned this number saying that in 2008, the NRA 
claimed both three million and 4.3 million members. 

Journalist Osha Gray Davidson suggested that the 
NRA didn’t remove deceased members from the 
books to inflate membership numbers. A Pew 
Research Center Study done in 2017 said 14 million 
Americans considered themselves members or 
strong supporters.  

In 2010, the NRA reported 227.8 million in 
revenues and 243.5 million in expenses. (Yes, I see 
revenues are less than expenses, but that is what it 
said in the article.) Less than half the income is from 
membership dues and program fees. Corporate 
donors include a variety of companies such as 
outdoor supply businesses, sporting goods 
companies and firearm manufacturers. From 2005-
2011, the NRA reportedly received 14.8 million from 
50 firearm related firms. In 2008, Beretta donated 
over two million. In 2012, Smith & Wesson gave more 
than one million and Sturm, Ruger & Co donated a 
dollar for each gun sold in May 2011 – May 2012. 

 
1Sources include NRA on the Record; Wikipedia and 
the Washington Post (Michael Rosenwald: The NRA 
Once Believed in Gun Control).  
 
According to Adam Winkler (author of Gunfight: The 
Battle Over the Right to Bear Arms in America), the 
NRA had been moderate on the issues of guns 
throughout its history. A role the NRA no longer 
plays.  
 

Letter to the Editor

 
 

How many times have we gone into the voting 

booth, looked at the ballot, and said, “What does the 

Public Service Commission do? How does the County 

Treasurer’s office affect my life? Why should I care who 

the Secretary of State is?” 

Many times we don't vote AT ALL for people 

on the lower half of the ballot. 

WHY? Because we don't know anything about 

the office, or the people running for that office. 

Here's my challenge to ALL Democratic 

candidates. When you talk to people, or address a group, 

don't assume they know what your office does, and how 

it affects their life. Find out what is important to them. 

Then when they enter the voting booth, they will know 

why they are voting for you. 

We can make a HUGE difference in November, 

if we let the people know who we are, and that we care 

about them and their lives. 

God Bless all of you and the United States of 

America. 

 

Jim Miller 



In Support of a Lincoln City Council 
Proposed Bump Stocks Ordinance 

  

Adopted at the Issues Committee Meeting on 

March 13, 2018 

And Adopted by the LCDP Central Committee on 
March 20, 2018 

 

Whereas the deadliest mass shooting in modern 

U.S. history – the October 1, 2017, Las Vegas 

shooting, where 58 people were killed and more 

than 500 injured – involved the use of gun bump 

stocks; 

Whereas the firearms used in the Las Vegas 

massacre were capable of firing 400 to 800 rounds 

of ammunition per minute, as opposed to the 60 to 

80 rounds per minute of a semi-automatic rifle; 

Whereas these devices not only significantly 

increase the deadliness of weapons, they are 

undesirable for any legitimate hunting or sporting 

purpose because they severely compromise 

accuracy and the ability to control a weapon; and 

Whereas the Lincoln City Council will consider a 

proposal that would make it unlawful for any person 

to sell, give away or furnish a multi-burst trigger 

activator (e.g. bump stocks), and it would be illegal 

for anyone to possess the devices within the city 

limits of Lincoln, Nebraska;  

Resolved, that the Lancaster County Democratic 

Party:  

1. Stands in support of the proposed Lincoln 

City Council Gun Stocks Proposal;  

2. we also go on record as expressing our 

appreciation to Councilwomen Leirion 

Gaylor Baird and Jane Raybould for 

introducing the proposed ordinance to the 

Lincoln City Council;   

3. and we encourage Lancaster County 

Democrats to attend the Public Hearing 

scheduled for March 19, 2018, where the 

proposed Gun Bump Stocks ordinance will 

most likely be discussed. 

Letter to the Editor

 
 

Saturday's March for Our Lives rally 
[3/24/18] made one very proud of the young people 
of Lincoln. Unlike their elders they realize when they 
are being led astray.  

There is an old saying that if you give 
someone enough money they will forget how to act. 
The NRA has figured out the amount of campaign 
finance money it takes to get politicians to say 
anything even if they don't believe it.  

Mental health treatment is proposed as a 
solution to this issue of mass shootings. If they truly 
believed that then you would think we would see 
some type of legislation to fund programs to give 
people access to affordable mental healthcare. 
Someone offered a pilot program to the state of 
Nebraska at no cost and it was strongly rejected by 
the Unicameral.  

Solution Number 2 is arming school 
teachers—a bizarre approach to mental healthcare.  
It offers no screening or access to treatment but has 
deadly force on hand if someone does an irrational 
act.   

It took young people to convince policy 
makers that we did not belong in Vietnam 50 years 
ago. It looks like it will take young people to convince 
policy makers that we have a gun issue and they are 
not buying the argument that if guns go away all the 
irrational people will go to flight school and start 
flying jumbo jets into a school building.  

Everyone who is tired of not being able to go 
places without someone with a deadly weapon being 
in the crowd please get behind these young people. 
They do not need leadership only support. 

Ken Snyder 

 

Parents’ Promise to Kids 

 

Two students at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 

School, in Parkland, Florida, have responded to the 

February 14 mass shooting at their school by creating a 

“Parents Promise to Kids” organization, 

www.parentspromisetokids.org. Visitors to the site are 

asked to parents, grandparents, or others can download a 

“Promise to Kids” contract pledging to vote for 

legislative leaders who will support children’s safety 

over guns, and then to sign the contract and then post a 

picture of themselves and the signed contract on social 

media. Interested people can download the contract at 

the above site. 

 

http://www.parentspromisetokids.org/


In My Humble Opinion 
By John Atkeison  
 

One of the reasons that this has been a 
difficult column to write is that we have been looking 
for election prospects like those of 2018 for a long 
time. That makes the stakes very high.  

The phrase “Blue wave” is frequently heard 
and actual election results show a strong Blue trend 
among much of the American electorate since the 
Electoral College victory of Trump in November 
2016.   

Other phrases that come to mind with regard 
to Democrats are, very unfortunately, “Circular firing 
squad” and “lesser of two evils.” These two represent 
different weaknesses, and the first is the most 
relevant and damaging one today. 

Readers of IMHO will have noticed that I talk 
a lot about how “dirty tricks politics” hurts the 
political parties that practice those tactics and how it 
hurts public confidence and participation in the 
democratic process even more. 

While I have spoken in general terms, the 
concern was about real things affecting the real 
Lancaster County Democratic Party in 2018. It is my 
belief that the good folk who are registered 
Democrats in Lancaster County have a right and a 
responsibility to know and act on what is happening 
to our Party.  How each of us responds to this crisis is 
a measure of our capacity for leadership and 
responsible membership. (Note that I will be using 
this one of the definitions of the word faction: “a 
group within a larger group or organization which 
puts the selfish interests of the faction above the 
interest and welfare of the larger body.”) 

To that end, I will speak more frankly than I 
have in the recent past. Why the change? Because I 
felt restrained until now by a concern about hurting 
our prospects in the general election in November, 
but now things have just gone too far and the dirty 
tricks faction has been operating so openly and 
brazenly and generating so much destructive rumor 
and gossip that there is nothing left to lose except the 
good name of our Party. 

In a nutshell: a faction led by past officers of 
the LCDP has been engaged in a campaign to defame 
and damage two elected leaders: the current Chair of 
the County Party and me as both Associate Chair and 
especially as a candidate for Public Service 
Commission. There has been sniping and petty 
harassment for over a year, but 2018 has seen a 
major escalation of well-organized hostilities.  The 
dirty tricks faction made outrageous charges in the 
public meetings of the County Central Committee. 
The most outrageous thing was that the charges were 

false and contrived. The second most outrageous 
thing is that the dirty tricks faction almost certainly 
did this deed in the service of my opponent in the 
primary election; the active participation of that 
candidate in these maneuvers is simply the most 
obvious evidence, since her closest supporters are 
the aggressors.   

The third thing is that while several members 
of this faction have claimed in the past that they 
knew Roberts Rules of Order, and used their 
arguments to get their way, this tactic of public 
accusation is specifically forbidden by Roberts Rules 
because of the resulting damage to the organization. 
The specific charges are by nature grave to those for 
those who, like me, have been fighting for social 
justice on the basis of gender and race for 50 
years.  In the era of #MeToo, charges are especially 
potent; I was accused not by the supposedly offended 
person, but by a former chair of the County Party. 
Since this slander has been propagated via rumor for 
months and by accusation in public for at least six 
weeks, I cannot accept responsibility for any damage 
to the reputation of the Party supposedly resulting 
from this telling of the truth. That belongs to those 
who have been spreading trash for weeks and 
months, not to me. 

What is at stake? The primary election on 
May 15 will determine who represents the 
Democrats: the Clean Politics candidate that I am or 
my dirty politics opponent. Will the faction that seeks 
to take control of the County Party be rewarded? Do 
we reward cheaters and thieves by allowing them to 
keep their ill-gotten gains? 

What is at stake is the reputation and image 
of the Party, the organizational culture and 
atmosphere inside the Party, and who holds the 
positions of leadership that will be decided at the 
County Party Convention on June 2, 2018. The future 
depends on you and how you vote in the primary on 
May 15 and at the County Party Convention. 
  
 

Watchful Citizen 

 
In case you haven’t discovered the County Party TV 
show on community access TV, check us out! The 
show airs on LCC-TV, at 10:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, 6:00 
p.m. on Wednesdays, and 12:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 
 
And check our video archive on YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems  

 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/LancasterCountyDems


Execution Warrant Requested, Yet 
Multiple Lethal Injection Challenges 
Remain 
 

Yesterday [4/3/2018], Attorney General 
Doug Peterson requested an execution warrant from 
the state supreme court for Carey Dean Moore, 
Nebraska’s longest serving death row inmate. Should 
a warrant be granted, an execution date would be set 
within 60 days. This is disappointing news, but we 
know that Nebraskans are committed to 
transparency and we remain optimistic that an 
execution won’t be carried out anytime soon. There 
are currently five separate challenges to Nebraska’s 
death penalty system, outlined below. 

 
1. Sandoval v. Ricketts - This case is brought 
by eight death row inmates challenging the 
validity of their sentences based on the fact 
that LB268, which repealed the death penalty, 
went into effect before the referendum on the 
bill was placed on the ballot, which means the 
results of the referendum effectively changed 
their sentences (back to “death”) and 
changing a sentence is beyond the legal scope 
of the referendum process. This case was 
initially dismissed, but is currently being 
appealed. 

 
2. Freedom of Information Act Request - 
When the Department of Corrections initially 
announced the new drug cocktail it plans to 
experiment with back in November, the 
ACLU, the Lincoln Journal-Star and others 
filed Freedom of Information Act Requests 
seeking information about when, where and 
how the drugs were purchased. This request 
was only partially responded to and a suit has 
been filed seeking the release of the withheld 
information. 

 
3. DEA Complaint - The ACLU has filed a 
complaint with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration citing the Department of 
Correction’s failure to comply with important 
regulations that govern the purchase, storage 
and use of controlled substances. 

 
4. Violation of Administrative Procedures Act 
- This suit filed just last week by Senator 
Ernie Chambers and Rev. Steve Griffith 
challenges the new execution protocol on the 
grounds that the rule-making record that was 
made available before the hearing on the 
revisions failed to include initial drafts and 

records of consultation as is required by state 
law. 

 
5. Internal Legislative Challenge - Also last 
week, Sen. Ernie Chambers filed a complaint 
with the Legislature’s executive board based 
on the Department of Correction’s violations 
of state and federal law. The complaint has 
been referred to the Judiciary Committee for 
consideration.  

 
This is one of the problems with the death 

penalty system. It inevitably leads to seemingly 
endless lawsuits. And each of these challenges takes 
time, money and other resources away from victims’ 
services and law enforcement. What a waste!  

Now is a great time to send a handwritten 
note to Governor Ricketts and Attorney General 
Peterson asking them to put all executions on hold 
until the Department of Corrections can prove the 
validity and safety of the new drug cocktail. Their 
contact information is below: 
 

Office of the Governor 
PO Box 94848 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4848 
(402) 471-2244 

 
Nebraska Attorney General’s Office 
PO Box 98920 
Lincoln, NE 68509 
(402) 471-2682 

 
Towards Justice, 
Matt Maly 
On Behalf of all of NADP 
 

 

  



County Convention – Saturday, June 2 
 
The Lancaster County Democratic Convention will be 
held Saturday, June 2, 2018 at  
                            

Southeast Community College 
8800 "O” Street 

Lincoln, NE 
  
Doors open at 12:00 p.m. with registration from 
Noon to 1:30 pm.  
 
The convention starts at 1:30 p.m. and ends at 6:30 
p.m.  
 
Please park in the lot on the southeast side of the 
campus and enter through the doors on that side.  
  
 Be sure to bring your own snacks and beverages 
since food will NOT be provided during the 
convention.  
 
In order to ensure that you will be seated as a 
delegate, please complete and sign the Delegate 
Registration Form on the next page; return to the 
County Party office no later than May 25. 
  
If there are any questions call the office at  
402-476-2268.  
 
 
 
 

 

The Lancaster County Convention – 
Bylaws 
By Tom Green 
 

I am the chair of the bylaws committee for the 
Convention of the Lancaster County Democratic 
Party.  If you are a member of the Lancaster County 
Central Committee you probably know me as the guy 
who likes to talk about the rules and procedures.  So 
why am I interested in this and why is it important to 
the Lancaster County Democratic Party?   

First, a bit about me.  I am an attorney and 
work in the Nebraska Legislature for State Senator 
Rick Kolowski. I have served as the bylaws chair for 
Lancaster County for the last several conventions, 
and I currently serve as a member of the Nebraska 
Democratic Party Rules Committee.   

Second, why should people care about the 
bylaws? Rules are there to provide an orderly and 
fair process for the party to get its work done. Rules 
should facilitate the will of the body and provide a 
process for conducting its business. It is important to 
know the rules and be able to use the rules to 
accomplish the goals of the party and its members. It 
is my strong belief that process can be as important 
as the end goal, because even if the cause is just, if the 
means to get there ride roughshod over the rules 
then it will create hard feelings and distrust. 

So what does the bylaws committee do? The 
committee will go through the bylaws and discuss 
potential changes. We will identify issues and 
concerns and propose changes to the bylaws. Once 
the committee has made its recommendations it will 
be presented at the county convention where the 
convention can vote on the changes and propose 
their own.   

We will begin meeting soon and the 
committee is open to any interested Democrat in the 
county.  Our First meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 
April 14th from 8:30 a.m. to Noon at the LCDP office.  
This will likely take several meetings and if you are 
interested in attending you can email me at 
thomasallangreen@yahoo.com.   

 
  

mailto:thomasallangreen@yahoo.com


LANCASTER COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

CONVENTION 
JUNE 2, 2018 

Delegate Registration Form 
Purpose: This form is used to register as a delegate to the county convention. 

Instructions: Please complete the form in its entirety, by printing the information requested in the spaces provided. 

Be sure the form is legible.  Be sure to sign the form in the space provided. 
 

REGISTRATION DUE BY MAY 25, 2018 
  Mail To: LCDP     Hand Deliver To: LCDP Office   

   P.O. Box 83213      830 L Street 

   Lincoln NE 68501    Office Hours: Mon – Fri (10:00 am to 2:00 pm) 

        Office Phone: (402) 476-2268 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Required Information 
 

Registered Voter’s Name:  __________________________________________ ______________________________________ 
(First, Middle Initial, Last)    (County of Residence) 
 

 

Registered Voter’s Address: ____________________________________ _____________________ _______ _________ 
(Street address where you reside & are registered to vote)   (City)     (State)  (Zip) 
 

 

Email: 1. ________________________________________  Phone Number: _________________________ 
          (Home) 

 2. ________________________________________    __________________________ 
          (Cell)    
          __________________________ 
          (Work) 

 

I declare my intention to become a delegate to the Democratic County Convention in Lancaster 

County. 

I am (or will be) a registered Democrat in Lancaster County no later than May 25, 2018. 
 

Signature ________________________________________ Today’s Date _____________________ 
 

For Office Use Only 

 



Jane Egan to Run for County Chair 
 

I am excited to announce my candidacy to run 

for another term as your Chair of the Lancaster County 

Democratic Party at our county convention June 2nd. In 

the past two years under my leadership, the county party 

has made great strides increasing and stabilizing our 

cash reserves. Our fundraising efforts have been 

streamlined. Candidates can now count on their county 

party to provide the financial support needed to get them 

elected.  

Under my leadership, our office facilities and 

technology support have been modernized. Membership 

on the Central Committee has doubled. More people are 

engaged in volunteering than ever before.  

I created a Forum to provide an opportunity for 

party members and the public to discuss the issues we 

face as a nation and a party.  

I have spent many hours working to improve our 

county party bylaws. I serve on the bylaws committee 

that will produce a document to better serve the 

governance of the party.  

I am certified by the Democratic National 

Committee to train and educate candidates, party 

officers, legislative district leaders, voters and volunteers 

to be effective activists.  

I have established an excellent partnership with 

the Nebraska Democratic Party. Our county party works 

with the state party through participation in a 

professional coordinated field plan to elect Democrats. 

There is more to be done and I am ready to keep the 

momentum going in the next two years.  

We are in a critical time in our nation. We need 

party leaders that have the integrity and the interest of 

the common good to lead us to Democratic victories up 

and down the ballot. I have been humbled and honored 

to serve as your Chair. I now ask for your vote to re-

elect me to provide the leadership our county party will 

need in the next two years.  

Thank you for your support. See you at the 

convention!  

 

Jane Egan

John Yoakum to Run for County Chair 

 

I am pleased to announce that after being asked 

by elected officials and many of you reading this, I will 

be running to serve you again as Chair of the Lancaster 

County Democrats. I hope that I can once again count on 

your support at our convention June 2nd. 

Knowing that my wife Christa Yoakum was 

planning to run for the Public Service Commission and 

knowing the party has a bylaw that states, “All 

Democratic candidates running for office should expect 

evenhanded treatment from the County Party 

Organization.  All County Party Officers shall maintain 

strict neutrality in Primary and General Elections where 

two or more Democrats are vying for the same office...”. 

I knew that I had to step back to avoid any conflict with 

our bylaws. 

I believe that the Chair works for the Central 

Committee and together we will work to elect more 

Democrats and promote Democratic values while 

helping our party and our candidates be the best we can 

be. We have to empower many volunteers to win races 

up and down the ticket. 

Throughout the years I've had such great 

experiences. I started canvassing to get the vote out 50 

years ago. I have had many other great experiences from 

helping at several national conventions to serving on 

the State and County Central Committees. It was an 

honor to be asked by the Bernie Sanders Campaign to 

head up his Nebraska Campaign (after the Caucus) as 

was being picked to represent Nebraska on the National 

Democratic Platform committee by Senator Sanders. 

Thank you for allowing me to have so many rich 

opportunities and thank you for your support throughout 

the years. We look forward to building a blue future. 

 

John Yoakum 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

                                               

        

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the Lancaster County Democrats today!  

Name: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________    State: _________    Zip: ____________________ 

Home Phone: ______________    Work Phone: ______________    E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Occupation: __________________________ Employer: _____________________________________________________ 

I would also like to volunteer:   _______ Prepare Mailings            _______ Phone Banking           _______ GOTV 

I prefer to get my newsletter (please check one):   _______ via e-mail    or     _______ via US mail. 

Please also consider a donation to the Lancaster County Democratic Party. 

Your donation helps support party activities including Get Out The Vote efforts, 

candidate support services, political forums and the Lancaster County Democrat. 

_______ Sustaining Donor (Monthly Donation – credit card authorization) 

I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below $_______ each month. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ One-time Donation (credit card authorization) 
I hereby authorize the Lancaster County Democratic Party to charge the credit card below for a one-time donation of $_______. 

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Electronic Donation via ActBlue 

I am sending a separate electronic donation via the County Party’s ActBlue account: 

https://secure.actblue.com/contribute/page/lancaster-county--ne--democrats-1 
 

_______ Check or Money Order Enclosed, payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party 
Make check or money order payable to Lancaster County Democratic Party or charge to: 

  _______ VISA  _______ MasterCard  # ________________________________________  Exp. Date _______ 

Please return this form to the Lancaster County Democratic Party, PO Box 83213, Lincoln NE  68501-3213. 
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